
Dajin Expands 
Offshore Wind 
Installation in 
Europe

D a j i n  H e a v y  I n d u s t r y  h a s 
p a r t n e re d  w i t h  Z h e n g l i  O f f-
shore Engineering to develop 
a 3,500-tonne offshore wind 
installation vessel, marking its 
entry into the European instal-
l at i o n  m a r ke t  a n d  s t re n g t h -
e n i n g  i t s  i n t e g r a t e d  v a l u e 
chain across manufactur ing, 
transpor t ,  por t  ser vices,  and 
offshore installation.

P9

Vår Energi 
Submits $360 
Million Goliat 
Expansion Plan

Vår Energi has submitted a revised 

p l a n  f o r  t h e  G o l i a t  G a s  E x p o r t 

p ro j e c t ,  b a c k i n g  a  $ 3 6 0  m i l l i o n 

Barents Sea investment to extend 

field l ife and enable future subsea 

developments.

P14

P2

Dajin’s KING 
ONE Reaches 
Tees Port on 
Maiden Voyage

D a j i n  H e av y  I n d u st r y ’s  d e c k 
carrier KING ONE completed 
i t s  m a i d e n  v o y a g e  t o  Te e s 
P o r t ,  d e l i v e r i n g  e i g h t  X X L 
m o n o p i l e s  fo r  t h e  H o r n s e a  3 
offshore wind project.

P6

P e t r o b r a s  A p p r o v e s P e t r o b r a s  A p p r o v e s 

SEAP I as SBM Offshore SEAP I as SBM Offshore 

Takes FPSO RolesTakes FPSO Roles

Petrobras has approved SEAP I in Brazil’s Sergipe-Alagoas Petrobras has approved SEAP I in Brazil’s Sergipe-Alagoas 
Basin, advancing a more than $12.0 billion offshore oil and gas Basin, advancing a more than $12.0 billion offshore oil and gas 
development supported by two SBM Offshore FPSOs.development supported by two SBM Offshore FPSOs.
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Fenris Topside Departs Verdal

The Fenris topside has departed Verdal for the North Sea, 
marking a major step for the Valhall PWP-Fenris project. The 
unmanned platform is due to start production in 2027 and is 
expected to support higher gas exports from Valhall.

12, April 2026

The Fenris  topside has 
s a i l e d  f r o m  V e r d a l 

for the Nor th Sea ,  marking a 
key mi lestone for  the Valhal l 
P W P - F e n r i s  p r o j e c t .  A k e r 
B P  A S A  s a i d  t h e  u n i t  w a s 
d e l i v e r e d  o n  p l a n  t h r o u g h 
t h e  F i xe d  Fa c i l i t i e s  A l l i a n c e 
involving Aker Solutions, ABB, 

and project partners, with the 
wo r k  c a r r i e d  o u t  w i t h  atte n -
tion to quality and safety.

Fenris is an unmanned pro-
d u c t i o n  p l atfo r m  t h at  w i l l  b e 
tied back to the new produc-
tion and wellhead platform at 
the Valhal l  centre.  According 
to Aker BP ASA, the platform 
i s  s e t  t o  s t a r t  p ro d u c t i o n  i n 
2027.

Once in operation, Fenris is 
expected to increase gas ex-
ports from Valhall and support 
Norway ’s long-term capacity 
to provide stable energy deliv-
eries to Europe. The departure 
from Verdal marks an import-
ant step in moving the project 
from construction to offshore 
execution.

hmt-news.com

Image: Screenshot from a video shared by Aker BP

Nymo Moves 

1,000-tonne MEG 

Module to Aker Stord

Nymo has started the transport of a 
1,000-tonne MEG module from Vikkilen 
to Aker Stord, where it will be integrated 
into the Valhall PWP project.

12, April 2026

Ny m o  h a s  s t a r t e d 
t h e  t r a n s p o r t  o f  a 

1 , 0 0 0 - t o n n e  M E G  m o d u l e 
f r o m  V i k k i l e n .  T h e  m o d u l e 
left Nymo at 18:30 and is now 
traveling along the Norwegian 
c oast  towa rd  A ke r  Sto rd  AS 
for the next phase.

The tow is expected to take 
a ro u n d  4 0  h o u rs .  Ac c o rd i n g 
to the project update, people 

along the coast may be able 
to see the module as it moves 
north.

The operation is being car-
r ied out in close cooperation 
with Aker BP ASA, K2 Project 
For warding AS,  Norships AS 
and Ugland Construction AS.

At Aker Stord AS, the mod-
ule will be integrated as part of 
the Valhall PWP project.

hmt-news.com

Image source: Nymo

Final Lock Gates Enter Eemshaven Testing Stage
10, April 2026

The final two lock gates 
f o r  t h e  B r u n s b ü t t e l 

p r o j e c t  h a v e  b e e n  p l a c e d 
i n  t h e  Ee m s h av e n  b a s i n  fo r 
testing, marking another mile-
s t o n e  i n  t h e  o p e ra t i o n .  T h e 
u n i ts  we re  p rev i o u s l y  t ra n s -
por ted from Emden to Eem -
shaven on Wagenborg Barge 

11.
Th e  l i f t i n g  wo r k  wa s  c a r-

ried out along the quay by the 
floating cranes Matador 3 and 
Hebo Lift 10. Working togeth-
er, the cranes lifted each gate 
from the pontoon and lowered 
it into the water in a controlled 
operation. After the f irst gate 
was positioned, two tugboats 
from Wagenborg repositioned 

t h e  p o n to o n  fo r  t h e  s e c o n d 
lift.  The second gate was dis-
charged the following day and 
placed in the basin while both 
units were kept securely in po-
sition.

T h e  o p e ra t i o n  h i g h l i g h t s 
Wa g e n b o r g ’s  r o l e  i n  h e a v y 
transport, l ifting and logistical 
c o o rd i n a t i o n  fo r  p o r t  i n f ra -
structure work .  I t  also marks 

the next phase of the project 
a t  E e m s h a v e n ,  w h e r e  t h e 
g a t e s  a r e  n o w  i n  p l a c e  f o r 
testing.

I n  2 0 2 6 ,  b o t h  l o c k  g a t e s 
are expected to be transport-
ed by Wagenborg to their final 
destination in Brunsbüttel.

hmt-news.com

Dajin’s KING ONE Reaches Tees Port 

on Maiden Voyage
Dajin Heavy Industry’s deck carrier KING ONE completed its maiden voyage to Tees Port, delivering eight 
XXL monopiles for the Hornsea 3 offshore wind project.

13, April 2026

Da j i n  H e a v y  I n d u s t r y 
Co., Ltd has completed 

the maiden voyage of its deck 
c a r r i e r  K I N G  O N E ,  w i t h  t h e 
vessel  arr iving at Steel  River 
Quay,  Tees Por t  after  s ai l ing 
n e a r l y  1 2 ,0 0 0  n a u t i c a l  m i l e s 

from Penglai Port, China.
The voyage marked a new 

s t e p  i n  t h e  c o m p a n y ’s  o f f -
shore wind logistics business. 
During the journey, KING ONE 
delivered eight XXL monopiles 
f o r  t h e  H o r n s e a  3  o f f s h o r e 
w i n d  f a r m .  E a c h  m o n o p i l e 
m e a s u re d  1 0  m  i n  d i a m e t e r 

and weighed more than 1,200 
tonnes.

D e s i g n e d  a n d  b u i l t  i n -
house,  KING ONE measures 
2 4 0  m  i n  l e n g t h ,  5 1  m  i n 
b re a d t h  a n d  1 3  m  i n  d e p t h . 
T h e  ve s s e l  h a s  a  d e c k  a re a 
of  1 2 ,0 0 0  s q  m .  I t s  l ayo u t  i s 
suited to transporting offshore 

wind cargoes such as mono-
piles, jackets, floating founda-
tions and large offshore engi-
neering modules.

T h e  m a i d e n  v o ya g e  a l s o 
m a r ke d  a  n o t a b l e  d e v e l o p -
ment for Dajin Heavy Industry 
C o. ,  Lt d  a s  i t  ex p a n d s  f ro m 
manufacturing into shipbuild-

i n g  a n d  h e av y  m a r i n e  t ra n s -
port. The delivery further sup-
ports the company ’s broader 
of f s h o re  w i n d  b u s i n e s s  a n d 
its push to provide integrated 
solutions across the sector.

hmt-news.com

Photo courtesy of Dajin Heavy Industry
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Wärtsilä to Power Meriaura’s New Open-Deck Carrier

Wärtsilä will supply engines, electric propulsion and thrusters for Meriaura’s 6,800 DWT open-deck carrier, 
supporting lower fuel consumption, stronger flexibility and reduced emissions.

Image source: Meriaura

14, April 2026

Wä r t s i l ä  M a r i n e  h a s 
been selected to de-

l iver an integrated propulsion 
package for a new open-deck 
c a r r i e r  o r d e r e d  b y  F i n n i s h 

operator Meriaura, supporting 
t h e  c o m pa ny ’s  f l e et  re n ewa l 
plan.

T h e  n e w  v e s s e l  i s  b e i n g 
d e v e l o p e d  w i t h  a  f o c u s  o n 
l o w e r  e n e r g y  u s e ,  r e d u c e d 
e m i s s i o n s  a n d  b ro a d e r  o p -

erating c apabi l i ty.  The 6,800 
D W T  i c e - c l a s s  s h o r t - s e a 
ship is intended to strengthen 
Meriaura’s c apacity in heav y 
p r o j e c t  c a r g o  a n d  s p e c i a l 
transport.

M e r i a u ra  s a i d  t h e  v e s s e l 

w i l l  ex pa n d  i ts  t ra n s p o r t  c a -
pabi l i ty with higher c apacity, 
greater flexibil ity and engines 
prepared for future fuels. The 
company said this wil l  help it 
s e r v e  c u s t o m e r s  m o re  e f f i -
ciently and sustainably across 

a  w i d e r  ra n g e  of  ro u te s  a n d 
operating conditions.

Th e  p ro p u l s i o n  s c o p e  i n -
cludes two Wär tsi lä  25 main 
e n g i n e s ,  o n e  W ä r t s i l ä  2 0 
e n g i n e  a n d  a  Wä r t s i l ä  S e -
l e c t i v e  C a t a l y t i c  R e d u c t i o n 
system. The package is aimed 
at  l owe r i n g  g re e n h o u s e  g a s 
emissions while improving the 
vessel’s overall environmental 
performance.

I n  a d d i t i o n ,  Wä r t s i l ä  w i l l 
p rov i d e  a  c o m p l ete  e l e c t r i c 
propulsion system to improve 
p r o p u l s i o n  e f f i c i e n c y  a n d 
support lower fuel consump-
tion. The delivery also covers 
t h r e e  t r a n s v e r s e  t h r u s t e r s , 
w h i c h  w i l l  s t r e n g t h e n  t h e 
vessel ’s dynamic posit ioning 
performance during offshore 
construction and heavy lifting 
work.

The order comes as ship-
o w n e r s  a n d  o p e ra t o r s  fa c e 
c h a n g i n g  m a r ket  c o n d i t i o n s 
a n d  t i g hte r  d e c a r b o n i zat i o n 
requirements.  Demand is r is-
i n g  fo r  v e s s e l  t e c h n o l o g i e s 
that can combine operational 
f l e x i b i l i t y  w i t h  m e a s u r a b l e 
emissions reductions.

E q u i p m e n t  d e l i v e r y  i s 
scheduled for mid-2027, with 
the vessel  expected to enter 
service in early 2028.

hmt-news.com

BBC Tokyo Brings Wind Turbine Blades to Erie

BBC Tokyo has arrived in Erie, Pennsylvania, carrying Vestas wind turbine blades from India. The 2025-built 
heavy-lift vessel is unloading cargo bound for wind farm sites in western New York.

16, April 2026

BBC Char ter ing’s  BBC 
Tok

y o  h a s  a r r i v e d  i n  E r i e , 
Pennsylvania, carrying Vestas 
wind turbine blades from In -
dia.

The vessel  is  a 2025-bui lt 
heav y-l i ft  general  c argo ship 
a n d  t h e  t h i rd  B B C  ve s s e l  to 
d e l i v e r  b l a d e s  t o  t h e  G re a t 
La ke s  t h i s  s e a s o n .  I t  i s  a l s o 
o n e  of  t h e  t a l l e st  ve s s e l s  to 
p a s s  t h r o u g h  t h e  W e l l a n d 

Canal, standing 138 ft tall  and 
m e a s u r i n g  m o re  t h a n  11 0  f t 
a b o v e  t h e  w a t e r l i n e  w h e n 
loaded.

T h e  v e s s e l  c a r r i e d  w i n d 
t u r b i n e  b l a d e s  m e a s u r i n g 
about 250 ft  in length on this 
voyage.

After discharge at the Port 
o f  E r i e ,  t h e  b l a d e s  w i l l  b e 
transpor ted by truck to wind 
f a r m  s i t e s  i n  w e s t e r n  N e w 
York ,  including the Chautau -
qua County area and beyond.

Th e  b l ad e s  we re  s h i p p e d 
f ro m  I n d i a  d u e  to  l owe r  p ro -
d u c t i o n  c o s t s .  I n d u s t r y  e s -
t i m a t e s  i n d i c a t e  t h a t  A s i a -
s o u rc e d  b l ad e s  c a n  b e  2 0 % 
to  4 0 %  l e s s  ex p e n s i ve  t h a n 
c o m p a ra b l e  We s t e r n - m a d e 
p ro d u c t s ,  m a k i n g  l o n g - d i s -
t a n c e  o c e a n  t ra n s p o r t  e c o -
nomically viable.

hmt-news.com

Image source: BBC Chartering

Inch Cape Offshore Work Lifts UK Port Activity

Inch Cape’s offshore construction is engaging nine UK ports, with Leith, Dundee, Montrose, Blyth and 
Cromarty Firth among the key hubs supporting installation, logistics and long-term operations.

16, April 2026

The offshore construc -
t i o n  p h a s e  o f  I n c h 

Cape is drawing support from 
n i n e  U K  p o r ts ,  w i t h  e ac h  l o -
c ation contr ibuting to vessel 
o p e rat i o n s ,  s t o ra g e ,  m a r i n e 
s e r v i c e s  a n d  re l ate d  s u p p l y 
chain activity. At the center of 
the work is the Port of Leith in 
Edinburgh, where marshaling 
and completion are underway 
for monopiles, jacket founda-

t i o n s ,  t ra n s i t i o n  p i e c e s ,  a n d 
p i n  p i l e s .  Th e  p ro j e c t’s  8 3  m 
j ac kets  h ave  a l s o  b e c o m e  a 
visible feature of the city’s wa-
terfront.

H e a v y  l i f t  v e s s e l s  L e s 
A l i zé s  a n d  S e away  A l fa  L i f t 
a re  t ra n s p o r t i n g  fo u n d at i o n 
components from Leith to the 
offshore site.  Peak activity at 
the port is set to create more 
t h a n  1 0 0  j o b s .  Fo l l ow i n g  t h e 
award of the Inch Cape con-
tract, Forth Ports invested £50 

m i l l i o n  i n  m a r i n e  ac c e s s ,  i n-
frastructure, plant and equip-
ment at Leith. The group’s Port 
of  D u n d e e  w i l l  a l s o  s u p p o r t 
the project, with 72 turbines to 
be marshaled from a laydown 
a r e a  e x p a n d e d  t o  a l m o s t 
190,000 m².

T h e  P o r t  o f  M o n t r o s e 
i s  s e r v i n g  a s  t h e  b a s e  f o r 
o f f s h o re  c o n s t r u c t i o n  m a n -
agement,  dai ly  crew transfer 
v e s s e l  d e p a r t u re s ,  a n d  t h e 
marine coordination center.  It 

is also the site of Inch Cape’s 
£ 6 . 5  m i l l i o n  o p e ra t i o n s  a n d 
maintenance base, now under 
c o n st r u c t i o n  by  Pe r t  B r u c e . 
T h e  p r o j e c t  i s  e x p e c t e d  t o 
c re ate  at  l e ast  5 0  l o n g - te r m 
skilled jobs in the area.

E l s e w h e r e ,  t h e  P o r t  o f 
B l y t h  i s  t h e  m o b i l i z a t i o n 
p o r t  fo r  b ot h  ex p o r t  c a b l e s , 
s u p p o r t i n g  C M O S  I n s t a l l e r 
a n d  N o r t h  S e a  G i a n t .  I n  t h e 
Cromar ty Fir th,  Seaway Alfa 
Lift  is being mobil ized for the 

i n s t a l l a t i o n  o f  5 4  t ra n s i t i o n 
pieces, 18 jacket foundations, 
and 54 pin piles, while Seaway 
E a g l e  i s  d e l i v e r i n g  t h e  p i l e 
i n sta l l at i o n  f ra m e.  A rd e rs i e r, 
Aberdeen, Rosyth and Burnti-
sland are also supporting the 
project through maintenance, 
logistics and pre-construction 
vessel activity.

hmt-news.com

Image source: Inch Cape
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Oxy Confirms Bandit Oil Discovery in Gulf of America

Oxy has confirmed an oil discovery at the Bandit prospect in Green Canyon Block 680, with partners 
evaluating development options including possible subsea tie-backs.

10, April 2026

Oc c i d e n t a l  Pe t ro l e u m 
h a s  m a d e  a n  o i l  d i s -

covery at the Bandit prospect 
i n  t h e  G u l f  o f  A m e r i c a ,  a c -
cording to the company.

T h e  ex p l o rat i o n  we l l  wa s 
drilled in Green Canyon Block 
680, about 125 miles south of 
the Louisiana coast. Oxy said 
the well encountered oil-bear-
ing Miocene sands and iden-
t i f i e d  h i g h - q u a l i t y  hyd ro c a r-
bons across the ful l  reservoir 
interval.

Fu r t h e r  e va l u at i o n  i s  u n -
d e r way  to  d ete r m i n e  d eve l -
opment options. The partners 
are also assessing the results 
to  d e c i d e  t h e  n ext  ste p s ,  i n-
cluding potential  subsea t ie-
backs to nearby facil it ies op-
erated by Oxy.

Oxy operates the prospect 
with a 45.375% working inter-
est.  I ts par tners are Chevron 
w i t h  37.1 2 5 %  a n d  Wo o d s i d e 
Energy with 17.5%.

Jeff Simmons, Senior Vice 
President ,  Subsur face Tech -
nology and Chief  Petrotech-

nic al  Off icer at  Oxy,  s aid the 
discovery supports the com-
pany ’s plan to strengthen i ts 
Gulf  of  Americ a por tfol io.  He 
ad d e d  t h at  t h e  re s u l t  s h ows 
the region’s impor tance as a 
source of domestic oil  supply 
linked to long-term energy se-
curity.

The discovery adds to on-
g o i n g  ex p l o rat i o n  ac t i v i t y  i n 
the deepwater Gulf of Ameri-
ca, a key producing region for 
U.S. oil output.

hmt-news.com

Image source: Shutterstock

Energean Wins Approval to 

Restart FPSO Offshore Israel

Energean has secured approval to restart the Energean Power 
FPSO offshore Israel, allowing output at the Karish field to 
resume after precautionary shutdowns.

10, April 2026

En e r g e a n  h a s  b e e n 
c l e a r e d  t o  r e s u m e 

production from the Energean 
Power FPSO serving the Kar-
ish f ield offshore Israel ,  after 
receiving notice from Israel ’s 
Ministr y of  Energy and Infra-
structure.

T h e  a p p ro va l  c a m e  a f t e r 
p r e c a u t i o n a r y  s h u t d o w n s 
affected regional  energy as -
sets during the recent conflict 
i n vo l v i n g  t h e  U n i te d  S t ate s , 
Israel  and Iran.  According to 

the source,  the Strait  of  Hor-
muz was closed and several 
e n e rg y  fa c i l i t i e s  we re  h i t  by 
missile strikes. Rystad Energy 
e s t i m a t e d  t h a t  re p a i r  c o s t s 
a n d  l o s s e s  t i e d  to  d a m ag e d 
and shut-in Gulf infrastructure 
could reach $25 billion.

Among the assets shut as 
a precaution were Israel’s Le-
viathan and Karish gas fields. 
The source also said Chevron, 
operator  of  Leviathan with a 
2 9.66% interest ,  had already 
received clearance from Isra-
el ’s Petroleum Commissioner 

to restart that platform.
Following the latest notice, 

Energean said it was working 
to  re st a r t  o u t p u t  s afe l y  a n d 
ret u r n  to  n o r m a l  o p e rat i o n s 
u n d e r  i ts  e sta b l i s h e d  p ro c e-
dures.

P r o d u c t i o n  f r o m  K a r i s h 
started in October 2022. The 
E n e rg e a n  Powe r  F P S O  h a d 
arrived in Israel  in early June 
2022 after transiting the Suez 
Canal.

hmt-news.com

Energean Power FPSO (Image credit: Energean)

Türkiye Opens 

Somalia Deepwater 

Campaign

Türkiye has launched its first overseas 
deepwater drilling campaign in Somalia, 
with Çağrı Bey heading to the CURAD-1 
well for a 288-day program targeting 
7,500 m total depth.

12, April 2026

Türkiye has moved into 
its first overseas deep-

water drill ing campaign, send-
ing Çağrı Bey to the CURAD-1 
p ro s p e c t  off  S o m a l i a  afte r  a 
53-day voyage that ended in 
M o g ad i s h u  o n  9  A p r i l  2 0 2 6. 
T h e  w e l l s i t e  l i e s  a b o u t  3 7 2 
km off the Somali capital, and 
drilling is set to begin after po-
s i t i o n i n g  wo r k  a n d  p re - s p u d 
testing at the location.

The campaign places Tür-
kiye’s newest seventh-gener-
at ion ultra-deepwater unit  at 
the center of  a 288-day pro-
gram that targets a total depth 
of 7,500 m. The plan calls for 

drill ing in 3,495 m of water and 
continuing 4,005 m below the 
seabed,  a prof i le the Turkish 
e n e rg y  m i n i s t r y  s ay s  w o u l d 
m a ke  C U R A D -1  t h e  w o r l d ’s 
second-deepest offshore well.

A n  u n d e r wate r  ro b ot  rat-
e d  t o  4 , 0 0 0  m  w i l l  s u p p o r t 
s e a b e d  wo r k  d u r i n g  t h e  o p-
eration,  underl ining the tech-
n i c a l  c o m p l ex i t y  of  t h e  we l l . 
Bui l t  in  South Korea in 2024, 
Çağrı  Bey c an dri l l  to 12 ,000 
m, measures 228 m by 42 m, 
s t a n d s  1 1 4  m  h i g h ,  a n d  c a n 
accommodate 200 personnel.

hmt-news.com

Çağrı Bey begins Türkiye’s first overseas deepwater exploration campaign off 
Somalia.

Petrobras Approves SEAP I as SBM Offshore 

Takes FPSO Roles
Petrobras has approved SEAP I in Brazil’s Sergipe-Alagoas Basin, advancing a more than $12.0 billion 
offshore oil and gas development supported by two SBM Offshore FPSOs.

14, April 2026

Petrobras has approved 
t h e  S E A P  I  d eve l o p -

ment in Brazi l ’s Sergipe-Ala-
g o a s  B a s i n ,  a d d i n g  t o  t h e 
e a r l i e r  a p p ro va l  o f  S E A P  I I 
and consolidating the Sergipe 
Deepwater development.

The two projects represent 
t o t a l  i n v e s t m e n t s  o f  m o r e 
t h a n  R $  6 0  b i l l i o n ,  o r  a b o u t 
$12.0 bil l ion, and are expect-
e d  t o  p ro d u c e  m o re  t h a n  1 
billion boe. Petrobras said the 
projects became viable after 
a series of init iat ives carried 

out with the supplier market, 
including project optimization 
and revisions to contractual 
terms and conditions.

According to the company, 
those measures improved the 
e c o n o m i c  att rac t i ve n e s s  of 
both modules and enabled a 
joint negotiation structure for 
F P S O  P- 81  a n d  F P S O  P- 87, 
which wi l l  ser ve SEAP I  and 
SEAP I I ,  respectively.  Petro-
bras said this made it  possi-
ble to capture synergies and 
economies of scale that were 
f u n d a m e n t a l  t o  c o n c l u d i n g 
the negotiation on economi-

cally sustainable terms.
The company added that 

t h e  c o n d i t i o n s  o bta i n e d  i m-
p ro v e d  p ro j e c t  re t u r n s  a n d 
allowed SEAP I to be includ-
ed in its Base Implementation 
Portfolio.

Fo r  t h e  t w o  S E A P  u n i t s , 
Petrobras carried out a con-
t r a c t i n g  p r o c e s s  u n d e r  a 
b u i l d ,  o p e ra t e  a n d  t ra n s fe r 
model .  Under this  structure, 
the contractor is responsible 
for the design,  construction, 
a s s e m b l y  a n d  o p e rat i o n  o f 
the asset for an init ial  period 
defined in the contract,  after 

which it  is  transferred to the 
operator.

Contract signing is expect-
e d  i n  M ay  2 0 2 6 ,  s u b j e c t  t o 
Petrobras governance proce-
dures and the required part-
ner approvals.  The company 
said SBM Offshore will be re-
sponsible for the construction 
of  b ot h  p l atfo r m s .  To g et h e r, 
t h e  t wo  F P S O s  w i l l  h ave  a n 
installed capacity to produce 
u p  to  24 0,0 0 0  b a r re l s  of  o i l 
per day and process 22 mil-
l i o n  c u b i c  m ete rs  of  n at u ra l 
gas per day.

B e y o n d  t h e  t w o  F P S O s , 
t h e  d e v e l o p m e n t  i n c l u d e s 
t h e  c o n s t r u c t i o n  a n d  i n -
t e r c o n n e c t i o n  o f  3 2  w e l l s , 
a l o n g  w i t h  a n  e x p o r t  g a s 
pipeline of about 134,000 m, 
including 111 ,000 m offshore 
and 23,000 m onshore.  The 
b i d d i n g  p ro c e s s  fo r  s u b s e a 
Christmas Trees and related 
equipment for  both projects 
i s  a l re a d y  u n d e r w a y,  w h i l e 
b i d d i n g  f o r  t h e  r e m a i n i n g 
infrastructure is expected to 
begin later in 2026.

Oil  production from SEAP 
I I  i s  s c h e d u l e d  t o  b e g i n  i n 
2 0 3 0 ,  w i t h  g a s  e x p o r t s 
e x p e c t e d  t o  s t a r t  i n  2 0 3 1 . 
Production from SEAP I is ex-
pected after the 2026-2030 
business plan horizon.

SEAP I  covers high-qual-
i t y  l i g ht  o i l  re s e r vo i rs  i n  t h e 
Agulhinha ,  Agulhinha Oeste 

and Palombeta fields, located 
in the BM-SEAL-10 and BM-
SEAL-11 concessions. Petro-
b ra s  o p e rat e s  B M - S E A L-11 
w i t h  a  6 0 %  st a ke ,  to g et h e r 
with IBV Brasil Petróleo hold-
ing 40%, and holds 100% of 
BM-SEAL-10.  The FPSO as-
signed to SEAP I will have the 
capacity to produce 120,000 
barrels of oil per day and pro-
cess 10 mil l ion cubic meters 
of natural gas per day.

S E A P  I I  i n c l u d e s 
high-quality light oil reservoirs 
i n  t h e  B u d i ã o ,  B u d i ã o  N o -
roeste and Palombeta fields, 
l o c ate d  a b o u t  80,0 0 0  m  off 
the coast in the BM-SEAL-4, 
B M - S E A L - 4 A  a n d  B M -
SEAL-10 concessions. Petro-
b ra s  o p e ra t e s  B M - S E A L- 4 
with a 75% stake,  a longside 
O N G C  C a m p o s  w i t h  2 5 % , 
a n d  h o l d s  1 0 0 %  p a r t i c i p a -
t i o n  i n  B M - S E A L - 4 A  a n d 
BM- SEAL-10.  The FPSO for 
SEAP II will have the capacity 
to  p ro d u c e  1 2 0,0 0 0  b a r re l s 
of oil  per day and process 12 
million cubic meters of natural 
gas per day.

P e t r o b r a s  s a i d  S E A P  i s 
st rate g i c  fo r  i n c re as i n g  n at-
ural  gas avai labi l i ty in Brazi l , 
strengthening national ener-
gy infrastructure and opening 
a new production area in the 
country’s northeast.

hmt-news.com
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RWE Installs Two Offshore Substations for 

Nordseecluster A

RWE has installed two offshore substations at Nordseecluster A in the German North Sea, advancing the 
660 MW phase of its wider 1.6 GW offshore wind project.

15, April 2026

RW E  h a s  i n st a l l e d  t wo 
o f f s h o re  s u b s t a t i o n s 

for its Nordseecluster A wind 
project  in  the German Nor th 
Sea.

T h e  c o m p a n y  s a i d  t h e 
platforms are about 40 m long 
and 22 m high, with weights of 
1,800 t and 2,500 t. They were 
bui l t  by Chantiers de l ’At lan-
tique and installed by SCALD-
I S  u s i n g  t h e  h e av y- l i ft  c ra n e 
Gulliver.

Th e  s u b stat i o n s  w i l l  ra i s e 

the voltage of electricity pro-
d u c e d  b y  t h e  w i n d  t u r b i n e s 
b e fo re  p owe r  i s  t ra n s m i tte d 
t o  t h e  m a i n l a n d  g r i d .  N o rd -
s e e c l u s t e r  A  h a s  a  p l a n n e d 
c a p a c i t y  o f  6 6 0  M W  a n d  i s 
scheduled to be fu l ly  opera -
tional from 2027.

Installation of 44 turbines is 
due to begin in summer 2026, 
w h i l e  c a b l e  l ay i n g  i s  a l re ad y 
underway.

The wider Nordseecluster 
p ro j e c t  i s  p l a n n e d  t o  re a c h 
1.6 GW. This includes the 900 
MW Nordseecluster B phase, 

w h i c h  i s  ex p e c t e d  t o  c o m e 
online from 2029.

Tobias Keitel, chief technol-
ogy off icer  of  RWE Offshore 
Wind, thanked those involved 
in del ivering the 1 .6 GW proj-
ect. He said the development 
would expand the company’s 
o f f s h o re  w i n d  p o r t fo l i o  a n d 
support a sustainable and re-
liable energy system. He also 
said the installation of the two 
heaviest components showed 
t h e  o f f s h o re  w o r k  wa s  p ro -
gressing well.

hmt-news.comPhoto source: RWE



 9 OFFSHORE 8 OFFSHORE

Apache Recognition 

Deal Covers 250 UKCS 

Offshore Workers

Apache has entered a union recognition 
agreement covering more than 250 
offshore workers across seven UK 
Continental Shelf assets tied to the 
Forties and Beryl fields.

10, April 2026

A  new union recognition 
a g r e e m e n t  b e t w e e n 

A pac h e  a n d  U n i te  w i l l  c ove r 
more than 250 offshore work-
e r s  o n  t h e  U K  C o n t i n e n t a l 
Shelf, giving the union a formal 
role in discussions on pay, jobs 
and working conditions.

T h e  a g r e e m e n t  a p p l i e s 
to seven assets l inked to the 
Fo r t i e s  a n d  B e r y l  o i l  f i e l d s . 
Unite said the deal allows it to 
negotiate on behalf  of  work-
e r s  e m p l o y e d  a c ro s s  t h o s e 
instal lat ions by Apache Cor-
poration, a subsidiary of APA 
Corporation.

According to the union, the 
c ove re d  wo r k fo rc e  i n c l u d e s 
e l e c t r i c a l ,  i n s t r u m e n t ,  m e -
chanical and production tech-
n i c i a n s ,  a s  we l l  a s  te l e c o m s 
technicians and radio opera-
tors.

U n i t e  G e n e ra l  S e c re t a r y 
S h a r o n  G r a h a m  s a i d  t h e 
a g r e e m e n t  w a s  a n  i m p o r t -
ant result  for the union in the 
o f f s h o r e  s e c t o r  a n d  s a i d  i t 

reflected continued efforts to 
i m p rove  pay,  j o b s  a n d  wo r k-
ing condit ions for oi l  and gas 
workers.

S t e v i e  D a v i e s ,  U n i t e ’ s 
I n d u s t r i a l  O f f i c e r,  s a i d  t h e 
agreement gives the union a 
basis to seek better terms for 
Apache workers across sever-
al offshore assets.

Unite also pointed to other 
r e c e n t  o u t c o m e s  f o r  N o r t h 
Sea workers,  including a pay 
agreement with Adura Energy, 
a  t wo -ye a r  p ay  d e a l  fo r  S o -
dexo workers at  Sul lom Voe, 
and an improved pension offer 
fo r  m o re  t h a n  4 0 0  B i l f i n g e r 
workers.

The union s aid i t  has also 
launched its Keep The Nor th 
Sea Working campaign ahead 
o f  t h e  H o l y r o o d  e l e c t i o n s . 
The campaign calls for Scot-
t i s h  p o l i t i c i a n s  t o  s u p p o r t  a 
n o - c o m p u l s o r y- re d u n d a n c y 
p l e d g e  t o  p ro t e c t  j o b s ,  p ay 
and condit ions in  the oi l  and 
gas sector.

hmt-news.com

Image source: Shutterstock

Sirius to Design Hybrid AHSV for FDA

12, April 2026

S i r i u s  D e s i g n  &  I n t e -
g ra t i o n  A S  h a s  b e e n 

s e l e c t e d  b y  F i n n s n e s  D y k k 
&  A n l e g g s e r v i c e  A S  a s  d e -
s i g n  a n d  syste m  i nte g rat i o n 
partner for a next-generation 
A n c h o r  H a n d l i n g  &  S u b s e a 
Vessel (AHSV). The vessel will 
b e  b u i l t  by  Za m a ko n a  Ya rd s 
Bilbao in Spain and is sched-
uled for delivery in Q2 2028.

Th e  ve s s e l  w i l l  s a i l  u n d e r 
the Norwegian flag and will be 
classed by DNV. Its design is 
based on hybrid diesel-elec-
t r i c  p ro p u l s i o n  w i t h  b a t t e r y 
sto rag e  a n d  H VO  re ad i n e s s . 
Key  s p e c i f i c at i o n s  i n c l u d e  a 
minimum 50-tonne bollard pull 
and a service speed of about 
12 knots.

T h e  A H S V  w i l l  a l s o  b e 
e q u i p p e d  w i t h  a n  R OV  h a n -
gar with launch and recovery 

s y s t e m ,  a  2 5 0 - t o n n e  c a b l e 
t u r n t a b l e ,  h e av y- l i f t  c ra n e s 
a n d  d y n a m i c  p o s i t i o n i n g  fo r 
precis ion offshore work .  Ac-
cording to the project descrip-
t i o n ,  t h e  v e s s e l  i s  i n t e n d e d 
for mult i-purpose operations 
including anchor handling, off-
shore fish farming, pipelaying 
and subsea work.

The contract marks a new 
p r o j e c t  f o r  S i r i u s  D e s i g n  & 
Integration AS and continued 

c o o p e r a t i o n  w i t h  F i n n s n e s 
Dykk & Anleggservice AS and 

Zamakona Yards Bilbao.
hmt-news.com

Photo source: Sirius Design & Integration AS

DS Carolina Contract Extended Off Brazil

Ventura Offshore extended the contract for DS Carolina offshore Brazil by 135 days, adding about $29 
million in backlog and shifting the next mobilization window to January 2027.

12, April 2026

Ve n t u r a  O f f s h o r e  h a s 
announced a 135-day 

extension for the sixth-gener-
ation ultra-deepwater drillship 
DS Carolina offshore Brazil.

T h e  ex t e n s i o n  ke e p s  D S 
C a ro l i n a  w o r k i n g  u n t i l  S e p -
tember 2026 and adds about 
$29 mil l ion to the company ’s 
backlog.

Fo l l o w i n g  t h e  ex t e n s i o n , 
t h e  m o b i l i z at i o n  w i n d ow  fo r 

t h e  r i g ’s  n ext  c o nt rac t  i n  t h e 
S e p i a -At a p u  f i e l d  h a s  b e e n 
m ove d  to  J a n u a r y  2 0 27.  N o 
ot h e r  c h a n g e s  we re  a g re e d 
for that assignment.

Guilherme Coelho, CEO of 
Ventura Offshore, said the ex-
tension strengthens the com-
p a n y ’s  b a c k l o g  a n d  re f l e c t s 
continued demand for its as-
sets offshore Brazil. He added 
t h at  t h e  rev i s e d  t i m i n g  s u p -
ports the transition of DS Car-
o l i n a  i nto  i ts  n ext  c a m p a i g n 

while maintaining operational 
c o nt i n u i t y  a n d  eff i c i e n c y  fo r 
the client.

DS Carolina can operate in 
water depths of up to 10,000 
fe et  a n d  h as  a  d r i l l i n g  d e pt h 
capacity of up to 40,000 feet.

T h e  l a t e s t  ex t e n s i o n ,  t o -
gether with the extension for 
SSV Victoria announced on 2 
April 2026, brings the compa-
ny’s total additional backlog to 
$495 million.

hmt-news.comDS Carolina (Source: MarineTraffic.com)

Dajin Expands Offshore Wind Installation in Europe

Dajin Heavy Industry has partnered with Zhengli Offshore Engineering to develop a 3,500-tonne offshore 
wind installation vessel, marking its entry into the European installation market and strengthening its 
integrated value chain across manufacturing, transport, port services, and offshore installation.

13, April 2026

Da j i n  H e a v y  I n d u s t r y 
C o . , L t d  h a s  e n t e r e d 

t h e  Eu ro p e a n  offs h o re  w i n d 
instal lat ion market through a 
strategic cooperation agree-
m e n t  w i t h  Z h e n g l i  O f f s h o re 
Engineering to jointly develop 
a  3 , 5 0 0 - to n n e  w i n d  i n sta l l a-
tion vessel.

The project leverages Da-
jin’s existing experience in Eu-
rope, with plans to customize 
the vessel to meet local instal-
lation requirements. The com-
p a n y  a i m s  t o  a c c e l e ra t e  i t s 
entry into the offshore installa-
tion segment while shortening 
deployment timelines.

T h e  p a r t n e r s h i p  w i l l  a l s o 

explore long-term col labora-
tion in vessel research and de-
velopment, alongside broader 
market expansion initiatives.

This move marks a further 
extension of  Daj in’s  offshore 
wind value chain—from core 
equipment manufactur ing to 
installation—enabling integrat-
ed solut ions covering manu-
facturing, transportation, port 
services, and offshore installa-
tion for European developers.

E u r o p e  r e m a i n s  a  k e y 
market in Dajin’s global strat-
e g y,  a n d  t h i s  c o o p e r a t i o n 
r e p r e s e n t s  a n o t h e r  s t e p  i n 
s t r e n g t h e n i n g  i t s  f u l l  v a l u e 
c h a i n  c a p a b i l i t i e s  i n  t h e  re -
gion.

hmt-news.com Image courtesy of Dajin Heavy Industry.

ABL Group Extends Egypt 

Ties With PetroSafe
ABL Group companies in Egypt have signed an MoU with 
PetroSafe to support safety and operational performance 
across offshore and onshore energy assets, including marine 
assurance, ports consultancy, and decarbonization-related 
services.

14, April 2026

ABL Group companies 
i n  Eg y pt  h ave  s i g n e d 

a  m e m o r a n d u m  o f  u n d e r -
s t a n d i n g  w i t h  Pe t ro S a fe  t o 
expand technical cooperation 
fo r  Eg y pt i a n  e n e rg y  a s s et s , 
c o v e r i n g  b o t h  o f f s h o re  a n d 
onshore operations.

The agreement sets out a 
f ra m ewo r k  fo r  j o i nt  wo r k  o n 
te c h n i c a l  s e r v i c e s  a i m e d  at 
supporting safety and opera-
tional performance across the 
full l ife of energy facilities and 
subsea infrastructure in Egypt. 
Through the arrangement, Pe-
troSafe will draw on the capa-
bilities of ABL and Longitude, 
t w o  o f  A B L  G ro u p’s  E g y p t -

based businesses.
U n d e r  t h e  M o U,  A B L  w i l l 

p r o v i d e  m a r i n e  a s s u r a n c e 
s e r v i c e s  o n  a  c a l l - of f  b a s i s . 
T h e  s c o p e  i n c l u d e s  v e s s e l 
suitability surveys, inspections 
and audits, pre-purchase and 
c o n d i t i o n  s u r veys ,  D P  t r i a l s , 
c o n s u l t i n g ,  a n d  c r i t i c a l  sy s -
tems consultancy.

In addit ion,  ABL and Lon-
gitude wil l  support PetroSafe 
with consultancy services for 
por ts and harbors,  including 
decarbonization-related work.

T h e  n e w  a g r e e m e n t  e x-
tends an earlier MoU between 
the parties focused on asset 
a n d  d at a  m a n a g e m e n t .  A b -
dulhameed Yehya ,  engineer-
ing projects lead in  Egypt at 

ABL, said the combined capa-
bilities of ABL, Longitude, and 
PetroSafe offer the Egyptian 
energy market an integrated 
technical service covering en-
gineering,  safety,  HSEQ, and 
marine assurance across an 
asset’s operating life.

A B L  G ro u p  c o m pa n i e s  i n 
E g y p t  h a v e  o p e r a t e d  f r o m 
Cairo since 2018.  Their  loc al 
track record includes field de-
velopment engineering, asset 
integrity management, marine 
a s s u ra n c e ,  r i g  m o v i n g  s u p -
port,  marine warranty survey, 
a n d  e n e rg y  t ra n s i t i o n  t e c h -
nical advisory.  ABL and Lon-
gitude are part of Oslo-l isted 
ABL Group ASA.

hmt-news.com

Photo courtesy of ABL Group

14, April 2026

A s s o . s u b s e a ’ s  n e w 
c a b l e - l a y i n g  v e s s e l 

A l t h e a  h a s  e n t e re d  t h e  h u l l 
a s s e m b l y  s t a g e  fo l l o w i n g  a 
keel-laying ceremony at Chi-
na Merchants Heavy Industry 
(CMHI).

The ceremony took place 
on 9 April  at CMHI’s shipyard 
o n  M a z h o u  I s l a n d  i n  S h e n -
z h e n .  I t  m a r ke d  t h e  s t a r t  o f 
vessel  assembly,  around f ive 
months after the construction 
of Althea was announced on 5 
November 2025.

I oa n n i s  To g i as ,  E xe c u t i ve 

Director of Marine Technology 
at Asso.subsea, said the keel 
l ay i n g  m a r ke d  a n  i m p o r t a n t 
s t e p  i n  s t r e n g t h e n i n g  t h e 
company’s fleet and technical 
c a p a b i l i t i e s .  H e  a d d e d  t h a t 
the vessel reflects the compa-
ny ’s long-term vision to meet 
c h a n g i n g  o f f s h o r e  e n e r g y 
market demand with reliability 
and precision.

Althea will have a cable ca-
pacity of 12,000 tonnes in one, 
t w o,  o r  t h re e  c a ro u s e l  d i v i -
sions. The vessel is designed 
for long sections and bundled 
cable laying.

I t  w i l l  b e  e q u i p p e d  w i t h 

a  h y b r i d  d i e s e l  a n d  b a t t e r y 
power generat ion plant .  The 
vessel will also feature metha-
nol-ready engines capable of 
running on biofuels and com-
p l i a n t  w i t h  I M O  T i e r  I I I  N Ox 
e m i s s i o n  s t a n d a r d s ,  a l o n g 
w i t h  c o l d  i ro n i n g  c a p a b i l i t y 
and a number of energy-sav-
ing features.

D e l i ve r y  i s  ex p e c te d  n ext 
year.  Once del ivered,  Althea 
wi l l  join Ariadne and Atalanti 
in Asso.subsea’s cable-laying 
fleet.

hmt-news.com

Hull Assembly Starts for Asso.subsea Cable Layer Althea

Asso.subsea’s new cable-laying vessel Althea has entered hull assembly at CMHI in Shenzhen, with 
delivery of the 12,000-tonne-capacity vessel expected next year.

Photo source: Asso.subsea
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Borr Drilling Sees More Rigs Return to Work
Borr Drilling said Arabia III has resumed work offshore Saudi Arabia, while Groa and Arabia II are due to 
restart in April 2026. The company also expects Odin to begin work next month and confirmed a new six-
month award for Skald in Southeast Asia.

13, April 2026

Borr Drilling said several 
r i g s  a re  m ov i n g  b ac k 

i n to  o p e rat i o n  a s  d i s r u pt i o n 
in the Middle East eases and 
new contract activity adds to 
its 2026 schedule.

Among the company’s four 
r i g s  i n  t h e  M i d d l e  East ,  A ra -
bia I I I  resumed work offshore 
S a u d i  A r a b i a  i n  l a t e  M a r c h 
2 0 2 6 .  B o r r  D r i l l i n g  a l s o  re -
ceived restart notices for Groa 
i n  Qat a r  a n d  A ra b i a  I I  i n  t h e 
UAE . Both r igs are expected 
to resume operations in Apri l 
2026.

T h e  f o u r t h  r i g  i n  t h e  r e -
gion, Forseti,  is operated by a 

third par ty under a bareboat 
char ter.  The r ig is  now being 
prepared to return to service 
in Qatar.

C h i e f  e x e c u t i v e  B r u n o 
M o ra n d  s a i d  t h e  c o m p a ny ’s 
offshore and onshore teams 
had managed the interruption 
caused by geopolitical events 
i n  t h e  M i d d l e  E a s t  i n  a  s a fe 
and effective manner.

O u t s i d e  t h e  re g i o n ,  O d i n 
was  d u e  to  sta r t  wo r k  i n  t h e 
G u l f  of  A m e r i c a ,  o r  t h e  U.S. 
Gulf  of  Mexico,  ear l ier  in  the 
ye a r.  Th at  st a r t  wa s  p u s h e d 
b a c k  b e c a u s e  a d d i t i o n a l 
maintenance was required be-
fore the rig begins its contract 
with Cantium. The unit is now 

expected to star t  operations 
in April 2026.

I n  S o u t h e a s t  A s i a ,  S k a l d 
has received a binding letter 
of award from an undisclosed 
o p e r a t o r.  T h e  c a m p a i g n  i s 
s c h e d u l e d  t o  b e g i n  i n  Q 2 
2026 and is  expected to run 
for about six months.

Fo r  f u l l - y e a r  2 0 2 6 ,  B o r r 
Drilling said contract coverage 
stands at 70% at an average 
d ay  rate  of  a b o u t  $ 1 3 4 ,0 0 0. 
Coverage is 78% for the f irst 
h a l f  of  t h e  ye a r  a n d  62 %  fo r 
the second half.

Morand said recent events 
have suppor ted higher com -
m o d i t y  p r i c e s  a n d  re n e w e d 
attention on energy security, 

which are expected to speed 
up rig activity.  He added that 
re c e nt  t a l ks  w i t h  c u sto m e rs 
s h o w  e a r l i e r  s i g n s  o f  t h i s 
t r e n d ,  w i t h  m o r e  u r g e n c y 

around awarding existing ten-
ders and moving some drilling 
programs forward.
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TotalEnergies Finds More Hydrocarbons Offshore Congo
TotalEnergies EP Congo has made a new hydrocarbon discovery on the Moho license offshore Congo, 
where the MHNM-6 NFW well encountered about 160 m of hydrocarbons. The company plans to develop 
the find, alongside earlier Moho F discoveries, through a tie-back to existing Moho facilities.

13, April 2026

TotalEnergies EP Con -
g o  h a s  m a d e  a  n e w 

hydrocarbon discovery on the 
M o h o  l i c e n s e  offs h o re  C o n-

go after dri l l ing the MHNM-6 
NF W explorat ion wel l  on the 
Moho G structure.

The company said the well 
e n c o u nte re d  a  hyd ro c a r b o n 
c o l u m n  o f  a b o u t  1 6 0  m  i n 

g o o d - q u a l i t y  A l b i a n  r e s e r -
v o i r s .  I t  a l s o  c a r r i e d  o u t  a n 
extensive data acquisition and 
s a m p l i n g  c a m p a i g n  t o  s u p -
port subsurface interpretation 
and future development.

To t a l E n e r g i e s  s a i d  t h e 
M o h o  G  d i s c ove r y,  to g et h e r 
with previous discoveries on 
the nearby Moho F structure, 
i s  p l a n n e d  t o  b e  d e v e l o p e d 
as  a  t i e - bac k  to  t h e  ex i st i n g 
Moho facilities. These discov-
e r i e s  a re  c o n s i d e re d  to  re p -
resent recoverable resources 
estimated at close to 100 mil-
lion barrels.

N i c o l a  M a v i l l a ,  S e n i o r 
V i c e - P re s i d e n t  E x p l o ra t i o n 
a t  To t a l E n e r g i e s ,  s a i d  t h e 

d i s c o v e r y  b e n e f i t s  f ro m  i t s 
proximity to exist ing produc-
tion infrastructure, enabling a 
short-cycle and cost-effective 
t i e - b a c k  d e v e l o p m e n t .  H e 
added that, by using the com-
p a n y ’s  t e c h n i c a l  e x p e r t i s e 
a n d  ex i s t i n g  i n f ra s t r u c t u re , 
TotalEnergies is creating the 
conditions for future value-ac-
cretive production.

To t a l E n e rg i e s  E P  C o n g o 
i s  t h e  o p e rato r  of  t h e  M o h o 
l icense with a 63.5% interest. 
Its partners are Trident Energy 
with 21.5% and Société Natio-
n a l e  d e s  Pét ro l e s  d u  C o n g o 
(SNPC) with 15%.

T h e  e x i s t i n g  p r o d u c t i o n 
fac i l i t i e s  i n c l u d e  t h e  f l oat i n g 

p ro d u c t i o n  u n i t s  A l i m a  a n d 
Likouf,  which enable current 
o u t p u t  of  a ro u n d  9 0  k b o e/d 
on a 100% basis.

M o h o  i s  l o c a t e d  8 0  k m 
off Pointe Noire in deepwater 
offshore Congo. Production at 
the field increased significant-
ly in 2017 with the start-up of 
the Moho Nord project.

The discovery comes days 
after TotalEnergies completed 
t h e  m e rg e r  o f  i t s  U K  N o r t h 
Sea upstream business with 
NEO NEXT, creating what the 
c o m p a n y  d e s c r i b e d  a s  t h e 
l a rg e st  i n d e p e n d e n t  o i l  a n d 
gas producer in the UK.
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Petrobras Reports New Deepwater Find in Campos Basin
Petrobras has reported a new hydrocarbon discovery in block C-M-477 in Brazil’s pre-salt Campos Basin, 
with laboratory analysis set to assess reservoir conditions and fluid characteristics.

14, April 2026

Pe t r o b r a s  h a s  a n -
nounced a new hydro-

c arbon discover y in the pre-
salt area of the Campos Basin 
offshore Brazil ,  following dril l-
ing activity in deepwater block 
C-M-477.

The discover y c ame from 
e x p l o r a t o r y  w e l l  1 - B R S A -

1 4 0 4 D C - R J S  i n  S e c t o r  S C -
AP4.  The wel l  is  loc ated 201 
k m  o f f  t h e  c o a s t  o f  R i o  d e 
Janeiro state in water depth of 
2,984 m.

According to the company, 
the hydroc arbon-bearing in-
ter val  was identif ied through 
electr ic logs,  gas shows and 
f luid sampling.  The col lected 
samples wi l l  now be sent for 

laborator y analysis to define 
reser voir  condit ions and the 
c h a rac te r i st i c s  of  t h e  f l u i d s . 
T h a t  w o r k  w i l l  s u p p o r t  t h e 
n ext  stag e  of  eva l u at i n g  t h e 
block’s potential.

Block C-M-477 is operated 
by  Pet ro b ra s ,  w h i c h  h o l d s  a 
70 %  wo r k i n g  i n te re st ,  w h i l e 
BP holds the remaining 30%. 
The block was awarded in the 

16th Bidding Round conduct-
ed by Brazil’s National Agency 
fo r  Pe t ro l e u m ,  N a t u ra l  G a s 
a n d  B i of u e l s  u n d e r  t h e  c o n -
cession regime.

Petrobras said operations 
i n  C - M - 4 7 7  fo r m  p a r t  o f  i t s 
strategy to renew oil  and gas 
reserves through exploration 
i n  f ro n t i e r  a re a s  c a r r i e d  o u t 
w i t h  pa r t n e rs .  Th e  c o m pa ny 

a d d e d  t h at  t h e  a p p ro a c h  i s 
i nte n d e d  to  h e l p  s e c u re  d o -
mestic energy supply during 
the energy transition.

T h e  c o m p a n y  h a s  a l s o 
m ove d  to  ex p a n d  i t s  h yd ro -
c a r b o n  p o r t f o l i o  t h r o u g h 
recent r ig deals with Valar is , 
Seadril l ,  Transocean, Ventura 
Offshore and Constellation.
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Argentina FLNG Work Awarded to CoreMarine 

and Jumbo Offshore

CoreMarine and Jumbo Offshore have secured the installation and hook-up scope for the FLNG Hilli 
Episeyo and MKII in Argentina under a contract awarded by SESA, covering SSY mooring installation, 
offshore construction and multi-vessel operations.

13, April 2026

Co r e M a r i n e  a n d 
J u m b o  O f f s h o r e 

h a v e  w o n  t h e  i n s t a l l a t i o n 
a n d  h o o k- u p  s c o p e  i n  A r-

g e n t i n a  fo r  t h e  F L N G  H i l l i 
Episeyo and the FLNG MKII. 
Th e  c o nt rac t  was  awa rd e d 
b y  S o u t h e r n  E n e r g y  S . A . 
(SESA),  which is supported 
by a consortium comprising 

Pan American Energy,  YPF, 
Pampa Energía, Harbour En-
ergy, and Golar LNG.

The award covers one of 
A rg e nt i n a’s  key  g as  ex p o r t 
developments as the coun-

try moves to expand export 
c a p a c i t y.  U n d e r  t h e  c o n -
tract,  CoreMarine wil l  serve 
as  l e ad  c o nt rac to r  a n d  w i l l 
engage Jumbo Offshore for 
the transport and installation 
of the SSY mooring system, 
including heavy lift and piling 
work.

T h e  of f s h o re  s c o p e  w i l l 
t h e n  c o n t i n u e  w i t h  d i v i n g 
and construct ion act iv it ies, 
i n c l u d i n g  s p o o l  i n s t a l l a -
t i o n ,  ba l l ast i n g ,  r i s e r  h o o k-
u p ,  p r e - c o m m i s s i o n i n g , 
p o s i t i o n i n g ,  a n d  h o o k- u p 
of the two FLNG units.  The 
c a m p a i g n  i s  s et  to  i n vo l ve 
simultaneous offshore oper-
at i o n s  ac ro s s  h e av y  l i ft i n g , 
riser installation, piling, spool 
installation, saturation diving, 
and multi-vessel Simops.

T h e  w o r k  w i l l  r e q u i r e 
s e v e r a l  o f f s h o r e  a s s e t s , 
i n c l u d i n g  D S V s ,  s u p p o r t 
vessels, and station-keeping 
tugs. Ben Fitzgerald, CEO of 
CoreMarine, said the project 
ranks among the most com-

p l ex  of f s h o re  c o n st r u c t i o n 
c ampaigns and added that 
the company aims not only 
to complete both FLNG in-
st a l l at i o n s  b u t  a l s o  to  h e l p 
b u i l d  l o c a l  c a p a b i l i t y  f o r 
f u t u re  offs h o re  wo r k  i n  t h e 
region.

T h e  S SY  s y s t e m s ,  s u p -
plied by NOV, will  allow both 
FLNG units to weathervane 
a r o u n d  a  s i n g l e  m o o r i n g 
p o i n t  i n  l i n e  w i t h  e n v i ro n -
mental forces. According to 
the project par t ies,  this ap-
proach offers a cost-efficient 
alternative by avoiding fixed 
infrastructure such as jetties.

P r o j e c t  m a n a g e m e n t 
a n d  e n g i n e e r i n g  st a r te d  i n 
J a n u a r y  2 0 2 6 .  I n s t a l l at i o n 
of the FLNG Hil l i  Episeyo is 
s c h e d u l e d  fo r  2 0 2 7,  w h i l e 
the FLNG MKII is due to fol-
low in 2028.  The c ampaign 
will mark the first use of SSY 
technology in Argentine wa-
ters.
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Petronas Carigali Awards 

Bintulu Phase 2 Scope to Petra 

Energy

Petra Energy has secured four work orders worth RM298 
million from Petronas Carigali for Phase 2 of the Bintulu 
integrated facilities rejuvenation project, covering hook-up and 
commissioning services as well as procurement, engineering, 
construction, and commissioning work.

13, April 2026

Pe t r a  E n e r g y  h a s  r e -
c e i ve d  a n d  a c c e pte d 

four work orders from Petro-
nas Carigal i  for  hook-up and 
c o m m i s s i o n i n g  s e r v i c e s  fo r 

P h a s e  2  of  t h e  B i n t u l u  i n te -
grated faci l i t ies rejuvenat ion 
project. The work orders have 
a combined value of  RM2 98 
m i l l i o n ,  e q u i va l e n t  t o  a b o u t 
$75 million.

According to Petra Energy, 
t h e  s c o p e  c o v e r s  p r o c u r e -
ment of bulk items, engineer-
ing activities, and construction 
and commissioning work for 
the second phase of the Bin-
tulu rejuvenation project.

I n  a  f i l i n g  w i t h  B u rs a  M a -
laysia ,  Petra Energy said the 
work orders are expected to 

c o n t r i b u t e  p o s i t i v e l y  t o  t h e 
group’s earnings and net as-
sets per share for the financial 
y e a r  e n d i n g  3 1  D e c e m b e r 
2026 and thereafter unti l  the 
contract expires.

T h e  l a t e s t  a w a r d  u n d e r -
s c o re s  Pe t ra  E n e rg y ’s  c o n -
tinued traction with Petronas 
Carigali  as ongoing rejuvena-
t i o n  a n d  m a i nte n a n c e  ac t i v-
i t i e s  c o nt i n u e  ac ro s s  M a l ay-
sia’s oil and gas infrastructure.
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Floatel Victory Adds 

Equinor Brazil Job

14, April 2026

F loatel International has 
c o n v e r t e d  a  l e t t e r  o f 

intent into a firm three-month 
contract for Floatel Victory at 
Equinor ’s  Bac alhau f ie ld off-
shore Brazil.

Th e  as s i g n m e nt  i s  d u e  to 
start in mid-2026 after the unit 
c o m p l e t e s  i t s  c u r re n t  c a m -
paign with Karoon.  The con-
tract also includes extension 
o pt i o n s  l i n ke d  to  t h e  p ro j e c t 
schedule.

The new award adds to an 
already active program for the 
2 0 1 3 - b u i l t  s e m i s u b m e r s i b l e 
accommodation unit, which is 
set to stay employed in Brazil 
through much of the year.

Earlier in 2026, Floatel also 

t u r n e d  a  p r e v i o u s  l e t t e r  o f 
intent with Brava Energia into 
a f irm six-month contract for 
Floatel Victory. That campaign 
i s  s c h e d u l e d  to  b e g i n  i n  t h e 
fourth quarter of 2026 after a 
planned maintenance stop fol-
lowing the unit’s current work.

To g e t h e r,  t h e s e  a w a r d s 
keep Floatel  Victor y working 
for mult iple operators in Bra-
zi l .  The contracts also reflect 
c o nt i n u e d  d e m a n d  fo r  f l ote l 
c a p ac i t y  t i e d  to  offs h o re  i n -
stallation, hook-up and main-
tenance activity.

Th e  B ac a l h a u  f i e l d ,  o p e r-
ated by Equinor, is one of the 
large offshore developments 
supporting vessel demand in 
Brazil.
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Floatel International has confirmed a firm three-
month contract for Floatel Victory at Equinor’s 
Bacalhau field in Brazil. The award begins in 
mid-2026 and adds to the unit’s existing work 
programme in the country.
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Dolphin Drilling LOI Sets Up 

Borgland Dolphin Deal

Dolphin Drilling AS said an undisclosed party signed a letter of 
intent for a potential Borgland Dolphin contract worth about 
$230 million. The proposed term would start in the second half 
of 2027 and run to October 2031, with a further five-year option 
expected.

15, April 2026 Dolphin Dri l l ing AS said 
a n  u n d i s c l o s e d  p a r t y 

has signed a letter of intent for 

a contract for the rig Borgland 
Dolphin, with a potential value 
of about $230 million.

The contract is scheduled 
t o  b e g i n  i n  t h e  s e c o n d  h a l f 
o f  2 0 2 7,  i n  d i re c t  c o n t i n u a -
t i o n  a f t e r  B o rg l a n d  D o l p h i n 
i s  re l e a s e d  f ro m  i t s  ex i st i n g 
contract with Repsol Investi-
gaciones Petroliferas S.A.

The f irm term is set to run 
until the expiry of the rig’s cur-
rent Special Period Survey in 
October 2031,  including mo-
bil ization and demobil ization. 
The contract is also expected 
to include options for a further 
five years.

The parties intend to con-
tinue negotiating the contract 
under the letter of intent.  The 
c o m p a n y  s a i d  t h e  L O I  i n -
cludes a termination fee of up 
to $3.8 mill ion in favor of Dol-
phin Dri l l ing AS and remains 
subject to final agreement and 
respect ive management ap -
provals.

hmt-news.com

Image source: Dolphin Drilling

Transocean Wins 

Petrobras Extension 

for Deepwater 

Corcovado

Transocean has secured a 1,156-day 
extension from Petrobras for Deepwater 
Corcovado, adding about $445 million to 
backlog and keeping the drillship working 
through November 2030.

15, April 2026

T r a n s o c e a n  h a s  s e -
cured another contract 

extension in Brazil after Petro-
bras agreed to continue work 
with the ultra-deepwater dril l-
ship Deepwater Corcovado.

T h e  n e w  a w a r d  c o v e r s 
1 ,1 5 6  d ays  a n d  w i l l  fo l l ow  d i -
re c t l y  a f t e r  t h e  r i g ’s  c u r re n t 
program ends.  Based on the 
updated terms, the extension 
i s  e x p e c t e d  t o  a d d  a b o u t 
$445 mil l ion to Transocean’s 
backlog and keep Deepwater 
C o rc ovad o  wo r k i n g  t h ro u g h 
November 2030.

T h e  c o m p a n y  a l s o  s a i d 
i t s  e x i s t i n g  b a c k l o g  w i l l  b e 
reduced by about $20 mill ion 

from Apri l  2026 unti l  the new 
contract starts in September 
2 0 2 7.  A c c o r d i n g  t o  Tr a n s -
ocean, that change reflects re-
vised terms that apply before 
the extension period begins.

T h e  l a t e s t  awa rd  fo l l o w s 
a n o t h e r  a c t i v e  s t r e t c h  f o r 
T r a n s o c e a n .  E a r l i e r  t h i s 
month, the offshore dril ler an-
nounced a series of contracts 
a n d  ex te n s i o n s  wo r t h  c l o s e 
t o  $ 1  b i l l i o n .  T h o s e  a w a rd s 
improved visibi l ity across the 
f l e e t  a n d  s t re n g t h e n e d  t h e 
company’s position in key off-
shore markets, including Brazil 
and the North Sea.
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Deepwater Corcovado (Photo source: Raimundo Araujo via LinkedIn)

14, April 2026

Ch e v r o n  h a s  a g r e e d 
a n  a s s e t  s w a p  w i t h 

Pet ro l e o s  d e  Ve n ez u e l a  a n d 
its subsidiaries to expand its 
position in Venezuela’s heavy 

oil sector.
U n d e r  t h e  a g r e e m e n t , 

Chevron wil l  receive an addi-
tional 13.21% working interest 
i n  t h e  P e t r o i n d e p e n d e n c i a 
jo int  venture,  rais ing i ts  total 
sta ke  to  49 % .  Th e  Pet ro p i a r 

joint venture, in which Chevron 
holds 30%, has also secured 
rights to develop the adjacent 
Ayacucho 8 area in the Orino-
co Oil Belt.

In exchange, Venezuela will 
take over Chevron’s 60% op-
erated interest in the offshore 
P l at afo r m a  D e l t a n a  B l o c k  2 
l i c e n s e ,  w h i c h  c o n t a i n s  t h e 
Lo ra n  g as  d i s c ove r y,  a n d  i ts 
1 0 0 %  o p e r a t e d  i n t e r e s t  i n 
B l o c k  3 ,  w h i c h  c o nt a i n s  t h e 
M a c u i ra  g a s  d i s c ove r y.  T h e 
t r a n s a c t i o n  a l s o  i n c l u d e s 
C h e v ro n’s  2 5 . 2 %  n o n - o p e r-
ate d  i n te re st  i n  t h e  Pet ro i n -
d e p e n d i e nte  j o i nt  ve nt u re  i n 
western Venezuela.

Javier La Rosa ,  President 
of Chevron Base Assets and 
E m e r g i n g  C o u n t r i e s ,  s a i d 

Chevron Expands Venezuela 

Heavy Oil Position

Chevron has agreed an asset swap in Venezuela that lifts 
its Petroindependencia stake to 49% and gives Petropiar 
rights over Ayacucho 8, while offshore gas interests move to 
Venezuela.

the agreement broadens the 
company ’s heavy oi l  posit ion 
i n  t w o  ke y  j o i n t  v e n t u re s  i n 
Venezuela and reflects its dis-
c i p l i n e d  d eve l o p m e nt  of  t h e 
country ’s signif icant resourc-
es.  He added that Ayacucho 
8  i s  a  p ro d u c i n g  as s et  c l o s e 
to  Pet ro p i a r,  s u p p o r t i n g  d e -
velopment efficiency, and de-
scribed the swap as another 
step in Chevron’s long history 
in Venezuela while reinforcing 
its role in regional energy se-
curity.

C h ev ro n  s a i d  i t  h as  o p e r-
ated in Venezuela since 1923. 
T h e  c o m p a n y  s a i d  Pe t ro i n -
d e p e n d e n c i a  a n d  Pe t ro p i a r 
produce extra-heavy oi l  from 
p r o j e c t s  i n  t h e  O r i n o c o  O i l 
B e l t .  Ac ro s s  L at i n  A m e r i c a , 
Chevron maintains production 
and exploration operations in 
Argentina ,  Guyana and Ven-
ez u e l a ,  a n d  h o l d s  a b o u t  3 5 
a c t i ve  ex p l o rat i o n  b l o c ks  i n 
Brazil, Suriname, Uruguay and 
Peru.
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EXMAR Launches FSRU 

Conversion for Eemshaven 

Expansion

EXMAR has launched conversion work for a new FSRU tied to 
the long-term expansion of EemsEnergyTerminal. The project 
includes a second unit alongside EEMSHAVEN LNG and would 
bring total regasification capacity to 1,350 MMSCFD.

Photo source: EXMAR
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EX M A R  h a s  l a u n c h e d 
conversion work for a 

n ew  f l o at i n g  sto ra g e  re g a s -
i f i c a t i o n  u n i t  a s  p a r t  o f  t h e 
long-term expansion of Eem-
sEnergyTerminal, a subsidiary 
o f  G a s u n i e  a n d  Vo p a k .  T h e 
move follows the signing of a 
conditional charter party cov-
ering both the extension of the 
ex i s t i n g  E E M S H AV E N  L N G 
FSRU and a newly converted 
FSRU. The project is based on 
EemsEnergyTerminal’s inten-
tion to take a conditional final 
investment decision in the first 

half of 2026.
As part of the project,  EX-

MAR secured a dual-fuel die-
s e l - e l e c t r i c  m e m b ra n e  L N G 
c a r r i e r  f o r  t h e  c o n v e r s i o n . 
T h e  c o m p a n y  a l s o  i n i t i at e d 
engineering activities and or-
d e re d  a  75 0  M M S C F D  L N G 
regasification plant from Gas 
Solutions.

T h e  c o n v e r s i o n  w o r k s 
mark the next step in support-
i n g  c o n t i n u e d  o p e rat i o n s  at 
E e m s E n e r g y Te r m i n a l ,  w i t h 
a n  a nt i c i pate d  c o nf i g u rat i o n 
of two FSRUs owned and op-
erated by EXMAR. Under the 
planned setup, the converted 

F S R U  w o u l d  b e  p o s i t i o n e d 
n ex t  t o  E E M S H AV E N  L N G , 
which remains on site.

I n  t h at  c o n f i g u rat i o n ,  t h e 
terminal  is  expected to have 
a combined LNG storage ca-
p a c i t y  o f  a b o u t  1 9 0,0 0 0  m ³ 
a n d  t o t a l  re g a s i f i c at i o n  c a -
pacity of 1,350 MMSCFD, with 
improved performance.

Carl-Antoine Saverys, chief 
e x e c u t i v e  o f  E X M A R ,  s a i d 
t h e  s t a r t  o f  t h e  c o n v e r s i o n 
w o r k s  s h o w s  t h a t  E X M A R 
a n d  E e m s E n e r g y Te r m i n a l 
c o n t i n u e  to  wo r k  towa rd  a n 
improved LNG import solution 
for  Europe’s energy security. 
He added that the project re-
inforces EXMAR’s experience 
in floating LNG infrastructure.

EXMAR owns a fleet of 40 
L P G  a n d  a m m o n i a  c a r r i e r s 
as well  as a range of f loating 
LNG and offshore infrastruc-
ture assets.  I ts infrastructure 
b u s i n e s s  f o c u s e s  o n  t h e 
d e v e l o p m e n t ,  c o n s t r u c t i o n , 
ow n e r s h i p  a n d  o p e rat i o n  of 
f loating infrastructure for the 
global energy sector, covering 
e n g i n e e r i n g ,  a s s e t  o w n e r -
ship and operational services 
across projects.

hmt-news.com

Technip Energies 

Secures Two FEED 

Contracts

Technip Energies has won two FEED 
contracts from SOGARA for the revamp 
and expansion of its Port-Gentil refinery 
in Gabon, including debottlenecking work 
and a new modularized Hydrocracker 
Complex.

15, April 2026

Te c h n i p  E n e r g i e s  h a s 
b e e n  a w a r d e d  t w o 

front-end engineering design 
contracts by SOGARA for its 
refinery in Port-Gentil,  Gabon, 
covering both the revamp and 
the expansion of the existing 
refinery.

T h e  f i r st  c o n t ra c t  c ove r s 
FEED work for  the debott le-
necking of SOGARA’s existing 
refinery. It targets key process 
units and includes a new kero-
sene sweetening unit and four 
new storage facilities. Technip 
Energies wi l l  ensure ful l  pro-
c e s s  i n t e g rat i o n  a c ro s s  t h e 
existing and new units.

T h e  s e c o n d  c o n t r a c t 
covers FEED work for a new 
m o d u l a r i z e d  H y d r o c r a c ke r 
C o m p l e x  d e s i g n e d  t o  s i g -
nif ic antly expand SOGARA’s 
re f i n i n g  c a p a c i t y.  I t s  s c o p e 
a l s o  i n c l u d e s  a  n e w  m a r i n e 
jetty and offloading facility. For 
this project, Technip Energies 
w i l l  l eve rag e  i ts  e n g i n e e r i n g 
a n d  t e c h n o l o g y  i n t e g ra t i o n 
capabil it ies, including its pro-
prietar y Steam Methane Re-
forming (SMR) technology for 

hydrogen production.
Both projects are designed 

to  m e et  Af r i c a  5  f u e l  q u a l i t y 
s t a n d a r d s ,  t h e  c o n t i n e n t ’s 
m o s t  s t r i n g e n t  s u l f u r  s p e c -
i f i c at i o n s  fo r  t ra n s p o r t at i o n 
fuels.  According to the com-
pa ny,  t h e  p ro j e c ts  s u p p o r t  a 
reduction in sulfur emissions 
a n d  i m p rove d  a i r  q u a l i t y  fo r 
local communities, while also 
supporting Gabon’s economic 
d eve l o p m e n t  a n d  l o c a l  e m -
ployment.

L o ï c  C h a p u i s ,  P r e s i d e n t 
P ro j e c t  D e l i ve r y  &  S e r v i c e s 
o f  Te c h n i p  E n e r g i e s ,  s a i d 
the two contracts ref lect the 
company ’s exper t ise in  both 
b row n f i e l d  o pt i m i zat i o n  a n d 
c o m p l ex  g re e n f i e l d  p ro j e c t 
development.  He added that 
the new Hydrocracker Com -
p l ex  d e m o n s t ra t e s  Te c h n i p 
E n e rg i e s’  a b i l i t y  to  c o m b i n e 
engineering, technology inte-
gration and proprietar y SMR 
h y d ro g e n  t e c h n o l o g y  i n  a n 
integrated solution.

The award was recorded in 
Q1 2026 in Technip Energies’ 
Technology,  Products & Ser-
vices segment.

hmt-news.com

15, April 2026

ABL has been appoint-
e d  m a r i n e  w a r r a n t y 

surveyor for the transportation 
and instal lat ion scope of  the 
3 9 0  M W  S h i n a n - U i  offs h o re 
wind farm in South Korea.

The project is  being 
developed by Shinan-Ui 
O ffs h o re  W i n d ,  a  c o n -
s o r t i u m  c o m p r i s i n g 
H a n w h a  O c e a n ,  S K 
E t e r n i x ,  KO M I P O,  Fu -
t u re  E n e rg y  Fu n d ,  a n d 
Hyundai Engineering & 
Construction.

Located south of Ui-do is-
land, the development will fea-
ture 26 wind turbines installed 
on bottom-fixed foundations. 
According to the project de-
tails,  it  is intended to support 
S o u t h  Ko re a’s  p l a n  t o  t r i p l e 
renewable energy generation 

by 2030 and will  include both 
wind and solar PV capacity.

I n  S o u t h  Ko re a ,  A B L  w i l l 
provide marine warranty sur-
vey services for transport and 
i n s t a l l at i o n  w o r k ,  a l o n g s i d e 
m a r i n e  a s s u ra n c e  s e r v i c e s 
covering the proposed marine 
spread for the project.

Th e  c o m pa ny ’s  s c o p e  i n-
c l u d e s  rev i ew  a n d  a p p rova l 
of procedures, technical doc-
uments and drawings for the 
ful l  offshore package.  I t  a lso 
covers suitabi l i ty sur veys for 
t h e  p ro p o s e d  f l e e t  a n d  o n -
site attendance to review and 

approve all  warranted marine 
operations.

Junyoung Kim, Operations 
Lead at ABL in South Korea , 
said the project would repre-
sent a breakout offshore wind 
development for the country’s 
energy landscape. He added 
that the company’s local team 
would draw on both domestic 
p re s e n c e  a n d  g l o ba l  m a r i n e 
warranty survey experience in 
offshore wind to support safe, 
efficient and timely delivery.

P a r t  o f  A B L  G ro u p ,  A B L 
has worked on more than 330 
offshore wind projects world-

wide across multiple technical 
ro l e s ,  a l o n g s i d e  s i ste r  c o m -
pa n i e s  OWC  a n d  Lo n g i t u d e. 
Together,  the group has sup-
ported more than 8 GW of off-
shore wind potential capacity 
in South Korea through tech-
nical  due di l igence and advi-
sory work, marine operations, 
jack-up engineering services, 
a n d  m a r i n e  wa r ra nt y  s u r vey 
work for subsea cabling oper-
ations.

ABL is  par t  of  Oslo- l isted 
ABL Group ASA.
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ABL Appointed MWS for S.Korea’s 390 MW Shinan-Ui Project

ABL has been appointed marine warranty surveyor for the 390 MW Shinan-Ui offshore wind farm in South 
Korea, where it will support transportation and installation activities, marine assurance work, fleet suitability 
surveys, and the review and approval of warranted offshore operations.
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Stena DrillMAX Wins Greece Exploration Work
Stena Drilling has secured a new Greece campaign for Stena DrillMAX, with the drillship set to carry out an 
exploration well for Energean Hellas in the northwestern Ionian Sea.

16, April 2026

S t e n a  D r i l l i n g  h a s  s e -
c u re d  a  n ew  offs h o re 

assignment in  Greece for  i ts 
drillship Stena DrillMAX, which 
w i l l  c a r r y  o u t  a n  ex p l o rat i o n 
w e l l  fo r  E n e rg e a n  H e l l a s ,  a 
subsidiary of Energean.

Th e  c a m pa i g n  i s  p l a n n e d 
t o  s t a r t  i n  2 0 2 7  a n d  c o v e r s 
o n e  w e l l  i n  B l o c k  2  i n  t h e 
northwestern Ionian Sea. The 
o p e ra t i o n  w i l l  re q u i re  m a n -
aged pressure drilling.

T h e  wo r k  i s  d e s c r i b e d  i n 
the source material as the first 
deepwater offshore well to be 
drilled in Greece.

B u i l t  i n  2 0 08 ,  Ste n a  D r i l l -
MAX is the f irst  vessel  in the 
Dri l lMAX series.  The dri l lship 
i s  a  h a r s h - e n v i ro n m e n t  D P 
Class 3 unit designed to work 
in water depths of up to 3,048 
m ,  w i t h  a  m a x i m u m  d r i l l i n g 

depth of 10,668 m. The vessel 
c an accommodate 180 peo -
ple.

Stena Drilling also said Ste-
na Dril lMAX was the first dril l-
s h i p  to  re c e i ve  D N V ’s  A bate 
(P) notation.

The latest contract adds to 
the existing working relation-
s h i p  b et we e n  S te n a  D r i l l i n g 
a n d  E n e rg e a n .  T h e  c o m p a -
nies have previously worked 
to g et h e r  o n  offs h o re  d r i l l i n g 
c ampaigns in Israel  and Mo -
rocco.

The rig owner said this op-
erat ing experience suppor ts 
t h e  d e l i v e r y  o f  t h e  G r e e c e 
campaign. The award follows 
Stena Dri l l ing’s recent coop-
e ra t i o n  w i t h  Ke y s t o n e  o n  a 
next-generation well  del ivery 
m o d e l  b u i l t  a ro u n d  a u to m a -
tion.

hmt-news.com
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Vår Energi Submits $360 Million Goliat Expansion Plan

Vår Energi has submitted a revised plan for the Goliat Gas Export project, backing a $360 million 
Barents Sea investment to extend field life and enable future subsea developments.

16, April 2026

Vår Energi  has submit-
ted an updated devel-

opment and operation plan for 
the Goliat Gas Export project 
in  the Barents Sea ,  out l in ing 
a n  i n v e s t m e n t  o f  a p p r o x i -
mately $360 million to support 
extended production from the 
field.

The revised plan, delivered 
t o  N o r way ’s  M i n i s t r y  o f  Pe -
troleum and Energy,  focuses 
o n  i n c r e a s i n g  o i l  r e c o v e r y 
t h ro u g h  o pt i m i ze d  re s e r vo i r 
m a n a g e m e n t  a f t e r  t h e  g a s 
c u r re nt l y  b e i n g  re i n j e c te d  i s 
produced.

Th e  c o m pa ny  state d  t h at 
t h e  p r o j e c t  i s  d e s i g n e d  t o 
ex te n d  t h e  p ro d u c i n g  l i fe  of 
the Goliat f ield by around ten 
y e a r s ,  w i t h  o p e rat i o n s  c o n -
tinuing to about 2050. It  also 
supports further infrastructure 
d eve l o p m e nt  i n  t h e  B a re nts 
Sea and creates a framework 
for additional field tie-backs.

Th e  d eve l o p m e nt  ta rg ets 
2P reserves of 112 mill ion bar-
re l s  o f  o i l  e q u i va l e n t  g ro s s , 
c o r re s p o n d i n g  t o  7 3  m i l l i o n 
barrels of oil equivalent net to 
Vår Energi. Approximately 15% 
of the volumes consist  of  oi l . 
Production start is planned for 

Q3 202 9.The scope includes 
n e w  s u b s e a  i n f r a s t r u c t u r e 
connect ing the Gol iat  FPSO 
to  t h e  S n ø h v i t  p i p e l i n e  sy s -
te m .  Key  c o m p o n e n t s  c o m -
prise a gas riser, umbilical, and 
a  1 2  k m  g as  ex p o r t  p i p e l i n e. 
P l a n n e d  u p g r a d e s  o n  t h e 
FPSO wil l  enable integration 
with the new subsea facilities.

According to Vår Energi, oil 
volumes from the project wil l 

be marketed from the outset, 
while gas wil l  be transported 
to the Hammerfest LNG facil-
ity under a gas bank arrange-
m e n t  w i t h  S n ø h v i t  a n d  s o l d 
w h e n  p r o c e s s i n g  c a p a c i t y 
becomes available.

The PL229 license is oper-
ated by Vår Energi with a 65% 
stake, while Equinor holds the 
remaining 35%.

As the Goliat installation is 
powered from shore, the com-

pany indic ated that the proj-
ect will  not result in additional 
C O 2  e m i s s i o n s .  T h e  ex p o r t 
s o l u t i o n  i s  a l s o  ex p e c te d  to 
support future developments 
t i e d  b a c k  to  t h e  F P S O,  w i t h 
Goliat Ridge identif ied as the 
first candidate.

To t a l  i n v e s t m e n t  i s  e s t i -
m ate d  at  $ 3 6 0  m i l l i o n  g ro s s 
b e f o r e  t a x ,  e q u i v a l e n t  t o 
$ 2 3 3  m i l l i o n  n et  b e fo re  t a x . 
The company stated that the 

project al igns with i ts  break-
even targets and offers further 
u p s i d e  t h ro u g h  o p e ra t i o n a l 
improvements.

In January 2026, Vår Ener-
gi  dr i l led an apprais al  wel l  in 
t h e  B a re nts  S e a ,  c o nf i r m i n g 
reservoir quality and increas-
ing recoverable volumes as -
sociated with an oil discovery.
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Goliat FPSO

16, April 2026

Met ro p o l i ta n  C C S  h as 
r e c e i v e d  a p p r o v a l 

from Japan’s Minister of Econ-
o m y,  Tra d e  a n d  I n d u s t r y  t o 
c arr y out explorator y dr i l l ing 
offshore Kujukuri on the east-
ern coast of Chiba Prefecture 
for a carbon capture and stor-
age project.

Th e  a p p rova l  wa s  i s s u e d 
under the Act on Carbon Di-
oxide Storage Business after 
t h e  o f f s h o r e  K u j u k u r i  a r e a 
wa s  d e s i g n ate d  a s  a  s p e c i -
fied zone in September 2025. 
Fol lowing the acceptance of 
a p p l i c at i o n s  fo r  ex p l o rato r y 
d r i l l i n g  p e r m i t s  i n  t h at  a re a , 
Metropolitan CCS, a joint ven-
ture between Inpex Corpora-
t i o n  a n d  K a n t o  N at u ra l  G a s 
D eve l o p m e n t ,  wa s  s e l e c te d 
as the operator for the dril l ing 
work.

T h e  d r i l l i n g  c a m p a i g n  i s 
intended to identify geological 

fo r m at i o n s  s u i t a b l e  fo r  C O 2 
storage within the designated 
offshore area .  The Metropol-
i tan Area CCS project  is  de-
s i g n e d  to  c a pt u re  C O 2  f ro m 
s e v e r a l  i n d u s t r i a l  s o u r c e s , 
including the Kimitsu Area of 
N i p p o n  S t e e l  C o r p o ra t i o n’s 
East Nippon Works and other 
industries in the Keiyo Indus-

tr ial  Complex,  then transport 
the captured CO2 by pipeline 
for offshore storage near Ku-
jukuri.

The joint venture is working 
toward the start of CO2 stor-
age in the early 2030s under 
the Engineering Design Work 
fo r  Ad va n c e d  C C S  P ro j e c t s 
commissioned by JOGMEC. It 

said dri l l ing operations would 
p ro c e e d  w i t h  s a fe t y  a s  t h e 
priority while studies and en-
g i n e e r i n g  wo r k  c o n t i n u e  fo r 
p r o j e c t  c o m m e r c i a l i z a t i o n , 
w i t h  t h e  u n d e r st a n d i n g  a n d 
cooperation of local fisheries, 
community stakeholders,  lo-
cal governments, and related 
organizations.

The first well ,  Kujukuri-Oki 
A ,  i s  ex p e c t e d  t o  b e  d r i l l e d 
i n  a b o u t  f o u r  m o n t h s .  T h e 
s e c o n d  w e l l ,  K u j u k u r i - O k i 
B ,  i s  p l a n n e d  a r o u n d  t h r e e 
m o n t h s  l at e r.  Ta rg e t  fo r m a -
tions include the c ap rock of 
t h e  O h a ra  Fo r m at i o n  w i t h i n 
the Kazusa Group, as well  as 
t h e  re s e r v o i r  a n d  c a p  ro c k 
sections from the Namihana 
Formation to the Kurotaki For-
mation.

Th e  f i rst  we l l  i s  ex p e c te d 
to reach about 1,900 m below 
sea level,  while the second is 
p l a n n e d  t o  ex t e n d  t o  a b o u t 
1,600 m below sea level. Dril l-
ing wi l l  be c arr ied out with a 
j a c k- u p  d r i l l i n g  b a rg e .  A f t e r 
the first well is dril led at a site 
about 5 km offshore Kujukuri 
Town, the barge will move to a 
location about 13 km offshore 
for the second well.
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Japan Clears Kujukuri CCS Test Drilling
Metropolitan CCS has secured approval to begin exploratory drilling offshore Kujukuri in Chiba Prefecture, supporting a 
project that aims to capture industrial CO2, transport it by pipeline, and store it in offshore geological formations.
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Saipem Lands $400 Million Safaniya Offshore Scope

Saipem has secured about $400 million in offshore work from Aramco in Saudi Arabia, covering water 
injection facilities, pipeline, cables and subsea scope at the Safaniya field.

16, April 2026

Sa i p e m  h a s  w o n  t w o 
o f f s h o r e  c o n t r a c t s 

f ro m  A ra m c o  i n  S a u d i  A ra -
bia with a combined value of 
about $400 mil l ion under an 
ex i st i n g  l o n g - te r m  a r ra n g e -
ment between the companies.

The work is tied to the Sa-
faniya field, among the world’s 
l a rg e st  offs h o re  o i l  f i e l d s .  I n 
t h e  f i r s t  a w a r d ,  S a i p e m  i s 

re s p o n s i b l e  fo r  e n g i n e e r i n g , 
p r o c u r e m e n t ,  c o n s t r u c t i o n 
and instal lation of a water in-
jection tie-in platform, two wa-
ter injection wellheads, about 
5 km of 24-inch pipel ine and 
roughly 15 km of 15 kV cables.

The second award covers 
EPCI work for four more wa-
t e r  i n j e c t i o n  w e l l h e a d s  a n d 
related subsea facilities at the 
s a m e  f i e l d .  T h e  c o n t r a c t o r 
said offshore activities will  be 

carried out with construction 
ve s s e l s  a l re ad y  o p e rat i n g  i n 
the region.

Fabrication for the projects 
w i l l  b e  h a n d l e d  at  S a i p e m’s 
yard in Saudi  Arabia through 
Saipem Taqa Al-Rushaid Fab-
r i c at o r s .  T h e  c o m p a n y  s a i d 
the yard continues to support 
the grow th of loc al  industr ial 
capabilities.

hmt-news.com
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Transocean Wins 390-Day Mediterranean Job for 

Deepwater Asgard

Transocean has secured a 390-day, five-well contract for the Deepwater Asgard drillship in the Eastern 
Mediterranean, adding about $158 million to backlog.

16, April 2026

T r a n s o c e a n  h a s  s e -
c u re d  a  n ew  offs h o re 

d r i l l i n g  a s s i g n m e n t  f o r  i t s 
2014-built  Deepwater Asgard 
in the Eastern Mediterranean 
Sea.

T h e  d r i l l s h i p  h a s  b e e n 
awarded a f ive-wel l  contract 
with an undisclosed operator. 
The campaign is estimated to 
run for about 390 days and is 
scheduled to start in the fourth 
quarter of 2026. The contract 
i s  e x p e c t e d  t o  a d d  a r o u n d 

$158 mill ion to the company’s 
backlog, excluding additional 
s e r v i c e s  a n d  c o m p e n s at i o n 
linked to mobilization and de-
mobilization.

B u i l t  i n  2 0 1 4 ,  D e e p wa t e r 
Asgard is an ultra-deepwater 
d u a l - a c t i v i t y  D S M E  1 2 0 0 0 

dril lship. The unit can accom-
m o d at e  2 0 0  p e o p l e ,  d r i l l  t o 
a maximum depth of  40,000 
feet, and work in water depths 
of up to 12,000 feet.

With this award, and follow-
i n g  re c e n t l y  a n n o u n c e d  f i x-
tures for Transocean Barents, 

Deepwater Orion, Deepwater 
Aquila, and Deepwater Corco-
vado, the company ’s backlog 
additions have reached about 
$1.6 billion since the beginning 
of April 2026.

hmt-news.com
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Taipower Reviews Partnership Model for Offshore Wind

Taipower is reviewing a partnership-based offshore wind development model, moving away from sole 
ownership and turnkey contracting as it weighs co-investment with private-sector partners.

14, April 2026

Taipower is reviewing a 
n ew  a p p ro a c h  to  of f-

s h o re  w i n d  d eve l o p m e n t  a s 
i t  looks to expand access to 
green energy.

According to the report, the 
state-owned uti l i ty no longer 
plans to develop offshore wind 

farms through sole ownership 
a n d  t u r n key  c o nt rac t i n g .  I n -
stead, it is evaluating a model 
based on equity participation 
with private-sector partners.

T h e  re p o r t  s a i d  o f f s h o re 
wind projects are highly com-
plex, particularly because they 
depend on project  f inancing 
structures.

A s  a  s t a t e - o w n e d  e n t e r -
prise,  Taipower must comply 
w i t h  Ta i w a n ’s  G o v e r n m e n t 
Procurement Act ,  which l im-
its f lexibi l i ty in responding to 
changing market condit ions. 
Those constraints have been 
h i g h l i g h t e d  b y  a  d i s p u t e  i n -
volving the company ’s Phase 

2 offshore wind project.
The five-year contract was 

a w a r d e d  t o  Fo x w e l l  P o w e r 
Co. under a turnkey arrange-
ment that covers engineering, 
p r o c u r e m e n t ,  c o n s t r u c t i o n 
a n d  a  f i v e - y e a r  o p e r a t i o n s 
and maintenance agreement. 
S i n c e  c o n s t r u c t i o n  b e g a n , 
project costs have r isen sig -
nificantly, leaving the contrac-
tor facing substantial losses.

A l t h o u g h  t h e  p r o j e c t  i s 
now 96% complete, a dispute 
has emerged over differenc-
es between actual costs and 
t h e  c o nt rac t  te r m s .  Th e  d i s-
agreement involves more than 
NT$10 bill ion, or about $314.5 
mil l ion, and is currently under 
mediation.

I n  re s p o n s e ,  Ta i p o w e r  i s 
m ov i n g  towa rd  a  c o - i n ve st-
ment model  with pr ivate de -
ve l o p e rs  to  s h a re  r i s ks .  Th e 
approach is also intended to 
improve its abil ity to respond 
to market volatility and unfore-
s e e n  c h a l l e n g e s  w h i l e  c o n -

t inuing to expand renewable 
energy capacity.

The company has already 
taken steps in that direct ion. 
Taipower holds a 25% stake in 
the Formosa 4 offshore wind 
project, which is led by Synera 
R e n e w a b l e  E n e r g y  G r o u p . 
CPC Corp.  holds 15%, giving 
the two state-owned compa-
nies a combined 40% stake.

M a r ket  s o u rc e s  a l s o  s a i d 
Ta i p owe r  i s  as s e s s i n g  a  p o -
tential investment in Formosa 
6 ,  a n ot h e r  d eve l o p m e n t  l e d 
by Synera Renewable Energy 
Group. The utility is reportedly 
considering a stake of at least 
2 5% ,  t h o u g h  i t  s a i d  t h e  f i n a l 
i n ve st m e n t  s i ze  w i l l  d e p e n d 
o n  i ts  f i n a n c i a l  p o s i t i o n  a n d 
overall operational outlook.

sources.notes: This article 
i s  b a s e d  o n  a  m e d i a  re p o r t 
c i t i n g  i n d u s t r y  a n d  m a r ke t 
sources.  I t  is  not  a company 
press release.
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Damen Finishes Calvados 

OWF Scope
Damen Shiprepair Rotterdam completed the Calvados OWF 
de- and mobilization scope for Saipem, including the transfer 
of three drilling components of up to 1,100 tonnes and delivery 
one month ahead of schedule.

Image source: Damen via LinkedIn

10, April 2026

Damen Shiprepair  Rot-
te rd a m  h a s  c o m p l et-

e d  t h e  d e -  a n d  m o b i l i z at i o n 
s c o p e  fo r  t h e  C a l va d o s  of f-

shore wind farm drilling instal-
lation project for Saipem.

The work involved transfer-
ring three drilling components, 
e a c h  w e i g h i n g  u p  t o  1 ,1 0 0 
tonnes, from the jack-up ves-

s e l  Vo i e  a u  Ve nt  to  Da m e n’s 
Botlek yard. In addition to the 
heavy-l ift  operation, the proj-
ect included extensive modi-
fications, structural redesigns, 
a n d  t h e  i n t e g r a t i o n  o f  n e w 
systems, while maximizing the 
reuse of existing components.

T h e  c a m p a i g n  w a s  c a r -
ried out through coordination 
between Damen’s Botlek and 
S c h i e d a m  l o c at i o n s .  A  tot a l 
of  4 0 0,0 0 0  m a n - h o u rs  we re 
re c o rd e d  d u r i n g  t h e  p ro j e c t , 
with more than 200 partners 
and subcontractors involved.

T h e  c o m p a n y  s a i d  s a fe -
t y  re m a i n e d  t h e  to p  p r i o r i t y 
throughout the operation. The 
c a m p a i g n  w a s  c o m p l e t e d 
without incidents and finished 
one month ahead of schedule.

The completion of the proj-
e c t  m a r ks  a n o t h e r  o f f s h o re 
wind assignment delivered by 
Damen Shiprepair Rotterdam.

hmt-news.com

K Line Buys Out 

Offshore Wind Venture

10, April 2026

Kawasaki Kisen Kaisha 
(K Line) has acquired 

the remaining stake in K Line 
Wind Service, taking full own-
e r s h i p  o f  t h e  o f f s h o re  w i n d 
venture i t  had operated with 
Kawasaki Kinkai Kisen, a sub-
sidiary of the group.

Established in 2021, K Line 
Wind Ser vice was formed to 
prepare for expected growth 
i n  offs h o re  w i n d  p owe r  g e n-
e rat i o n .  Th e  c o m pa ny  i s  ac -
t ive in offshore wind suppor t 
vessel services, including the 
operation of work vessels and 
geotechnical survey vessels.

K Line said the acquisition 
i s  i nte n d e d  to  s i m p l i f y  d e c i -
sion-making and align opera-

tions more closely across the 
business.  By bringing K Line 
W i n d  S e r v i c e  f u l l y  i n t o  t h e 
group structure, the company 
aims to support the venture’s 
development and strengthen 
the wider corporate value of 
the K Line Group.

Fol lowing the transaction, 
Kawasaki Kinkai Kisen and its 
subsidiary Offshore Operation 
C o.  w i l l  c o nt i n u e  s u p p o r t i n g 
the business within the group. 
Offshore Operation Co. oper-
ates offshore support vessels 
for marine resource develop-
ment,  offshore wind projects, 
marine surveys, offshore con-
struction, towing and salvage 
work.

hmt-news.com
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Wind Mover has started her first project following 

delivery

Cadeler’s Wind Mover is installing the first turbine of its first transportation and installation campaign at the 
Baltic Power Offshore Wind Farm, supporting Vestas and Baltic Power in the Polish Baltic Sea.

14, April 2026

Ca d e l e r ’ s  n e w b u i l d 
wind instal lat ion ves-

s e l  W i n d  M o v e r  i s  i n s t a l l i n g 
t h e  f i r s t  t u r b i n e  o f  i t s  f i r s t 
transportation and installation 
c ampaign,  fol lowing del iver y 
at the end of last year.

W o r k i n g  f r o m  P o r t  o f 
R ø n n e  o n  t h e  D a n i s h  i s l a n d 
of Bornholm, Wind Mover wil l 
c o n t i n u e  t o  s u p p o r t  Ve s t a s 
and Baltic Power in the instal-
lation of 15 MW turbines at the 
B a l t i c  Powe r  O ffs h o re  W i n d 
Farm in the Polish Baltic Sea.

Th e  ve s s e l  was  d e l i ve re d 
to Cadeler ahead of schedule 
at the end of last year and has 
since crossed several seas on 
its maiden journey. After com-
pleting mobil ization and sea-
faste n i n g  i n  A m ste rd a m  a n d 
Es b j e rg ,  W i n d  M ove r  i s  n ow 
ta k i n g  ove r  t h e  p ro j e c t  f ro m 
s i s t e r  v e s s e l  W i n d  O s p r e y, 

which will soon begin installa-
tion work in the UK.

T h e  B a l t i c  Powe r  p ro j e c t 
m a r ks  a n  i m p o r ta nt  ste p  fo r 
offshore wind in Poland. Once 
f u l l y  c o m m i s s i o n e d ,  t h e  1 . 2 
G W  w i n d  f a r m  w i l l  s u p p l y 
power to more than 1.5 million 
households,  cover about 3% 
o f  P o l a n d ’s  e l e c t r i c i t y  d e -
m a n d ,  a n d  c o n t r i b u t e  t o  a n 
e s t i m at e d  a n n u a l  re d u c t i o n 
of  2 . 8  m i l l i o n  to n n e s  of  C O 2  
emissions.

T h e  V 2 3 6 -1 5 . 0  M W  t u r -
b i n e  f ro m  Ve s t a s  i s  a m o n g 
the largest turbine models in 
operat ion today,  with blades 
measuring 115 m.

A s  C a d e l e r ’ s  s e c o n d 
M - c l as s  ve s s e l ,  W i n d  M ove r 
is designed to install  the next 
g e n e rat i o n  of  of f s h o re  w i n d 
farm components and support 
t h e  s c a l e  a n d  pac e  re q u i re d 
for offshore wind construction.

hmt-news.comWind Mover (Image source: Cadeler)

Axess Group Adds GWUT Scope to Equinor North Sea Deal

Axess Group has expanded its Equinor frame agreement in the Norwegian North Sea by adding GWUT for 
conductor inspections at Troll and other offshore fields.

16, April 2026

Ax e s s  G r o u p  h a s  e x-
p a n d e d  i t s  e x i s t i n g 

frame agreement with Equinor 
by  a d d i n g  a  n ew  i n s p e c t i o n 
scope in the Norwegian sec-
tor of the North Sea.

T h e  a d d e d  w o r k  c o v e r s 
guided wave ultrasonic test-
i n g ,  o r  GW U T,  fo r  c o n d u c to r 
i n s p e c t i o n s  at  t h e  Tro l l  f i e l d 
a n d  o t h e r  N o r t h  S e a  f i e l d s . 
The company said this scope 
w a s  i n c l u d e d  a f t e r  t r i a l s  a t 
Troll  were completed in close 
c o o p e rat i o n  w i t h  t h e  o p e ra -
tor’s representatives.

W i t h  t h e  u p d a t e ,  A x e s s 
Group wil l  use GWUT as part 
of its asset integrity work un-
der the agreement. The com-
pany said the method is suit-
able for harsh conditions and 
c an reduce inspection hours 
compared with conventional 
NDT mapping.

V l a d  E i d e ,  D e p a r t m e n t 
Director – QC & INSI at Axess 
Group, said the company con-

t inues to focus on advanced 
technology in asset integrity 
m a n a g e m e n t  t o  i m p r o v e 
e f f i c i e n c y  a n d  s a f e t y.  H e 

added that the added scope 
s t re n g t h e n s  i t s  ro l e  i n  s u p -
porting the integrity of critical 
offshore infrastructure.

T h e  c o n t r a c t  e x p a n s i o n 
c o m e s  m o n t h s  a f t e r  A xe s s 
Technologies, a subsidiary of 
Axess Group, secured a sep-

a rat e  r i s e r  re p l a c e m e n t  j o b 
with Equinor in the Norwegian 
North Sea.

hmt-news.com

The Troll A platform in the North Sea Photo: Jan Arne Wold/Elisabeth Sahl – Equinor
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J-POWER Starts Commercial Operation at 

Kitakyushu Hibikinada

J-POWER has started commercial operations at the 220 MW Kitakyushu Hibikinada Offshore Wind Farm 
and said it is the largest offshore wind power plant in Japan.

14, April 2026

J - P O W E R  h a s  s t a r t e d 
commercial operations 

at the Kitakyushu Hibikinada 
Offshore Wind Farm and said 
the faci l i ty  is  Japan’s largest 
offshore wind power plant.

Th e  p ro j e c t  was  awa rd e d 
i n  Fe b r u a r y  2 0 1 7  t h ro u g h  a 
p u b l i c  te n d e r  c o n d u c te d  by 
Kitakyushu City. It is operated 
by a consortium that includes 
J - P O W E R .  A f t e r  s e l e c t i o n , 

Hibiki Wind Energy Co., Ltd., a 
subsidiary of J-POWER, car-
ried out surveys and develop-
ment preparations. Construc-
tion off icial ly began in March 
2023.

The offshore wind farm is 
equipped with 25 large-scale 
turbines, each with a capacity 
o f  9 ,6 0 0  k W.  To t a l  i n s t a l l e d 
c a pac i t y  sta n d s  at  2 2 0  M W. 
J - P O W E R  s a i d  t h i s  s c a l e 
makes it  the largest offshore 
wind power facility in Japan.

T h e  c o m p a n y  s a i d  t h e 
wind farm is expected to op-
erate for the next 20 years.

J-POWER said the project 
aligns with its BLUE MISSION 
2 0 5 0  s t r a t e g y  t o  a c h i e v e 
c a r b o n  n e u t ra l i t y.  Th e  c o m -
pany added that it  wil l  use its 
renewable energy experience 
to support stable wind power 
o p e rat i o n s  a n d  s u s t a i n a b l e 
development in Japan.

hmt-news.com
Photo source: Enrique via Pexels

Wind Ace Named at COSCO Shipyard

Wind Ace, Cadeler’s A-class offshore installation vessel, has been named at COSCO Shipyard. With 17,600 
tonnes payload and NG-20000X design, it supports efficient monopile transport and installation.

16, April 2026

Th e  o f f s h o r e  w i n d  i n -
stal lat ion vessel  Wind 

Ace has been officially named 
a t  C O S C O  S H I P Y A R D  i n 
Qidong, marking a milestone 
for Cadeler as it  continues to 
expand its fleet.

W i n d  A c e  i s  t h e  s e c o n d 
v e s s e l  i n  C a d e l e r ’s  A- c l a s s 
series, following Wind Ally and 
ahead of Wind Apex. The ves-
sel is built based on the Gus-
to M S C  N G - 2 0 0 0 0 X  d e s i g n , 
b r i n g i n g  t h e  tota l  n u m b e r  of 
Cadeler vessels constructed 
to this specification to 11.

T h e  j a c k- u p  i n s t a l l a t i o n 
ve s s e l  i s  e n g i n e e re d  fo r  off-

shore wind foundation trans-
p o r t  a n d  i n s t a l l at i o n .  I t  fe a -
tu res a d eck space of  5 ,60 0 
m ²  a n d  a  p a y l o a d  c a p a c i t y 
e x c e e d i n g  1 7, 6 0 0  t o n n e s . 
These capabilities enable the 
t ra n s p o r t  a n d  i n st a l l at i o n  of 
mult ip le 2XL monopi le foun-
d at i o n s  w i t h i n  a  s i n g l e  l o a d 
cycle,  enhancing operational 
efficiency.

T h e  p r o j e c t  r e f l e c t s  o n -
going col laboration between 
C a d e l e r  a n d  C O S C O  S H I P-
YA R D,  w i t h  b ot h  p a r t i e s  ac -
k n ow l e d g i n g  t h e  j o i nt  ef fo r t 
b e h i n d  t h e  ve s s e l ’s  c o m p l e -
tion and its readiness for off-
shore wind operations.

hmt-news.com Photo courtesy of Cadeler

Sofia Wind Farm Installs 80 Turbines

The Sofia offshore wind farm has installed 80 of its 100 turbines on Dogger Bank, advancing the 1.4 GW 
North Sea project toward planned start-up in 2025.

16, April 2026

The Sofia offshore wind 
f a r m  h a s  c o m p l e t e d 

t h e  i n s t a l l a t i o n  o f  8 0  w i n d 
turbines at its site on Dogger 
Bank in the central North Sea, 
m o v i n g  t h e  1 . 4  G W  p r o j e c t 
closer to start-up.

The development wi l l  use 
100 Siemens Gamesa SG 14-
222 DD turbines in total. When 
all  units are in place, the proj-
ect wi l l  have a total  c apacity 
of 1.4 GW.

I n st a l l at i o n  wo r k  i s  b e i n g 
carried out by Wind Peak, the 
ve s s e l  o p e rate d  by  C ad e l e r. 
T h e  s h i p  i n s t a l l e d  t h e  f i r s t 
turbine in March 2025 and is 
transpor ting components for 
s i x  t u r b i n e s  o n  e ac h  voyag e 
f ro m  H u l l .  I W S  S e awa l ke r,  a 
s e r v i c e  o p e rat i o n  v e s s e l ,  i s 
supporting the offshore cam-
paign.

Each turbine extends more 
t h a n  2 5 2  m  a b ove  s e a  l eve l . 
T h e  b l a d e s  m e a s u re  1 0 8  m 
a n d  s w e e p  a b o u t  3 9 , 0 0 0 

s q u a r e  m e t r e s .  H a l f  o f  t h e 
turbines at the site use recy-
clable blades, and all of those 
units were installed in 2025.

Owned by RWE, the Sofia 
offs h o re  w i n d  fa r m  i s  d u e  to 
e nte r  s e r v i c e  i n  2 0 2 5 .  O n c e 
f u l l y  o p e r a t i o n a l ,  t h e  p r o j -
e c t  w i l l  b e  a b l e  to  g e n e rate 
enough electricity to meet the 
equivalent demand of 1. 2 mil-
lion UK homes.
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Image source: RWE

CWHI Wins COMP3 Steel Supply Contract in Qatar

16, April 2026

CWHI has won a major 
contract from Saipem 

S . p . A .  t o  m a n u f a c t u r e  a n d 
supply about 32 ,000 tonnes 
of steel products for the North 
Field Production Sustainabil-
i t y  O f f s h o r e  C o m p r e s s i o n 
Complexes COMP3 project in 
Qatar for QatarEnergy LNG.

Under the contract,  CWHI 
i s  r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  p r o c u r e -
ment, fabrication, supply chain 
m a n a g e m e n t ,  a n d  p r o j e c t 
m a n a g e m e n t  c o v e r i n g  b u l k 
t u b u l a r s ,  c o n e s ,  p i l e s ,  a n d 

sub-assemblies. The compa-
ny said individual units in the 
p a c k a g e  w e i g h  u p  t o  1 3 5  t , 
with a diameter of 3.5 m and 
a  wa l l  t h i c k n e s s  of  1 0 0  m m . 
T h e s e  p ro d u c t s  a re  u s e d  i n 
o f f s h o r e  o i l  a n d  g a s  s t r u c -
tures, including jacket, topside, 
and pile structures.

T h e  f i r s t  b a t c h  o f  b u l k 
tubulars for COMP3 was de-
livered in June 2025, marking 
a  p ro j e c t  m i l e s t o n e  fo r  Q a -
t a r ’s  N o r t h  F i e l d  P ro d u c t i o n 
S u sta i n a b i l i t y  p ro g ra m .  Da l e 
Young, Chief Development Of-
ficer of CWHI, said the award 

ref lects the company ’s com-
mitment to quality and service 
and reinforces its position as a 
trusted partner in large-scale 
energy projects.

T h e  c o m p a n y  s a i d  t h e 
latest achievement follows its 
successful delivery of COMP2 
and continues its contribution 
t o  t h e  o f f s h o r e  o i l  a n d  g a s 
market .  CWHI added that i ts 
ex p e r i e n c e  o n  C O M P 2  p ro -
vides a foundation for the exe-
cution of COMP3.
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CWHI has secured a contract from Saipem S.p.A. to supply about 32,000 tonnes of steel products for 
Qatar’s COMP3 project, with the first batch delivered in June 2025.
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UK Supreme Court Backs HMRC in Ørsted 

Offshore Wind Tax Case
The UK Supreme Court ruled against Ørsted in its dispute with HMRC, finding that survey and study costs linked to offshore 
wind development cannot be claimed as capital allowances, while the developer said the decision weakens conditions for 
future infrastructure investment.

16, April 2026

The UK Supreme Court 
has ruled against Ørst-

e d  i n  a  c a s e  o v e r  w h e t h e r 

survey and study costs tied to 
offshore wind farm develop-
ment can be claimed as capi-
tal allowances.

T h e  j u d g m e n t  fo u n d  t h at 

those expenses do not qual-
ify for rel ief under the capital 
allowances regime. The court 
s a i d  t h e  r e l e v a n t  s p e n d i n g 
m u s t  b e  c l o s e l y  t i e d  t o  t h e 
p rov i s i o n  of  p l a n t ,  a n d  c o n -
cluded that survey and study 
work did not meet that stan-
dard in the case before it.

I n  d o i n g  s o,  t h e  S u p re m e 
C o u r t  r e v e r s e d  t h e  e a r l i e r 
position taken by the Court of 
Appeal,  which had previously 
found in favour of Ørsted. The 
l a t e s t  d e c i s i o n  fo l l o w e d  a n 

appeal brought by HMRC.
After the ruling, Ørsted said 

t h e  o u t c o m e  h a d  m a d e  t h e 
investment environment less 
suppor t ive for  offshore wind 
and other major infrastructure 
projects in the UK. The com-
pany also said it would follow 
t h e  d e c i s i o n  a n d  w o r k  w i t h 
t h e  a u t h o r i t i e s  t o  s e tt l e  t h e 
position of the projects affect-
ed by the case.

The developer added that 
i t  was st i l l  too early to deter-
m i n e  t h e  f i n a l  o u t c o m e  o f 

those discussions, although it 
said the financial effect on the 
p ro j e c ts  d i re c t l y  c ove re d  by 
the ruling was limited.

Ø rste d  a l s o  s a i d  i t  wo u l d 
need time to understand how 
t h e  j u d g m e n t  w o u l d  b e  a p -
plied before it could determine 
w h e t h e r  t h e  d e c i s i o n  m i g h t 
a f f e c t  o t h e r  p r o j e c t s .  T h e 
c o m p a n y  f u r t h e r  c a l l e d  o n 
the UK government to restart 
work on revising the relevant 
tax rules.
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Bałtyk 3 Topside Moves to Yard at Vlissingen

Bałtyk 3 offshore substation topside has been moved from the production hall to the yard at Smulders’ 
Vlissingen site, where outfitting and transformer installation will continue ahead of next year’s load-out.

16, April 2026

Th e  B a ł t y k  3  o f f s h o re 
substation topside has 

been successfully moved out 
from the production hall to the 
yard at Smulders’ site in Vliss-
ingen, following the move-out 
of the Bałtyk 2 topside earlier 
this year.

The topsides wi l l  now un-
d e rg o  f u r t h e r  wo r ks  o u ts i d e 
the production hal l .  The next 
a c t i v i t i e s  i n c l u d e  a d d i t i o n a l 
o u t f i t t i n g  a n d  t r a n s f o r m -
e r  i n s t a l l a t i o n  a h e a d  o f  t h e 
planned load-out next year.

At  t h e  s a m e  t i m e ,  j a c ke t 
f a b r i c a t i o n  i s  c o n t i n u i n g  a t 
Smulders’ yard in Newcastle.

The Bałtyk 2 and Bałtyk 3 
offshore wind farms in the Pol-
ish Baltic Sea are being devel-
o p e d  by  Eq u i n o r  a n d  Po l e n-
ergia. Each project is planned 
w i t h  a n  i n sta l l e d  c a pac i t y  of 
72 0  M W,  g i v i n g  a  c o m b i n e d 
total of 1,440 MW.

Smulders is responsible for 
the engineering, procurement, 
c o n s t r u c t i o n ,  t e s t i n g  a n d 
commissioning of the two off-

s h o re  s u b stat i o n s ,  i n c l u d i n g 
the topsides and jackets. The 
company is also manufactur-
i n g  t ra n s i t i o n  p i e c e s  fo r  t h e 
wind farms together with Sif.

Bałtyk 2 and Bałtyk 3 show 
h o w  S m u l d e r s’  e n g i n e e r i n g 
teams and yards work across 
borders, combining expertise 
to  d e l i ve r  c o m p l ex  of f s h o re 
infrastructure safely, efficiently 
and reliably.

hmt-news.com
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Russian Naval Support Ship Seen Near UK 

Wind Farm Zone
A Russian naval support ship was reported near UK offshore wind farm areas and subsea infrastructure in 
the English Channel, adding to security concerns around North Sea energy assets.

16, April 2026 A  Russian naval support 
ship was reported near 

UK offshore wind farm areas 

and subsea infrastructure at 
t h e  e a ste r n  e n t ra n c e  to  t h e 
E n g l i s h  C h a n n e l ,  a c c o rd i n g 

to iPaper, which cited a NATO 
source.

The report said the vessel 
was operating about 50 km off 
Colchester.  By the afternoon 
of 14 April ,  it  had left the area 
a n d  m o v e d  a w a y  f r o m  t h e 
Channel.The ship was identi-
fied as PM-82, an Amur-class 
repair vessel used to support 
the maintenance of ships and 
submarines. Its presence was 
re p o r te d  o n l y  d ays  afte r  t h e 
UK government disclosed re-
cent Russian naval activity in 
and around British waters.

A c c o r d i n g  t o  e a r l i e r  r e -
p o r t i n g  r e f e r e n c e d  i n  t h e 
s o u rc e  text ,  t h e  U K  M i n i st r y 
of Defence said it had tracked 
a  R u s s i a n  att ac k  s u b m a r i n e 
near UK waters.  The ministry 
concluded that the submarine 
h a d  s e r v e d  a s  a  d i s t ra c t i o n 
w h i l e  ve s s e l s  l i n ke d  to  R u s -

sia’s Main Directorate of Deep 
Sea Research, or GUGI, were 
engaged in suspicious activity 
around critical undersea infra-
structure elsewhere.

O n  9  A p r i l ,  t h e  U K  g o v -
ernment said the Royal Navy 
and Royal Air  Force, working 
w i t h  a l l i e d  pa r t n e rs ,  t rac ke d 
the Russian vessels until  they 
left UK waters and returned to 
Russia.

T h e  l a t e s t  s i g h t i n g  a d d s 
to broader concerns over the 
s e c u r i t y  o f  o f f s h o re  e n e rg y 
as s ets  i n  t h e  N o r t h  S e a  a n d 
nearby waters. NATO and na-
tional defence authorities had 
a l re a d y  wa r n e d  i n  p re v i o u s 
ye a rs  t h at  R u s s i a  wa s  m o n -
i to r i n g  offs h o re  i n st a l l at i o n s 
a n d  c o u l d  p re s e n t  a  r i s k  t o 
subsea energy infrastructure 
used by North Sea states.

Source: iPaper

Royal Navy frigate on watch as a Russian cargo vessel transits the English Channel (Photo: Royal Navy)

Vineyard Wind Sues GE Vernova Over Contract Exit

Vineyard Wind has sued GE Vernova in Boston to stop the turbine supplier from terminating contracts tied 
to the 806 MW Vineyard Wind 1 project, as both sides dispute withheld payments, performance issues and 
liability linked to the blade failure.

13, April 2026

V ineyard Wind has f i led 
a  l aw s u i t  a g a i n s t  G E 

Ve r n o v a  i n  a  B o s t o n  s t a t e 
court to stop the turbine sup-
plier from ending its contracts 

and leaving the Vineyard Wind 
1  o f f s h o r e  w i n d  p r o j e c t  o f f 
Massachusetts.

T h e  d i s p u t e  i n v o l v e s  a 
t u r b i n e  s u p p l y  a n d  s e r v i c e 
agreement wor th about $1 .3 
b i l l i o n .  T h e  c o n t ra c t  c o v e r s 

t h e  d e s i g n ,  m a n u fac t u re,  i n -
stallation and maintenance of 
w i n d  t u r b i n e  g e n e rat o r s  fo r 
the offshore wind farm.

Vineyard Wind 1 is located 
a b o u t  24  k m  s o u t h  o f  N a n -
t u c ket ,  M a s s a c h u s ett s .  T h e 

806 MW project uses 62 GE 
Ve r n o v a  H a l i a d e -X  1 3  M W 
turbines.  Turbine instal lat ion 
st a r te d  i n  S e pte m b e r  2 0 2 3 , 
a n d  t h e  p ro j e c t  b e g a n  s u p -
plying electricity to the grid in 
early 2024. Later in 2024, the 
w i n d  fa r m  s u f fe re d  a  b l a d e 
f a i l u r e  o n  o n e  t u r b i n e .  T h e 
last of the 62 turbines was in-
stalled in March, and the proj-
ect is now operating partially.

Ac c o rd i n g  to  t h e  l aw s u i t , 
G E  Ve r n o va  t o l d  t h e  d e v e l -
o p e r  i t  w o u l d  t e r m i n at e  t h e 
contracts at the end of Apri l . 
Vineyard Wind is  seeking an 
injunction to require the sup-
p l i e r  to  c o nt i n u e  wo r k i n g  o n 
the project.

GE Vernova says Vineyard 
W i n d  w i t h h e l d  p ay m e n t  fo r 
completed work and that this 
g i ve s  t h e  c o m p a ny  g ro u n d s 
t o  t e r m i n a t e  t h e  c o n t ra c t s . 
Vineyard Wind argues i t  was 
e n t i t l e d  t o  w i t h h o l d  a b o u t 
$308 mill ion because of what 
i t  d e s c r i b e d  a s  p o o r  p e r fo r-

mance by the turbine supplier, 
including issues related to the 
turbines.

The developer also claims 
G E  Ve r n o v a  r e m a i n s  l i a b l e 
for higher damages l inked to 
t h e  b l a d e  i n c i d e n t ,  w i t h  t h e 
amount reaching up to $545 
million. In the lawsuit, Vineyard 
Wind says the supplier is the 
only pract ic al  company able 
t o  c o m p l e t e  t h e  r e m a i n i n g 
work ,  making a replacement 
unrealistic at this stage.

Fo r  i t s  p a r t ,  G E  Ve r n o va 
s ay s  i t  a c te d  w i t h i n  i t s  c o n -
tractual rights and will  defend 
its position in court. The com-
pany also s ays i t  has met i ts 
o b l i g a t i o n s ,  i n c l u d i n g  c o m -
plet ing turbine instal lat ion at 
the site.

A  h e a r i n g  o n  t h e  p re l i m i -
nar y injunction requested by 
V i n eya rd  W i n d  i s  s c h e d u l e d 
for 16 April.
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India’s Shipyard Growth Opens New Option for Korea

India’s shipbuilding sector is expanding with naval demand, export orders and policy support. For Korean 
shipbuilders facing high labour costs and limited production bases, India is emerging as a possible partner 
for cost relief and future capacity expansion.

13, April 2026

India’s shipbuilding indus-
try is expanding as naval 

d e m a n d ,  ex p o r t  o rd e r s  a n d 
government backing support 
growth, creating room for Ko-
re a n  s h i p b u i l d e rs  to  ex p l o re 
l o w e r - c o s t  p r o d u c t i o n  a n d 
wider industrial cooperation.

I n d i a n  y a rd s  a re  p o s t i n g 
s t r o n g e r  r e s u l t s .  G a r d e n 
R e a c h  S h i p b u i l d e r s  &  E n g i -
neers reported revenue of 64 
billion rupees, about 1.0412 tril-
lion won, for fiscal 2025–2026, 
u p  2 6 %  f ro m  a  y e a r  e a r l i e r. 
Mazagon Dock Shipbui lders 
re c o rd e d  reve n u e  g row t h  of 
2 5 . 9 %  i n  f i s c a l  2 0 2 4 – 2 0 2 5 
c o m p a re d  w i t h  f i s c a l  2 0 2 2–

2023. Through 2028, its com-
p o u n d  a n n u a l  g row t h  rate  i s 
expected to remain in the low-
10% range, while its operating 
margin is forecast in the high-
10% range.

O r d e r  b a c k l o g s  a l s o  r e -
m a i n  s u b s t a n t i a l .  A s  o f  t h e 
second quarter of fiscal 2026, 
Mazagon Dock Shipbui lders 
held an order backlog of 274 
b i l l i o n  r u p e e s ,  a b o u t  4 .4 5 5 2 
tr i l l ion won.  Cochin Shipyard 
Limited,  India’s largest state-
run shipbuilder and a partner 
of  HD Hyundai ,  had an order 
backlog of 230 bil l ion rupees, 
about 3.7421 trill ion won.

M u c h  o f  t h e  g r o w t h  i s 
l inked to naval  expansion.  In 
t h e  l a s t  f i s c a l  y e a r,  G a rd e n 

R e a c h  S h i p b u i l d e r s  &  E n -
g i n e e r s  b u i l t  a n d  d e l i v e re d 
eight warships ordered by the 
Indian Navy and is reported to 
be discussing additional con-
tracts. India has also present-
e d  a  ro ad m a p  to  ex p a n d  i ts 
f leet of warships and subma-
rines from about 140 vessels 
to 200 by 2035.

Further orders are expect-
ed as competition in the Indian 
Ocean continues to intensif y 
among neighboring countries, 
including China and Pakistan. 
The Indian Navy accounts for 
a b o u t  2 1 %  o f  t o t a l  d e fe n s e 
ex p e n d i t u re .  F i n a l  t a l ks  a re 
underway for three Scorpène-
class submarines worth more 
than 100 bil l ion rupees, about 
16. 24 tri l l ion won. Projects for 
frigates, destroyers and land-
i n g  s h i p s  a re  a l s o  p l a n n e d , 
t a k i n g  t h e  s c a l e  o f  r e l a t e d 
p r o j e c t s  o v e r  t h e  n e x t  1 0 
years to more than 300 billion 
rupees, about 48 tri l l ion won. 
In 2029, there is also a report-
ed possibility of an order for a 
second aircraft  c arr ier wor th 
about 45 bill ion rupees, about 
7.308 trill ion won.

C o m m e r c i a l  o r d e r s  a r e 
r i s i n g  a s  w e l l .  C o c h i n  S h i p -
yard Limited recently secured 
a  c o nt rac t  wo r t h  3 2 .4  b i l l i o n 

r u p e e s ,  a b o u t  5 2 6 .1  b i l l i o n 
won, from CMA CGM to build 
s ix LNG container ships.  HD 
H y u n d a i  H e av y  I n d u st r i e s  i s 
also said to have participated 
i n  t h a t  d e a l .  G a rd e n  R e a c h 
S h i p b u i l d e r s  &  E n g i n e e r s  i s 
building 13 vessels for a Ger-
m a n  c l i e n t ,  w h i l e  M a z a g o n 
Dock Shipbuilders has signed 
m e m o r a n d u m s  o f  u n d e r -
s t a n d i n g  w i t h  t h e  B ra z i l i a n 
Navy and a French naval de-
fense company.

S u p p l y  c h a i n  d i ve r s i f i c a -
t i o n  i s  a l s o  c i te d  a s  a  fac to r 
behind India’s rise. As reliance 
o n  C h i n e s e - b u i l t  s h i p s  h a s 
increased, a number of coun-
t r i e s ,  i n c l u d i n g  t h o s e  i n  E u -
rope, are turning to India due 
to security concerns over Chi-
na and India’s lower shipbuild-
i n g  c o st s .  R o d o l p h e  S a a d é , 
C EO  of  C M A  C G M ,  s a i d  t h e 
group’s first ship order in India 
was intended to diversify ship-
ya rd  s u p p l y  c h a i n s  to  ot h e r 
countr ies and that  India had 
proven it  could ser ve as that 
option.

Fo r  Ko re a n  s h i p b u i l d e r s , 
India’s current global position 
r e m a i n s  l i m i t e d .  L a s t  y e a r, 
I n d i a  ac c o u nte d  fo r  0.11 %  of 
g l o b a l  s h i p b u i l d i n g  o r d e r s , 
ranking 17th in the world. Ko-

r e a  h e l d  1 1 . 9 6 %  a n d  C h i n a 
39.32 %, while Japan and the 
United States recorded 3.65% 
and 0.44%, respectively. Their 
market focus also differs. India 
is centered on smaller vessels, 
while Korea remains focused 
o n  l a rg e r,  h i g h -va l u e - a d d e d 
ships.

At the same time, coopera-
tion between Korea and India 
is gaining pace. Last year, HD 
Hyundai signed an MOU with 
C o c h i n  S h i p ya rd  L i m i t e d  t o 
jo in the Indian government’s 
M a r i t i m e  A m r i t  K a a l  V i s i o n 
2 0 4 7  i n i t i a t i v e .  I n  J a n u a r y, 
Chairman Chung Ki-sun met 
Prime Minister Narendra Modi 
to discuss ways to expand co-
operation. HD Hyundai is also 
pursuing the construction of a 
new shipyard in Tamil Nadu.

A n  i n d u s t r y  o f f i c i a l  s a i d 
I n d i a  h ad  ex p re s s e d  w i l l i n g -
ness to provide land equal to 
three to f ive times the size of 
existing Korean shipyard sites. 
The official added that Korean 
s h i p b u i l d e r s ,  f a c i n g  l i m i t e d 
p r o d u c t i o n  b a s e s  d e s p i t e 
strong orders and high labor 
costs,  could use cooperation 
w i t h  I n d i a  t o  i m p ro v e  p r i c e 
competit iveness and secure 
new growth drivers.
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Worker Dies at Tuas Shipyard; MOM Investigates

A 24-year-old welder died at a Tuas shipyard worksite occupied by Seatrium after he was found 
unconscious inside a 28-inch stainless-steel pipe on board a newly fabricated process module. Singapore’s 
Ministry of Manpower said it is investigating the incident and restated confined-space safety measures.

10, April 2026

A  2 4 - y e a r - o l d  w o r k e r 
d i e d  a t  a  s h i p ya rd  i n 

Tu as  afte r  h e  was  fo u n d  u n -
c o n s c i o u s  i n s i d e  a  sta i n l e s s 
ste e l  p i p e ,  w i t h  S i n g a p o re’s 
Ministry of Manpower investi-

gating the incident.
According to the ministr y, 

the fatal  workplace accident 
to o k  p l ac e  at  a  wo r ks i te  o c-

c u p i e d  by  S e at r i u m  o n  Tu as 
South Boulevard. The worker 
was a welder and was found 
lying unconscious inside a 28-
i n c h  st a i n l e s s - ste e l  p i p e  o n 
board a newly fabricated pro-
cess module of a vessel.

H e  w a s  l a t e r  e x t r i c a t e d 
from the pipe and pronounced 
d e a d  at  t h e  s c e n e  b y  p a ra -
medics.

Th e  m i n i st r y  s a i d  t h e  d e -
ceased was employed by Hwa 
Leong Offshore Engineering.

A  M i n i s t r y  o f  M a n p o w e r 
s p o ke s p e r s o n  s a i d  a l l  c o n -
fined spaces must be clearly 
i d e n t i f i e d  a n d  l a b e l e d  a s  a 
general  safety measure.  The 
spokesperson also s aid that 
before work begins,  relevant 

r i s k  c o n t r o l  m e a s u r e s ,  i n -
cluding atmospheric test ing, 
adequate venti lation, and the 
application of permit-to-work 
p ro c e d u re s ,  m u st  b e  i m p l e -
m e nte d  to  ad d re s s  fo re s e e -
able hazards associated with 
confined spaces.

T h e  m i n i s t r y  a d d e d  t h a t 
Singapore recorded 36 work-
p l ac e  d e at h s  i n  2 02 5 .  Wo r k-
p l ac e  fata l i t y  fe l l  to  a  re c o rd 
low of 0.96 per 100,000 work-
ers. The three main causes of 
workplace fatal it ies last year 
were vehicular incidents, falls 
from height,  and the collapse 
o r  f a i l u re  o f  s t r u c t u re s  a n d 
equipment.

hmt-news.com
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Japan Sets Course for Shipbuilding Revival

Japan is backing a shipbuilding recovery plan through funding, automation and consolidation, targeting 
annual output of 18 million gross tons by 2035.

14, April 2026

Ja p a n  i s  p u s h i n g  a 
b r o a d e r  r e s e t  o f  i t s 

shipbuilding industry, combin-
ing state support,  investment 
a n d  c o n s o l i d at i o n  to  re sto re 
c o m p et i t i ve n e s s  afte r  ye a rs 
of  l o st  g ro u n d  to  C h i n a  a n d 

South Korea.
Th e  c o u nt r y ’s  ya rd s  h ave 

c o n t i n u e d  t o  h o l d  p o s i t i o n s 
i n  p a r t s  o f  t h e  c o m m e r c i a l 
vessel market through steady 
design improvement,  rel iable 
contract execution and prod-
u c t  q u a l i t y.  Eve n  s o,  J a pa n’s 
s h a r e  o f  c o m m e r c i a l  n e w -

b u i l d i n g  v o l u m e  h a s  f a l l e n 
from about 40% in the 1990s 
to  a ro u n d  1 0 %  to d ay.  C h i n a 
n o w  a c c o u n t s  f o r  c l o s e  t o 
70% of orders by deadweight, 
while South Korean yards hold 
about 20%.

I n  r e s p o n s e ,  To k y o  h a s 
raised shipbuilding’s strategic 

status and set out a long-term 
recovery plan. The Shipbuild-
i n g  I n d u s t r y  R e v i t a l i z a t i o n 
Ro ad m a p  t a rg ets  a n  a n n u a l 
construction volume of about 
18 mill ion gross tons by 2035, 
while aiming to cut build costs 
b y  1 0 % .  T h e  g o v e r n m e n t 
plans to create a fund of about 
Yen 350 bill ion, or $2.2 bil l ion, 
and suppor t  total  publ ic-pr i -
vate investment of  Yen 1  tr i l -
l ion, equivalent to $6.3 bil l ion, 
over the next 10 years.

The plan c al ls for produc-
t ion-site automation through 
r o b o t i c s  a n d  A I  i n  t h e  f i r s t 
s t a g e ,  f o l l o w e d  b y  e q u i p -
m e n t  re n e wa l  a n d  c a p a c i t y 
e x p a n s i o n ,  b e f o r e  m o v i n g 
to  ac t u a l  p ro d u c t i o n  g row t h 
i n  t h e  fo l l o w i n g  p h a s e .  T h e 
government also sees further 
integration across the sector 
as necessary to improve resil-
ience.

That process is already ad-
vancing. Imabari Shipbuilding 
has raised its stake in Japan 
M a r i n e  U n i t e d  f ro m  3 0 %  t o 
6 0 % ,  m a k i n g  J M U  a  s u b s i d -
i a r y.  Th e  m ove  d e e p e n s  o p-

erating t ies between the two 
g ro u p s ,  w h i c h  we re  a l re a d y 
linked through Nihon Shipyard, 
their  ship design and project 
venture. Imabari delivered 65 
newbuildings in 2025, totaling 
a b o u t  3 .4  m i l l i o n  g ro s s  to n s 
across multiple vessel types.

F u r t h e r  c o n s o l i d a t i o n 
c a m e  w h e n  Ts u n e i s h i  S h i p -
b u i l d i n g  c o m p l e t e d  t h e 
t a ke ove r  of  i t s  j o i n t  ve n t u re 
with Mitsui E&S Shipbuilding, 
b r i n g i n g  M i t s u i ’s  e x i t  f r o m 
shipbuilding to its f inal stage. 
T h e  b u s i n e s s  n ow  o p e rate s 
as Tsuneishi Solutions Tokyo-
bay,  focused on engineer ing 
s e r v i c e s  a n d  s u p p o r t  fo r  a l -
ternative-fuel and gas-related 
equipment.

J a p a n  s t i l l  f a c e s  l a b o r 
s h o r t a g e s ,  a n  a g i n g  w o r k-
force, and higher steel prices 
than China. But with stronger 
p o l i c y  b ac k i n g  a n d  o n g o i n g 
i n d u s t r y  r e s t r u c t u r i n g ,  t h e 
country is trying to strengthen 
its position in global shipbuild-
ing.
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Hanwha Ocean, Irving Explore Canada Naval 

Partnership

15, April 2026

Ha n w h a  O c e a n  h e l d 
h i g h - l e v e l  t a l k s  w i t h 

Ir ving Shipbui lding in Hal i fax 
on a wider naval  par tnership 
i n  C a n a d a .  T h e  d i s c u s s i o n s 
c o v e re d  n ava l  s u s t a i n m e n t , 
wo r k fo rc e  d eve l o p m e n t ,  i n -
dustr ia l  par t ic ipat ion,  supply 
chain development, and facili-
ty modernization.

B o t h  c o m p a n i e s  a l s o 
shared an interest in support-
ing Canada’s sovereign sub-
marine capability, with a focus 
o n  s u s t a i n m e n t ,  i n d u s t r i a l 
p a r t i c i p at i o n ,  a n d  c a p a b i l i t y 
development. The talks point-
e d  to  a  b ro ad e r  p a r t n e rs h i p 

m o d e l  r a t h e r  t h a n  a  b a s i c 
builder-supplier arrangement, 
c o m b i n i n g  H a nw h a  O c e a n’s 
naval engineering experience 
with Irving Shipbuilding’s role 
in Canada’s shipbuilding base.

O v e r  t h e  p a s t  f o u r  d e -
c a d e s ,  H a n w h a  O c e a n  h a s 
built  submarines and surface 
vessels for the Republic of Ko-
rea Nav y,  including the Jang 
B o g o - c l a s s ,  S o h n  Wo n -y i l -
class, and Dosan Ahn Chang-
ho-class submarines. Its naval 
p o r tfo l i o  a l s o  i n c l u d e s  K DX-
I I I  Aegis destroyers,  fr igates, 
escor t  vessels,  and auxi l iar y 
ships, supported from its Geo-
je shipyard.

B a s e d  i n  H a l i f a x ,  I r v i n g 

Shipbuilding is a key contrac-
to r  u n d e r  C a n ad a’s  N at i o n a l 
S h i p b u i l d i n g  S t r a t e g y.  T h e 
c o m p a n y  i s  b u i l d i n g  m a j o r 
combat vessels for the Royal 
C a n a d i a n  N av y,  w o r k s  w i t h 

m o r e  t h a n  7 0 0  C a n a d i a n 
f i r m s ,  a n d  i s  u p g r a d i n g  i t s 
yard for long-term production. 
I ts  current  programs include 
A r c t i c  a n d  o f f s h o r e  p a t r o l 
ships, Halifax-class frigate life 

exte n s i o n  a n d  m a i nte n a n c e, 
and the River-class destroyer 
program.
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Hanwha Ocean and Irving Shipbuilding 
discussed broader naval cooperation in 
Halifax, covering sustainment, workforce 
developm

Photo source: Hanwha Ocean

Fatal Fire on Submarine Prompts Apology From HD 

Hyundai Heavy Industries

HD Hyundai Heavy Industries issued a formal apology after a fatal fire aboard ROKS Hong Beom-do at its 
Ulsan shipyard. The case also involved a revised major accident disclosure during rescue operations and is 
likely to remain under investigation.

13, April 2026

A  f a t a l  f i r e  a b o a r d  t h e 
n a v a l  s u b m a r i n e 

ROKS Hong Beom-do at HD 

H y u n d a i  H e a v y  I n d u s t r i e s ’ 
U l s a n  s h i p ya rd  h a s  l e d  t o  a 
formal apology from the com-
pany and a closer look at how 
t h e  a c c i d e n t  w a s  r e p o r t e d 

during the rescue operation.
The fire broke out on 9 April 

2026 while the 214-class sub-
marine, rated at 1,800 tonnes, 
was under maintenance at the 

ya rd .  T h e  i n c i d e n t  o c c u r re d 
d u r i n g  c l e a n i n g  wo r k ,  a n d  a 
s u b c o nt rac to r  wo r ke r  i n  h e r 
6 0 s  b e c a m e  t ra p p e d  i n s i d e 
the vessel.

O n  1 0  A p r i l ,  H D  H y u n d a i 
H e av y  I n d u st r i e s  rev i s e d  i ts 
major accident disclosure and 
changed the worker ’s  status 
from injured to deceased. The 
u p d a t e  w a s  m a d e  b e fo re  a 
fo r m a l  m e d i c a l  d e at h  d ete r-
m i n a t i o n  h a d  b e e n  i s s u e d . 
According to the source,  the 
company based the revis ion 
on the judgment of the Ulsan 
branch of the Ministry of Em-
ployment and Labor.

T h e  U l s a n  b r a n c h  h a d 
been told by rescuers at  the 
site that the worker was pre-
s u m e d  d e ad .  B a s e d  o n  t h at 
assessment, it prepared a ma-
jor accident report treating the 
c ase as a fatal  accident and 
s u b m i t t e d  i t  t o  t h e  m i n i s t r y 
h e ad q u a r te rs .  A  m i n i st r y  of-
ficial said the report was pre-
pared quickly so that an initial 
investigation could begin im-

mediately on the assumption 
of a fatal industrial accident.

T h e  w o r k e r  w a s  f o u n d 
d e a d  o n  1 1  A p r i l ,  a b o u t  3 3 
hours after the fire.

O n  1 2  A p r i l ,  H D  H y u n d a i 
H e a v y  I n d u s t r i e s  r e l e a s e d 
a  j o i n t  s t at e m e n t  u n d e r  t h e 
names of Vice Chairman Lee 
S a n g - k y u n  a n d  P r e s i d e n t 
Geum Seok-ho. The company 
e x p r e s s e d  c o n d o l e n c e s  t o 
the deceased and sympathy 
to the bereaved family,  whi le 
acknowledging responsibi l ity 
for the incident.

In the statement, HD Hyun-
d a i  H e av y  I n d u s t r i e s  s a i d  i t 
w o u l d  c o m m i t  a l l  a v a i l a b l e 
r e s o u r c e s  t o  h a n d l i n g  t h e 
a f t e r m a t h  a n d  s u p p o r t i n g 
those affected.  I t  a lso s aid i t 
would cooperate fully with the 
authorities in determining the 
c a u s e  of  t h e  f i re  a n d  wo u l d 
put measures in place to pre-
ve nt  a  s i m i l a r  ac c i d e nt  f ro m 
happening again.

hmt-news.com

A fire broke out on April 9 aboard a Republic of Korea Navy submarine undergoing maintenance at HD Hyundai Heavy 
Industries in Dong-gu, Ulsan. (Photo by Yonhap News Agency)

NYK Builds New CTV With 3D Platform

NYK is applying a full 3D platform to the design and construction of a new crew transfer vessel, using 
digital modeling and 3D scanning to improve layout accuracy, reduce rework, and support inspection and 
maintenance efficiency after entry into service.

14, April 2026

NY K  h a s  l a u n c h e d  a 
new crew transfer ves-

sel project using 3D technolo-
gy as the core platform across 
both design and construction, 
in  col laboration with Kosaba 
S h i p b u i l d i n g  C o . ,  L t d .  a n d 
Smert Design Co., Ltd.

T h e  p r o j e c t  r e p l a c e s  a 
c o n v e n t i o n a l  2 D  w o r k f l o w 
w i t h  a  f u l l  3 D  m o d e l  a p p l i e d 
f ro m  t h e  i n i t i a l  d e s i g n  stag e 
t h r o u g h  c o n s t r u c t i o n .  T h e 
approach reflects the increas-
ingly advanced and complex 
p e r f o r m a n c e  r e q u i r e m e n t s 
fac i n g  c rew  t ra n sfe r  ve s s e l s 
ser ving offshore wind farms, 
where safety,  operabil ity,  and 
maintenance and inspection 
efficiency are critical.

T h e  3 D  m o d e l  w a s  u s e d 
t o  re v i e w  t h e  h u l l  s t r u c t u re , 
equipment arrangement,  and 

ease of operation and mainte-
nance. This enabled the proj-
ect team to identify potential 
i nte r fe re n c e  b et we e n  st r u c -
tural members and equipment 
at  a n  e a r l y  st ag e,  i m p rov i n g 
layout accuracy and support-
ing design front loading. As a 
re s u l t ,  t h e  p ro c e s s  re d u c e d 
d e s i g n  c h a n g e s  a n d  rewo r k 
during construction.

T h e  s a m e  3 D  m o d e l  wa s 
then used during the building 
st a g e .  I n  a d d i t i o n ,  3 D  s c a n -
n i n g  o f  t h e  a c t u a l  s t r u c t u re 
wa s  c a r r i e d  o u t  d u r i n g  c o n -
st r u c t i o n  to  v i s u a l i ze  d ev i a -
t i o n s  f ro m  t h e  d e s i g n  d a t a . 
This made it possible to iden-
t if y thermal deformation and 
assembly tolerances specific 
to aluminum catamarans, con-
tributing to quality verification 
and improvement.

The project also produced 
3 D  d i g i t a l  f i n i s h e d  d r a w -

i n g s  t h a t  c e n t ra l l y  m a n a g e 
s p e c i f i c a t i o n s ,  d r a w i n g s , 
construction comments,  and 
m e as u re m e nt  d ata  l i n ke d  to 
the model. By adopting a 3DA, 
o r  3 D  a n n otate d ,  m o d e l ,  t h e 
p ro j e c t  m ove d  b eyo n d  c o n -
ventional geometric represen-
tation.  Each component was 
linked with technical data and 
records,  including specif ic a-
tions, construction notes, and 
measurement data.

Using the 3D model as an 
entry point, related equipment 
i n fo r m at i o n  a n d  d o c u m e n t s 
c an be accessed more intui -
tively.  This is expected to im-
prove the efficiency of vessel 
management work,  including 
inspection and maintenance, 
after the vessel enters service.

T h e  k n o w l e d g e  g a i n e d 
f r o m  b u i l d i n g  t h e  v e s s e l  i s 
expected to be applied to fu-
ture CTVs, other vessel types, 

operational and maintenance 
p h a s e s ,  a n d  a c a d e m i c  r e -
s e a r c h .  T h e  v e s s e l  h a s  a n 
overal l  length of about 28 m, 
a  b re ad t h  of  a b o u t  9  m ,  a n d 
a gross tonnage of about 145 
t o n n e s .  T h e  v e s s e l  i s  b e i n g 
b u i l t  at  Ko s a ba  S h i p b u i l d i n g 
Co., Ltd. in Kamaishi City, Iwa-

te Prefecture. Through the ap-
plication of 3D technology to 
ship design and construction, 
the NYK Group aims to estab-
lish next-generation shipbuild-
ing processes and strengthen 
its technological competitive-
ness in  offshore wind power 
and other businesses.
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CTV Photo (Source: NYK)
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Samsung Heavy, GD NASSCO Discuss NGLS Cooperation

Samsung Heavy Industries and General Dynamics NASSCO held talks at the Geoje shipyard on 15 April 
2026 to discuss practical cooperation measures, including the U.S. Navy’s NGLS project.

16, April 2026

Exe c u t i v e s  f ro m  S a m -
s u n g  H e a v y  I n d u s -

t r i e s  a n d  G e n e ra l  D y n a m i c s 
N A S S C O  m e t  a t  t h e  G e o j e 
s h i pya rd  o n  1 5  A p r i l  2 02 6  to 
discuss practical cooperation 
m e a s u re s  b e t w e e n  t h e  t w o 
companies, including the U.S. 
N av y ’s  N ext  G e n e rat i o n  Lo -
gistics Ship (NGLS) project.

Th e  m e et i n g  wa s  atte n d -
e d  b y  s e n i o r  o f f i c i a l s  f r o m 
b o t h  s i d e s ,  i n c l u d i n g  S u n g -
a n  C h o i ,  V i c e  C h a i r m a n  o f 
S a m s u n g  H e av y  I n d u s t r i e s , 
David J.  Car ver,  President of 
General  Dynamics NASSCO, 
and Brett Hershman, Director 
of Business Development and 

G o v e r n m e n t  R e l at i o n s .  T h e 
talks focused on ways to ex-
pand cooperation beyond the 
current project scope.

A c c o r d i n g  t o  S a m s u n g 
H e a v y  I n d u s t r i e s ,  t h e  v i s i t 
reflected the two companies’ 
i nte nt i o n  to  b ro ad e n  c o l l a b -
o ra t i o n  f ro m  s h i p  d e s i g n  t o 
automation technology, while 
s u p p o r t i n g  t h e  s u c c e s s f u l 
exe c u t i o n  of  t h e  N G LS  p ro j-
e c t .  D u r i n g  t h e  v i s i t ,  exe c u -
tives from General Dynamics 
N A S S C O  s a i d  t h e y  e x p e c t 
S a m s u n g  H e av y  I n d u s t r i e s’ 
ad va n c e d  te c h n o l o g y  c a pa-
b i l i t i e s  t o  c o n t r i b u t e  t o  t h e 
NGLS design study and pos-
sible future construction.

hmt-news.comImage source: Samsung Heavy Industries

Wärtsilä Wins VLEC 

Equipment Order at HD HHI

Wärtsilä Gas Solutions has secured an order to supply cargo 
handling and fuel gas supply systems for two very large ethane 
carriers under construction at Hyundai Heavy Industries (HHI) 
in South Korea for a Malaysian owner. Equipment delivery is 
scheduled for March 2027.

15, April 2026

Wärtsilä Gas Solutions 
has been selected to 

provide core systems for two 
very large ethane carriers be-
ing built by HD Hyundai Heavy 
Industr ies (HD HHI)  in  South 
Korea for a Malaysian owner.

The contract was booked 
i n  Q 4  2 0 2 5  a n d  c o v e r s  t h e 
c a rg o  h a n d l i n g  s y s t e m  a n d 
t h e  f u e l  g a s  s u p p l y  s y s t e m 
fo r  b ot h  ve s s e l s .  D e l i ve r y  of 
the equipment to the yard is 
planned for March 2027.

Fo r  t h i s  p ro j e c t ,  Wä r t s i l ä 

Gas Solutions will supply pro-
cess plant engineering l inked 
to cargo handling and fuel gas 
operations,  together with re-
lated sub-systems. The pack-
age also includes the required 
equipment and instrumenta -
t ion,  as wel l  as an integrated 
cargo control system.

T h e  awa rd  a d d s  t o  e a r l i -
e r  V L EC  o rd e rs  p l ac e d  w i t h 
Wä r t s i l ä  G a s  S o l u t i o n s  b y 
H y u n d a i  H e a v y  I n d u s t r i e s 
( H H I )  fo r  ot h e r  c u sto m e rs  i n 
re c e n t  y e a r s ,  s h o w i n g  c o n -
t inued use of  the company ’s 
solutions in this ship type.

H a r a l d  Ø v e r l a n d ,  S a l e s 
M a n a g e r  a t  W ä r t s i l ä  G a s 
S o l u t i o n s ,  s a i d  t h e  c o n t ra c t 
u n d e r l i n e d  t h e  c o m p a n y ’s 
strong position in the segment 
a n d  n o t e d  t h a t  g a s  c a r r i e r 
operators depend on safe and 
efficient cargo operations.

The order was announced 
shortly after Wärtsilä won an-
other contract to supply cargo 
handling and fuel  gas supply 
systems for two LNG bunker-
i n g  ve s s e l s  u n d e r  c o n st r u c -
tion in China.
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LNG Carrier, Il lustration only.

GTT Wins Tank 

Design Order for 

Samsung LNG Carrier

16, April 2026

Ga z t ra n s p o r t  &  Te c h -
n i g a z  ( G T T )  h a s 

received an order from Sam-
sung Heavy Industries for the 
t a n k  d e s i g n  o f  a  n e w  l i q u e -
fied natural gas carrier for an 
Asian shipowner.

Th e  o rd e r  wa s  b o o ke d  i n 
the f irst  quarter of 2026. Un-
der the assignment,  GT T wil l 
design the vessel’s cryogenic 
tanks with a total capacity of 

174,000 cbm.
The tanks will be fitted with 

GTT’s Mark III Flex membrane 
containment system. The ves-
sel is expected to be delivered 
in 2029.

T h e  l a t e s t  o r d e r  c a m e 
w e e k s  a f t e r  GT T  o b t a i n e d 
tank design jobs for  four  l iq-
uefied natural  gas carriers at 
C h i n a’s  H u d o n g - Z h o n g h u a 
shipyard.

hmt-news.com

GTT has received an order from Samsung 
H e av y  I n d u st r i e s  fo r  t h e  t a n k  d e s i g n  of  a 
new 174,000 cbm LNG carrier for an Asian 
shipowner.  The vessel wil l  use the Mark I I I 
Flex membrane containment system and is 
expected to be delivered in 2029.

Il lustration (Source: Samsung Heavy Industreis)

Hengli Heavy to Install World Record Gantry Cranes

Hengli Heavy Industries is installing three record-scale gantry cranes in Dalian, enabling ultra-large module 
assembly and boosting shipbuilding efficiency by over 50%.

15, April 2026

Hengli Heavy Industries 
h a s  e n t e r e d  a  k e y 

construction phase for three 
ultra-large gantry cranes at its 
super dry dock on Changxing 
Island in Dalian,  according to 
Jiangsu Tianmu Construction 
Group Limited Company.

T h e  p r o j e c t ,  l a u n c h e d 
o n  1 0  A p r i l ,  i n v o l v e s  t w o 
2 ,0 0 0 - t o n n e  g a n t r y  c ra n e s 
w i t h  a  2 5 6  m  s p a n  a n d  1 0 0 
m lift ing height, setting a new 
global  benchmark .  Each unit 
c o n t r i b u t e s  t o  a  c o m b i n e d 
s t r u c t u r e  w e i g h t  o f  1 2 , 7 0 0 
tonnes, marking the heaviest 
g a n t r y  c r a n e  c o n f i g u r a t i o n 
b u i l t  t o  d at e ,  w i t h  s i n g l e - l i f t 
c a p a c i t y  exc e e d i n g  1 0 , 5 0 0 
t o n n e s .  A  t h i rd  c ra n e ,  rat e d 
at  1 ,0 0 0  t o n n e s ,  s h a re s  t h e 
s a m e  2 5 6  m  s p a n ,  w i t h  a 
total  weight  of  9,300 tonnes 
and l i ft ing c apacity of  8,000 
tonnes.

A l l  t h r e e  c r a n e s  w i l l  b e 
instal led within the same dry 
dock ,  forming a high-c apac-
i t y  l i f t i n g  s y s t e m  d e s i g n e d 
to suppor t  large-sc ale block 
assembly. The configuration is 
intended to enable ful l-mod -

ule construction for complex 
vessels and offshore units.

O n c e  o p e r a t i o n a l ,  t h e 
cranes wi l l  ser ve product ion 
of high-end ship types, includ-
ing VLCCs, container vessels, 
LNG carriers, and offshore en-

gineering assets. The integrat-
ed l i ft ing system is expected 
to improve dry dock construc-
t i o n  eff i c i e n c y  by  m o re  t h a n 
50%, particularly through the 
a b i l i t y  t o  h a n d l e  u l t ra - l a rg e 
modules in single operations.

H e n g l i  H e a v y  I n d u s t r i e s 
i s  a d v a n c i n g  i t s  p o s i t i o n  i n 
h i g h -va l u e  s h i p b u i l d i n g  a n d 
o f f s h o r e  e q u i p m e n t  m a n u -
fac t u r i n g .  Th e  c o m pa ny  h as 
established an industrial base 
fo c u s e d  o n  d i g i ta l i ze d ,  e nv i-
ronmentally aligned, and high-
e n d  p ro d u c t i o n  p ro c e s s e s . 
I ts product por tfol io includes 
V LC C s ,  V LO C s ,  V LG C s ,  u l -
tra-large container ships, LNG 
carriers,  FLNG units,  FPSOs, 
and semi-submersible dril l ing 
rigs.

The Dalian facil ity features 
a  l a rg e - s c a l e  d r y  d o c k  c a -
p a b l e  o f  b u i l d i n g  u p  t o  fo u r 
300,000 DW T VLCCs simul-
taneously.  I t  is  suppor ted by 
h e a v y  l i f t i n g  i n f ra s t r u c t u re , 
including gantry cranes rang-
ing from 900 tonnes to 2,000 
tonnes, with a maximum com-
bined lifting capacity of 3,200 
tonnes.
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Image source: Hengli Heavy Industries

DSIC ChangXing Rebrands for Next Growth Phase

DSIC ChangXing Shipyard has adopted its new name and set out a development plan focused on ship 
repair, offshore projects, module fabrication, and special vessel newbuilding in Dalian.

15, April 2026

On  3 0  J a n u a r y  2 0 2 6 , 
D S I C  C h a n g X i n g 

S h i p y a rd  C o . ,  Lt d .  o f f i c i a l l y 
a d o pte d  i t s  n ew  n a m e  af te r 
approval from the Market Su-
per vision and Administrat ion 
Bureau. The company said the 
re b ra n d i n g  m a r ke d  t h e  sta r t 
of a new development phase 
during the 15th Five-Year Plan 
period.

T h e  y a r d ,  e s t a b l i s h e d  i n 
F e b r u a r y  2 0 2 0 ,  t r a c e s  i t s 
roots to the long-established 
ship repair business of Dalian 
Shipbuilding Industry Co., Ltd. 
The company s aid i ts  devel-
opment has been suppor ted 
by  t h e  e n g i n e e r i n g  c a pa b i l i -
t i e s  of  t h e  D S I C  D e s i g n  a n d 
Research Inst itute and man -
agement resources from DSIC 
S h a n h a i g u a n  S h i p b u i l d i n g 
Industry Co., Ltd.

Located in the Changxing-
dao Economic Zone in Dalian, 
D S I C  C h a n g X i n g  S h i p y a r d 
C o. ,  Ltd.  i s  p os i t i o ne d  wi th i n 
t h e  B o h a i  R i m  s h i p b u i l d i n g 
a n d  r e p a i r  b a s e .  T h e  y a r d 
c o v e r s  a b o u t  1  m i l l i o n  s q  m 
and includes a 300,000 DWT 

dry dock measuring 420 m by 
68 m, capable of handling ul-
tra-large container ships of up 
to  24 ,0 0 0  T E U.  I t  a l s o  o p e r-
ates a 200,000 DWT dry dock 
measuring 330 m by 58 m.

Through coordination with 
DSIC Shanhaiguan Shipbuild-
ing Industry Co., Ltd., the yard 
c a n  d raw  o n  f i ve  s h i p  re p a i r 
docks in the Bohai Bay region. 
The quay extends more than 
3,600 m with a water depth of 
about 10.8 m, al lowing direct 
ber thing alongside the quay. 
T h e  s i t e  a l s o  i n c l u d e s  h u l l 
fabrication, pipe, mechanical, 
electr ic al  and paint ing work-
s h o p s  tota l i n g  2 9,0 0 0  s q  m , 
a s  we l l  a s  te c h n i c a l  s e r v i c e 
s t a t i o n s  f o r  m a i n  e n g i n e s , 
a u t o m a t i o n  s y s t e m s ,  a n d 
f i re - f i g h t i n g  a n d  l i fe - s av i n g 
a p p l i a n c e s .  A  4 8 0  t  g a n t r y 
crane is also part of the yard’s 
production system.

T h e  c o m p a n y  s a i d  i t  h a s 
a n  a n n u a l  c a pac i t y  to  re pa i r 
more than 130 vessels and to 
c a r r y  o u t  t h re e  to  f i ve  l a rg e 
ship conversions and offshore 
projects each year.  I ts  repair 
and conversion work includes 
b u l b o u s  b ow  ret rof i t ,  r u d d e r 

m o d i f i c a t i o n ,  b a l l a s t  w a t e r 
treatment system retrofitt ing, 
s h af t  g e n e rato r  i n st a l l at i o n , 
wind shield installation, scrub-
ber installation, wind-assisted 
propulsion systems,  and du -
al-fuel system conversions.

I n  o f f s h o r e  w o r k ,  D S I C 
C h a n g X i n g  S h i p y a r d  C o . , 
Ltd.  said i t  has ful l-chain c a -
p a b i l i t y  c o v e r i n g  F P S O  h u l l 
conversion and construction, 

as well  as module fabrication 
and integration. The company 
s a i d  i t  h as  d e l i ve re d  s eve ra l 
FPSO and FSO projects and 
a l s o  p a r t i c i p at e d  i n  t h e  h u l l 
newbuilding project for M350 
FPSO. In module fabric ation, 
total deliveries have exceeded 
70,000 t, with business scope 
e x p a n d i n g  f r o m  o f f s h o r e 
modules to onshore modules.

For the 15th Five-Year Plan 

per iod,  the company set  out 
a  d i re c t i o n  of  st re n g t h e n i n g 
ship repair, stabilizing offshore 
p r o j e c t s ,  a n d  m o d e r a t e l y 
d e v e l o p i n g  s p e c i a l  v e s s e l 
newbuilding. It also said it will 
continue to upgrade hardware 
f a c i l i t i e s  a n d  e x p a n d  c o n -
struction capacity for special 
vessels.

hmt-news.com

Image source: DSIC ChangXing Shipyard
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Jones Act Waiver Leaves Energy Costs Elevated

Energy and shipping costs kept rising after the Jones Act waiver took effect, as disruption in the Strait of 
Hormuz continued to lift oil prices, freight rates and insurance costs.

14, April 2026

En e r g y  a n d  s h i p p i n g 
c o sts  h ave  c o nt i n u e d 

t o  r i s e  d e s p i t e  t h e  6 0 - d a y 
Jones Act waiver introduced 
b y  U S  P r e s i d e n t  D o n a l d 
Tr u m p,  a s  d i s r u p t i o n  l i n ke d 
to  t h e  U S - I s rae l  wa r  o n  I ra n 
has continued to affect traffic 
through the Strait of Hormuz.

The waiver took effect on 
18 March.  The Trump admin-
i st rat i o n  s a i d  t h e  te m p o ra r y 
m e a s u re  wo u l d  h e l p  re d u c e 
e n e rg y  c o s t s  b y  e a s i n g  re -
st r i c t i o n s  o n  d o m e st i c  s h i p -
ments.  Under the Jones Act, 
c a r g o  m o v e d  b e t w e e n  U S 
ports must be carried on ships 
that are built in the US, fly the 
U S  f l a g  a n d  a re  m o s t l y  U S -
o w n e d ,  l i m i t i n g  t h e  n u m b e r 
of  vessels avai lable for  such 
trade.

Even so,  the impact on oi l 
p r i c e s  h as  re m a i n e d  l i m i te d . 
U s h a  H a l e y,  a  p r o f e s s o r  o f 
management at Wichita State 
University, said the effect was 
estimated at about 3 cents on 
the US East Coast and could 
even result in higher costs on 
the Gulf  Coast .  She s aid the 

c h a n g e s  w e r e  t o o  s m a l l  t o 
outweigh the broader r ise in 
oil prices.

Th e  w i d e r  m a r ket  h as  re-
mained under pressure as the 
c o n f l i c t  d i s r u p t s  m o v e m e n t 
through the Strait of Hormuz, 
a  s t r a t e g i c  w a t e r w a y  t h a t 
c a r r i e s  ro u g h l y  2 0 %  o f  t h e 

wo r l d ’s  o i l  a n d  l i q u ef i e d  n at-
u ra l  g as  s u p p l y.  B re nt  c r u d e 
rose 4% on the day to $98.91 
after reaching $101.03 earlier, 
while US West Texas Interme-
diate gained $2.53, or 2.6%, to 
$99.10.

The increase fol lowed the 
US Navy’s blockade of Iranian 

p o r ts  o n  M o n d ay  afte r  t a l ks 
b et we e n  U S  a n d  I ra n i a n  n e-
gotiators failed to produce an 
a g re e m e n t .  T h e  i m p a c t  h a s 
also been felt  by consumers 
i n  t h e  U S .  A c c o rd i n g  t o  t h e 
Americ an Automobi le  Asso-
ciation,  the average gasol ine 
price reached $4.125 per gal-

l o n ,  c o m p a re d  w i t h  $ 3 .6 3  a 
month earlier.

S h i p p i n g  p a t t e r n s  h a v e 
a l s o  s h i f t e d .  M o r e  t h a n 
3 4 ,0 0 0  s h i p s  h ave  b e e n  d i -
verted away from the Strait of 
Hormuz over the past month. 
O v e r  t h e  s a m e  p e r i o d ,  t h e 
C o nt a i n e r i ze d  Fre i g ht  I n d ex 
ro s e  by  m o re  t h a n  1 0 % ,  a n d 
i t  was  u p  by  m o re  t h a n  3 5% 
f r o m  a  y e a r  e a r l i e r  a s  t h e 
market adjusted to alternative 
shipping strategies.

Insurance costs have add-
ed to the disruption. In March, 
soon after the start of the war, 
major insurers, including Gard, 
S k u l d ,  a n d  N o r t h S t a n d a r d , 
c a n c e l e d  wa r- r i s k  c ove r  fo r 
s h i p s  t ra v e l i n g  t h ro u g h  t h e 
waterway, discouraging own-
e r s  f r o m  e n t e r i n g  t h e  G u l f. 
Although marit ime insurance 
later became available again, 
the price was repor ted to be 
1 0  t i m e s  h i g h e r  t h a n  b e fo re 
the war. Experts said fuel pric-
es are expected to normalize 
only when traff ic through the 
strait returns to pre-war levels.
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Hormuz Crisis Drives Sharp Drop in Seafarer Morale

Seafarer morale declines sharply as Hormuz tensions escalate, with rising risks, supply disruptions, and 
restricted movement impacting crews.
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Te n s i o n s  s u r ro u n d i n g 
t h e  S t ra i t  o f  H o r m u z 

are rapidly impacting seafar-
ers,  with new data indic ating 
a  c l e a r  d e c l i n e  i n  o n b o a r d 
sentiment as security risks es-
calate.

A c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e  l a t e s t 

S e afa re r s  H a p p i n e s s  I n d ex , 
s c o re s  h a d  r i s e n  t o  7. 3 5 /1 0 
earlier in the quarter, reflecting 
improving condit ions across 
the industry. However, follow-
i n g  t h e  o u t b re a k  o f  c o n f l i c t 
l inked to Operation Epic Fury, 
t h e  f i g u re  fe l l  t o  7.0 1  w i t h i n 
we e ks ,  m a r k i n g  a  d e c l i n e  of 
nearly 5% and the fastest drop 

recorded since the pandemic.
T h i s  s h i f t  u n d e r s c o r e s 

h o w  q u i c k l y  c o n f i d e n c e  a t 
sea c an weaken when oper-
at i n g  c o n d i t i o n s  d ete r i o rate. 
Early 2026 had shown signs 
of  sta b i l i s at i o n ,  w i t h  g rad u a l 
improvements across several 
w e l f a r e - r e l a t e d  i n d i c a t o r s . 
That trajectory was interrupt-
ed as hostilities intensified and 
v e s s e l  m o v e m e n t s  b e c a m e 
constrained.

At the centre of the disrup-
tion is the issue of trust. Tran-
sit  through Hormuz depends 
on confidence that vessels will 
not  be targeted and that  es-
tabl ished operat ing patterns 
wi l l  remain intact .  Such trust 
d eve l o p s  ove r  t i m e  t h ro u g h 
c o n s i s t e n t  a n d  p re d i c t a b l e 
conditions, but can be eroded 
rapidly when disruptions oc-
cur.

For crews operating in the 

re g i o n ,  t h e  i m p a c t  i s  i m m e -
d i ate.  S h o re  l e ave  h a s  b e e n 
effectively suspended, welfare 
s u p p o r t  h a s  r e d u c e d ,  a n d 
workloads have increased un-
der high-risk condit ions.  The 
p re s s u re  of  o p e rat i n g  w i t h i n 
ra n g e  of  d ro n e s  a n d  m i s s i l e 
activity has added to existing 
onboard challenges.

Ac c o u n t s  f ro m  s e a fa re r s 
reflect the severity of the sit-
uation. Crews reported sight-
i n g s  o f  l o w- a l t i t u d e  d ro n e s 
a n d  m i s s i l e s ,  a s  w e l l  a s  t h e 
n e e d  t o  t a k e  c o v e r  d u r i n g 
nearby military activity. At the 
same time, supply constraints 
have created additional strain, 
w i t h  s o m e  v e s s e l s  f a c i n g 
s h o r t a g e s  of  d r i n k i n g  wate r 
and essential provisions.

T h e  s i t u a t i o n  a l s o  h i g h -
l i g h t s  o n g o i n g  c o n c e r n s 
a ro u n d  c re w  m o b i l i t y.  S e a -
f a r e r s  c o n s i d e r i n g  l e a v i n g 

v e s s e l s  i n  h i g h - r i s k  a r e a s 
fac e  u n c e r t a i nt y  ove r  f u t u re 
employment, leading many to 
remain onboard despite safe-
t y  c o n c e r n s .  T h i s  d y n a m i c 
has reinforced a sense of re-
striction similar to that experi-
enced during the pandemic.

C o m p a r i s o n s  w i t h 
C O V I D -1 9  c o n d i t i o n s  h a v e 
e m e rg e d  i n  c re w  fe e d b a c k , 
par t icularly regarding l imited 
m o v e m e n t ,  e x t e n d e d  t i m e 
onboard, and separation from 
families.

The f indings indic ate that 
w h i l e  o p e rat i o n a l  d i s r u pt i o n 
c an occur rapidly,  rebui ld ing 
confidence among seafarers 
re q u i re s  s u s t a i n e d  s t a b i l i t y. 
Each safe transit  contributes 
t o  r e s t o r i n g  t r u s t ,  b u t  c o n -
t inued uncer tainty r isks pro -
longing the current decline in 
morale.

hmt-news.com

Image source: Marine Traffic

CO2 Carrier Segment Continues to Grow 

With CCS Projects
Purpose-built CO2 carriers are moving into service as CCS projects expand in Europe and Japan. Northern 
Phoenix, Carbon Destroyer 1, and new Japanese vessel concepts show how the segment is developing to 
support offshore CO2 storage.
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Purpose-built  CO2 car-
riers are continuing to 

e m e r g e  a s  c a r b o n  c a p t u r e 
a n d  s t o ra g e  p ro j e c t s  m o v e 
i n t o  c o m m e r c i a l  o p e r a t i o n 
and prepare additional capac-
ity.  The new vessel  segment 
is being developed to support 
the transport of captured CO2 
to offshore storage sites.

N o r t h e r n  L i g h t s  wa s  t h e 
f i r s t  p r o j e c t  t o  e n t e r  t h e 
s e g m e n t ,  b e g i n n i n g  c o m -
m e rc i a l  o p e rat i o n s  i n  2 0 2 5 . 
T h e  p a r t n e r s h i p  b e t w e e n 
Eq u i n o r,  S h e l l ,  a n d  Tot a l E n -

ergies was launched with an 
i n i t i a l  c a p a c i t y  of  1 . 5  m i l l i o n 
to n n e s  p e r  ye a r  a n d  h a s  a l -
ready announced expansion 
plans. It also became the first 
cross-border project, securing 
c o m m e r c i a l  c o n t r a c t s  w i t h 
Yara in the Netherlands, Ørst-
e d  i n  D e n m a r k ,  S t o c k h o l m 
Exergi in Sweden, and Inherit 
in Norway.

O n  9  A p r i l ,  t h e  p r o j e c t 
named its third vessel, North-
ern Phoenix, a 7,500 cbm gas 
c a r r i e r  o n  l o n g - te r m  c h a r te r 
f ro m  B e r n h a rd  S c h u l te.  Th e 
s h i p s  t ra n s p o r t  C O 2  t o  t h e 
company ’s faci l ity in Norway, 

where it is prepared and then 
p u m p e d  o f f s h o r e  i n t o  p e r -
manent storage in a reservoir 
2 ,6 0 0  m  b e l o w  t h e  s e a b e d . 
The first vessels are fueled by 
L N G  a n d  i n c l u d e  a  roto r  fo r 
wind-assisted propulsion.

I n  t h e  s e c o n d  p h a s e ,  t h e 
p ro j e c t  p l a n s  to  ex p a n d  c a -
p a c i t y  t o  5  m i l l i o n  t o n n e s 
o f  C O 2  p e r  y e a r  b y  2 0 2 8 . 
To  s u p p o r t  t h a t  s t e p ,  i t  a n -
n o u n c e d  n e w  p a r t n e r s h i p s 
i n  J a n u a r y  w i t h  K a w a s a k i 
K i s e n  Ka i s h a ,  M I S C  B e r h ad , 
and Mitsui O.S.K. Lines. MISC 
Berhad ordered one ship and 
plans a second,  whi le  Mitsui 
O.S. K .  L i n e s  i s  l i n ke d  to  t wo 
s h i p s .  T h e  f i r s t  t h r e e  n e w 
ve s s e l s  w i l l  e ac h  h ave  a  c a-
pacity of 12,000 cbm and are 
expected to enter service be-
tween the second half of 2028 
and the first half of 2029.

The next entrant is nearing 
f i n a l  c o m m i s s i o n i n g  fo r  u s e 
in the offshore storage effor t 
u n d e r  P r o j e c t  G r e e n s a n d , 
which is  being developed by 
I N E O S  E n e rg y  i n  D e n m a r k . 
The vessel is being developed 
by Royal Wagenborg. Named 
C a r b o n  D e s t r o y e r  1 ,  i t  w a s 

designed to shutt le between 
Es b j e rg  i n  D e n m a r k  a n d  t h e 
Nini Fields on a 36-hour cycle.

T h e  ve s s e l  i s  1 5 0  m  l o n g 
a n d  h a s  c a rg o  c a p a c i t y  fo r 
5 , 0 0 0  t  o f  l i q u e f i e d  C O 2 , 
giving i t  the abi l i ty  to handle 
a b o u t  6 0 0 , 0 0 0  t o n n e s  o f 
CO2 per year.  I t  is  described 
as a DP2 CO2 c arr ier  and is 
e q u i p p e d  w i t h  d y n a m i c  p o -
s i t i o n i n g  to  c o n n e c t  d i re c t l y 
to the storage site. It also has 
tanks designed with consider-
ation for the thermodynamic 
behavior of liquefied CO2.

B u i l t  b y  R o y a l  N i e s t e r n 
S a n d e r,  C a r b o n  D e st roye r  1 
re c e n t l y  c o m p l e t e d  s e a  t r i -
a l s  off  t h e  D u tc h  c o a st .  Th e 
t r i a l s  c o v e r e d  p r o p u l s i o n , 
maneuverabil ity,  DP2 system 
p e r fo r m a n c e ,  a n d  o n b o a rd 
e q u i p m e n t .  T h e  v e s s e l  h a s 
now arrived in Port Esbjerg for 
final commissioning and is ex-
pected to enter ser vice later 
this year.

J a p a n  i s  a l s o  s u p p o r t i n g 
a project intended to demon-
strate undersea CO2 storage 
w h i l e  e n c o u rag i n g  d eve l o p -
m e n t  o f  t h e  r e l a t e d  s u p p l y 
c h a i n  i n  l i n e  w i t h  i t s  2 0 5 0 

net-zero target.  At the end of 
M a rc h ,  S h i n  Ku r u s h i m a  S a -
noyasu Shipbuilding reported 
that it  had received Approval 
in Principle from ClassNK for 
its CO2 transport vessel con-
cept.

The concept l inks the ship 
with a Socket SPAR structure 
at the storage site. The vessel 
d e s i g n  i s  s i m i l a r  to  offs h o re 
support vessels and includes 
l a rg e  g a n g ways  s o  t h e  c rew 
can access the Socket SPAR 
s t r u c t u r e .  T h e  s h i p  w o u l d 
c o n n e c t  t o  t h e  s t r u c t u re  t o 
pump CO2 for  in ject ion.  The 
s h i p y a r d  s a i d  t h e  a p p r o v a l 
covered the vessel i tself  and 
n ote d  t h at  i t  i s  a n  i m p o r ta nt 
part of Japan’s CCS develop-
ment efforts.

T h i s  n e w  s h i p p i n g  s e g -
ment is continuing to develop 
as demand for CO2 transport 
a n d  s t o ra g e  i s  ex p e c t e d  t o 
i n c r e a s e .  A c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e 
s o u r c e ,  s c i e n t i s t s  p r o j e c t 
that about 1  bi l l ion tonnes of 
CO2 per year wil l  need to be 
captured and transported for 
sto ra g e  to  s u p p o r t  n et-ze ro 
emissions by 2050.
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Illustration of Japan’s CO2 carrier concept with gangways for 
connection at the storage site. (Image source: SSS)
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C l a i m  c o s t s  i n  N o r d i c 
marine hul l  insurance 

re m a i n e d  e l e vat e d  i n  2 0 2 5 , 
w i t h  m a c h i n e r y  f a i l u r e  a n d 

f i re s  i d e n t i f i e d  a s  t h e  m a i n 
drivers behind the recent rise.

The Nordic Association of 
M a r i n e  I n s u re rs  ( C efo r)  s a i d 
2025 was the third consecu-
tive year of high claims costs. 

Its year-end 2025 hull reports 
showed that both major loss-
e s  a n d  re p a i r  c o s t  i n f l a t i o n 
contributed to the higher cost 
l e v e l .  C e fo r  s a i d  m a c h i n e r y 
failure and fires were the main 
c auses behind the recent in-
crease.

Th e  as s o c i at i o n  re p o r te d 
an extraordinary rise in claims 
above $10 mi l l ion,  as wel l  as 
m o re  t o t a l  l o s s e s  i n v o l v i n g 
v e s s e l s  v a l u e d  a b o v e  $ 1 0 
mil l ion.  Medium-sized claims 
a l s o  i n c r e a s e d .  A c r o s s  t h e 
data set ,  most  indic ators for 
claim cost and claim frequen-
cy moved upward.

In the ocean hull  segment, 
machinery damage increased 
substantial ly in recent years. 
C e f o r  s a i d  t h i s  s h o u l d  b e 
v i e w e d  i n  t h e  c o n t ex t  o f  a n 

a g i n g  f l e e t .  F i re s  c o n t i n u e d 
to  ac c o u nt  fo r  a  l a rg e  s h a re 
of the most severe losses.  In 
2025, 7 of the 13 claims above 
$10 million were fire-related. In 
six of the past ten years, fires 
re p re s e n te d  4 0 %  to  70 %  of 
t h e  c o st l i e st  l o s s e s ,  a n d  t h e 
pattern extended to younger 
vessels as well.

Serious machiner y claims 
also bec ame more frequent . 
The frequency of  machiner y 
claims above $500,000 was 
3 0 %  h i g h e r  i n  2 0 2 2 - 2 0 2 5 
than in earlier years. This con-
tributed to a 50% increase in 
machinery claim cost per ves-
sel.

For smaller vessels in Nor-
d i c  wate r s ,  c l a i m s  c o st s  re -
turned to more average levels 
after the extraordinary effect 

of major losses in the f ishing 
v e s s e l  s e g m e n t  i n  2 0 24 .  At 
t h e  s a m e  t i m e ,  t h e  c o a s t a l 
hull segment showed a similar 
upward trend in machinery-re-
lated costs to that seen in the 
ocean hull business.

C e f o r  a l s o  p o i n t e d  t o 
c l u s t e r s  o f  c l a i m s  l i n ke d  t o 
e x t r e m e  w e a t h e r  e v e n t s  i n 
Norway.

T h e  2 0 2 5  re p o r t s  fo r  t h e 
ocean and coastal  hul l  busi-
ness were based on hul l  and 
m a c h i n e r y  c o v e r  w r i tt e n  b y 
Cefor members and recorded 
in the Nordic Marine Insurance 
Statistics database. Addition-
a l  ke y  f i g u re s  w e re  a l s o  re -
leased, including breakdowns 
by vessel type, age group, size 
group and insured value.
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Marine Claims Costs Rise on Machinery Failures and Fires

Cefor said Nordic marine hull claim costs stayed elevated in 2025 as machinery failures and fires drove 
more high-value losses, more medium-sized claims and higher repair costs.

Il lustration purpose only.
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Boreal AS Orders World’s Largest Electric 

Fleet for Norway
Boreal AS has ordered 20 Candela P-12 vessels from Candela Technology for Norway. The order covers 
high-speed electric passenger transport along the coast and is described by the source as the world’s 
largest electric fleet to date.
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No r way  i s  s et  to  i nt ro -
duce the world’s larg-

est electric f leet to date after 
Boreal AS ordered 20 Cande-
la P-12 vessels from Sweden’s 
Candela Technology.

Th e  ve s s e l s  a re  i nte n d e d 
for passenger transport along 
Norway’s coastline, where wa-
terborne travel remains an es-
sential  part of daily transport 
fo r  c o m m u te rs  a n d  to u r i sts . 
The f leet is  also expected to 
provide more frequent depar-

tures and shorter travel times.
N o r w a y  a l r e a d y  h a s  t h e 

w o r l d ’s  m o s t  e l e c t r i f i e d  c a r 
m a r ke t ,  w i t h  a b o u t  9 9 %  o f 
n e w  c a r  s a l e s  f u l l y  e l e c t r i c . 
High-speed passenger vessel 
e l e c t r i f i c at i o n  h a s  re m a i n e d 
m o re  d i f f i c u l t  b e c a u s e  c o n -
ventional electric ferries have 
n o t  o f f e r e d  t h e  r a n g e  a n d 
s p e e d  n e e d e d  t o  r e p l a c e 
d i e s e l  fa st  fe r r i e s  o p e rat i n g 
across deep f jords and more 
than 100,000 km of coastline.

Ac c o rd i n g  t o  t h e  s o u rc e , 
t h e  C a n d e l a  P-1 2  c o m b i n e s 
a cruising speed of  25 knots 

w i t h  a  r a n g e  o f  a r o u n d  4 0 
n a u t i c a l  m i l e s .  T h a t  m a ke s 
e l e c t r i c  o p e ra t i o n  p o s s i b l e 
on routes that have unti l  now 
b e e n  s e r v e d  o n l y  b y  d i e s e l 
ve s s e l s .  B o re a l  A S  s a i d  t h e 
f l e e t  w i l l  s u p p o r t  n e w  h i g h -
speed routes in cities and rural 
areas.

T h e  v e s s e l  u s e s  c o m -
p u t e r - c o n t r o l l e d  h y d r o f o i l s 
m o u n t e d  b e n e a t h  t h e  h u l l . 
A t  s p e e d s  a b o v e  1 8  k n o t s , 
the foi ls l i ft  the vessel  above 
the water,  reducing drag. The 
source s aid this  cuts energy 
consumption by around 80% 

compared with conventional 
v e s s e l s  o f  s i m i l a r  s i ze .  T h e 
C a n d e l a  P-1 2  i s  a l re a d y  o p -
erating in Stockholm’s publ ic 
transport system.

T h e  s o u rc e  a l s o  s a i d  t h e 
ve s s e l  c a n  f u l l y  re c h a rg e  i n 
one hour using standard DC 
car fast chargers, avoiding the 
megawatt-scale charging sys-
tems required by conventional 
electric ferries. That capability 
wa s  re c e n t l y  d e m o n s t rat e d 
o n  a  v o ya g e  b e t w e e n  Sw e -
d e n  a n d  N o r w a y,  w h e n  t h e 
Candela P-12 completed what 

t h e  s o u rc e  d e s c r i b e d  as  t h e 
l o n g e st  e l e c t r i c  s e a  j o u r n ey 
t o  d a t e .  A l o n g  t h e  r o u t e ,  i t 
recharged using a mobile bat-
tery system carried by a Ford 
F-150 Lightning.

T h e  f i r s t  t w o  v e s s e l s  a re 
d u e  fo r  d e l i ve r y  i n  2 027  a n d 
are planned to enter  ser vice 
o n  o n e  o f  s e v e ra l  p o t e n t i a l 
routes being explored in Nor-
way and abroad. The remain-
ing vessels will follow in annu-
al batches between 2028 and 
2030.

T h e  s o u r c e  a l s o  h i g h -
l i g h t e d  p a s s e n g e r  c o m fo r t . 
T h e  v e s s e l ’s  d i g i t a l  F l i g h t 
c o n t ro l l e r  re a d s  w a v e  c o n -
d i t i o n s  t h ro u g h  s e n s o rs  a n d 
ad j u sts  t h e  hyd rofo i l s  i n  re a l 
t i m e  t o  p ro v i d e  a  s m o o t h e r 
ride in rough seas while keep-
i n g  c a b i n  n o i s e  l ow.  R e c e n t 
tests in  Stockholm recorded 
c a b i n  n o i s e  at  6 4  d B ,  w h i c h 
t h e  s o u rc e  s a i d  m a d e  i t  t h e 
quietest high-speed vessel in 
operation.

B o re a l  A S  s a i d  t h e  o rd e r 
is  intended to accelerate ze-
ro-emission high-speed travel 
a l o n g  t h e  N o r w e g i a n  c o a s t 
a n d  h e l p  e x p a n d  e l e c t r i c 
v e s s e l  u s e  b e y o n d  N o r way. 
Candela Technology said the 
partnership reflects efforts to 
advance lower-emission mar-
itime transport while reducing 
operating costs.
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