
Golden 
Pass Train 1 
Reaches First 
LNG

G o l d e n  P a s s  L N G  h a s 
achieved f irst LNG on Train 1 
in Sabine Pass, Texas, as Mc-
D e r m ott  a n d  C h i yo d a  I n te r-
national Corporation continue 
work on trains 2 and 3 ahead 
of planned exports in the sec-
ond quarter of 2026.

P10

FPSO Agogo 
Launches 
Offshore CO2 
Capture

Y i n s o n  P r o d u c t i o n  h a s  s t a r t e d 

t h e  C C S  u n i t  o n  F P S O  A g o g o , 

marking a mi lestone for offshore 

post-combustion CO2 capture at 

t h e  Ag o g o  I nte g rate d  We st  H u b 

offshore Angola.

P8

P5

Dongbang 
Completes 
Canada 
LNG Module 
Shipments

China is widening its presence 
in global shipbuilding as vessel 
re p l a c e m e n t  d e m a n d  d r i ve s 
a  l o n g  o rd e r  c yc l e.  Th e  s h i ft 
is also increasing pressure on 
South Korean yards in tankers 
and LNG carriers.

SALSAL  Welcomes MV Frida Welcomes MV Frida 

as Second as Second Orca Class Orca Class 

VesselVessel

SAL has officially welcomed MV Frida into 
its fleet as the second Orca Class vessel, 
strengthening its role in offshore wind 
logistics and heavy lift transport. P2
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SEAWAY EAGLE Delivers Tian Qi Hao to Bonny
Seaway Eagle has arrived at Bonny, Nigeria, transporting Tian Qi Hao from Algeria following a float-on 
operation at Port Annaba on 10 March 2026.

27, March 2026

Th e  s e m i - s u b m e r s i b l e 
heavy transport vessel 

Seaway Eagle has arr ived at 
B o n ny,  N i g e r i a ,  c a r r y i n g  t h e 
c u tte r  s u c t i o n  d re d g e r  T i a n 
Q i  H a o  f r o m  A l g e r i a .  T h e 
transpor t  fol lowed a f loat-on 
operation at  Por t  Annaba on 
10 March 2026.

Tian Qi Hao was launched 
in 2009 together with its sister 
dredger Tian Lin Hao.  At the 
t i m e ,  t h e  t w o  v e s s e l s  w e re 
d e s c r i b e d  a s  A s i a’s  l a rg e s t 
s t a t i o n a r y  c u t t e r  s u c t i o n 
dredgers. Tian Qi Hao was de-

veloped by the Marine Design 
& Research Institute of Shang-
hai Jiao Tong University.

Seaway Eagle, one of Sea-
way7 ’s six semi-submersible 
heavy lift vessels, is designed 
fo r  t h e  t ra n s p o r tat i o n  of  off-
s h o re  a n d  o n s h o re  fac i l i t i e s 
through f loat on/off,  skid on/
of f,  ro l l  o n /of f  a n d  l i f t  o n /of f 
operations.

The vessel has a free deck 
length of 113.7 m, a free deck 
area of 4,700 m² and accom-
m o d a t i o n  fo r  3 8  p e o p l e .  I t s 
IMO number is 7931454.

hmt-news.com

Photo source: Annaba port seaside via Facebook.

Fanzhou 7 Begins Global Deck Cargo Service

Jiangsu Fanzhou Shipping has taken delivery of Fanzhou 7, a self-propelled heavy lift vessel built for global 
deck cargo routes with 55,000 t deadweight and 11,700 sq m of deck area.

28, March 2026

J i a n g s u  Fa n z h o u  S h i p -
ping has taken delivery 

of Fanzhou 7, a new self-pro-
pelled heavy lift vessel built by 
Nantong Xiangyu Shipbuilding 
a n d  O f f s h o r e  E n g i n e e r i n g 
fo r  i nte r n at i o n a l  d e c k  c a rg o 
trades.

Built to China Classification 
S o c i et y  st a n d a rd s ,  Fa n z h o u 
7 has already entered service 
and completed overseas voy-
ages. The vessel is designed 
for long-distance routes, with 
an unrefuelled range of 16,000 
nautical miles.

T h e  s h i p  h a s  a n  o v e r a l l 
l e n g t h  o f  2 5 6  m ,  a  b e a m  o f 
51  m ,  a n d  a  d e pt h  of  1 3  m .  I t 
has a deadweight of 55,000 t, 
gross tonnage of 46,158,  and 

a cargo deck area of 11,700 sq 
m .  T h e s e  s p e c i f i c at i o n s  l e d 
Chinese press reports to de-
scribe it as the world’s largest 
foreign-trade deck barge.

I t s  d e c k  e x t e n d s  a c r o s s 
n e a r l y  t h e  f u l l  l e n g t h  o f  t h e 
vessel and has a rated capac-
ity of 25 t per sq m. The layout 
i s  i n t e n d e d  fo r  l a rg e  a n d  i r-
regular cargoes such as wind 
turbine components, offshore 
p l atfo r m  m o d u l e s ,  a n d  ste e l 
hull sections.

T h e  p ro p u l s i o n  a r ra n g e -
m e n t  i n c l u d e s  t w o  M A N 
6 S 4 6 M E  m a i n  e n g i n e s ,  t wo 
side thrusters,  and two Fenxi 
S i e m e n s  1 F C 6  5 6 2 - 8 S A 8 2 
g e n e rato r s  rate d  at  74 0  k W 
each.  The vessel  has a max-
imum speed of 15 knots.  The 
p ro p u l s i o n  s y s t e m  i n c l u d e s 

r e d u n d a n c y  t o  p r o v i d e  a n 
added margin of safety during 
long transits,  par t icularly off-

shore.
One of the vessel’s voyag-

e s  i n v o l v e d  d e p a r t i n g  N a n -

to n g  w i t h  1 3 2  offs h o re  w i n d 
turbine blades bound for India.

hmt-news.com

Source: Fanzhou 7

SAL Adds MV Frida to Orca Class Fleet

SAL has officially added MV Frida to its fleet after the vessel’s christening in Esbjerg. The ship is the second 
in the Orca Class and is already supporting an offshore renewable energy project in the Southern North 
Sea.

31, March 2026

SA L  h a s  off i c i a l l y  we l -
c o m e d  M V  Fr i d a  i nto 

its f leet following the vessel’s 
christening in Esbjerg,  mark-
i n g  a  n e w  m i l e s t o n e  fo r  t h e 
c o m p a n y ’ s  g r o w i n g  O r c a 

Class.
T h e  c e r e m o n y  w a s  h e l d 

together with Siemens Game-
s a  a n d  r e f l e c t e d  t h e  c l o s e 

c o l l a b o r a t i o n  b e t w e e n  t h e 
t wo  c o m p a n i e s .  M V  Fr i d a  i s 
already operating at sea and 
h a s  b e g u n  t h e  w o r k  i t  w a s 

designed to perform, carrying 
c o m p o n e nts  fo r  a n  offs h o re 
re n ewa b l e  e n e rg y  p ro j e c t  i n 
the Southern North Sea.

According to the company, 
t h e  ve s s e l  s u p p o r t s  t h e  e n -
ergy transition through trans-
p o r t  w o r k  t i e d  t o  o f f s h o r e 
renewables. Its design follows 
the concept of the Orca Class, 
with a focus on performance, 
flexibility and precision.

As the second vessel in the 
Orc a Class to be christened, 
MV Frida adds momentum to 
t h e  s e r i e s  a s  i t  c o nt i n u e s  to 
take shape. Three more ves-
sels are set  to fol low,  fur ther 
expanding the class.

The vessel was christened 
by Frida Mortensen, daughter 
of Thomas Mor tensen,  Head 
o f  S h i p p i n g ,  O f f s h o re  W i n d 
at Siemens Wind Power A/S. 
The naming was described as 
symbolising peace, tranquillity 
and security, values associat-
ed with every voyage at sea.

F o r  S A L ,  t h e  o c c a s i o n 
marked an important moment 
f o r  t h o s e  i n v o l v e d  b o t h  o n 
board and ashore as MV Frida 
officially joined the fleet.

hmt-news.com

Image source: SAL
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ZPMC Completes Keel Laying for 

Two 38,000 DWT Vessels

ZPMC has completed keel laying for two 38,000 DWT 
multipurpose heavy lift vessels equipped with three 350-tonne 
cranes and a combined lifting capacity of 700 tonnes.

28, March 2026

ZP M C  h a s  c o m p l e t e d 
the keel laying for two 

3 8 , 0 0 0  D W T  m u l t i p u r p o s e 
h e av y  l i f t  ve s s e l s ,  H u l l  N o.  3 
and No. 4, marking an import-

a nt  m i l e sto n e  as  t h e  p ro j e c t 
enters its next phase.

E a c h  v e s s e l  w i l l  b e 
e q u i p p e d  w i t h  t h r e e 
350-tonne cranes developed 
in-house by ZPMC, delivering 
a  c o m b i n e d  l i f t i n g  c a p a c i t y 

o f  u p  t o  7 0 0  t o n n e s .  B u i l t 
fo r  v e r s at i l i t y,  t h e  s h i p s  w i l l 
f e a t u r e  a  f u l l y  o p e n  d e c k , 
t w o  ex t ra - l o n g  c a rg o  h o l d s 
measuring up to 76.8 m, and 
a d j u s t a b l e  s p a c e  b e t w e e n 
decks.

Th e  ve s s e l s  a re  i nte n d e d 
fo r  t ra n s p o r t i n g  h e a v y  a n d 
ove r s i ze d  c a rg o  a ro u n d  t h e 
w o r l d .  T h e y  a l s o  i n c o r p o -
rate  g re e n  d e s i g n  p r i n c i p l e s 
a n d  a  h y b r i d  p o w e r  s y s t e m 
d e s i g n e d  to  ba l a n c e  p e r fo r-
m a n c e  w i t h  e n v i r o n m e n t a l 
responsibi l i ty  whi le reducing 
f u e l  c o n s u m pt i o n  a n d  e m i s -
sions.

hmt-news.com

Photo source: ZPMC

Schoeller Extends 

China MPP Orders

Schoeller Holdings has ordered two 32,000 
dwt multipurpose heavy-lift vessels at CSSC 
Huangpu Wenchong Shipbuilding, extending 
a shipbuilding relationship in China that 
dates back to 2008.

30, March 2026

Schoel ler  Holdings has 
placed another order in 

China for multipurpose heavy-
lift  tonnage, adding two more 
v e s s e l s  a t  C S S C  H u a n g p u 
Wenchong Shipbuilding.

M a r ke t  s o u rc e s  s a i d  t h e 
Cyprus-based owner booked 
a  p a i r  o f  3 2 , 0 0 0  d w t  M P P/
h e a v y l i f t  s h i p s ,  w i t h  b o t h 
v e s s e l s  d u e  f o r  d e l i v e r y  i n 
2029. The contract continues 
Schoeller’s steady run of new-
b u i l d i n g  a c t i v i t y  at  C h i n e s e 
yards.

The latest deal also deep-
e n s  t h e  ow n e r ’s  l o n g - sta n d-
i n g  l i n k  w i t h  t h e  G u a n g z h o u 

shipbui lder.  That relat ionship 
b e g a n  i n  2 0 08  a n d  h as  p ro -
d u c e d  a b o u t  3 0  d e l i v e r e d 
ships over the years, based on 
market sources.

Cooperat ion between the 
two sides has covered several 
v e s s e l  s e g m e n t s ,  i n c l u d i n g 
M P P  u n i ts ,  c o nt a i n e r  fe e d e r 
s h i p s  a n d  offs h o re  to n n ag e. 
The programme has also in-
cluded commissioning service 
operation vessels,  backed by 
Columbia Shipmanagement.

T h e  f r e s h  o r d e r  f o l l o w s 
Schoeller’s earlier return to the 
same yard in April 2024, when 
t h e  c o m p a n y  o r d e r e d  t w o 
MPP vessels of similar size.

hmt-news.com

Happy Sky Departs Taicang for Alaska Cargo Move

BigLift Shipping B.V.’s Happy Sky is departing Taicang for Ketchikan, Alaska, carrying a 756.5-tonnes 
pontoon and an 881.3-tonnes ramp barge as part of a heavy marine transport move.

31, March 2026

B i g L i f t  S h i p p i n g  B .V. ’s 
m / v  H a p p y  S k y  i s 

d e p a r t i n g  Ta i c a n g  w i t h 

S e a b r i d g e  c a rg o  b o u n d  fo r 
Ketchikan,  Alaska .  The ship -
ment includes a 756.5-tonne 
pontoon measuring 86 x 15 x 
4 m and an 881.3-tonne ramp 

barge measuring 73 x 17.7 x 5 
m.

Ac c o rd i n g  to  t h e  c o m p a -
ny,  b ot h  u n i ts  we re  c a ref u l l y 
loaded and securely fastened 

o n  b o a rd  b e fo re  d e p a r t u re . 
The shipment again points to 
the engineering, planning and 
o n b o a rd  exe c u t i o n  re q u i re d 
for this type of heavy marine 

transport.
H a p p y  S k y  i s  o n e  o f  t h e 

f lagships of the BigLift  Ship-
p i n g  B .V.  f l e et .  Th e  ve s s e l  i s 
f itted with two Huisman-built 
9 0 0 - t o n n e  h e a v y  l i f t  m a s t 
cranes. In response to market 
demand, the crane pedestals 
were raised by 4 m from the 
original design, giving the ves-
sel  a l i ft ing height described 
a s  u n m a t c h e d  i n  t h e  w o r l d 
fleet of heavy lift vessels.

T h e  v e s s e l  i s  1 5 5  m  l o n g 
and has 18,680 dwt. Its length 
a n d  t h e  fo r wa rd  p o s i t i o n  o f 
the superstructure provide a 
s i n g l e  l a rg e  c a rg o  h o l d  a n d 
a  w i d e  o p e n  d e c k  a re a .  Th e 
s h i p  a l s o  h a s  fo l d i n g  h a t c h 
covers, a large poop deck and 
c a rg o  ra i l s ,  a l l ow i n g  t h e  f u l l 
deck area to be used for car-
go stowage.

I t s  t w e e n  d e c k  i s  a d j u s t-
able in height,  and the vessel 
is permitted to sail  with open 
w e a t h e r  d e c k  h a t c h e s  a t  a 
draught of up to 7.5 m. Happy 
Sky also has Finnish/Swedish 
1A Ice Class notation.  During 
sea trials, the vessel achieved 
a service speed of 17 kn.

hmt-news.com

Photo source: BigLift Shipping

AAL Adds AAL Newcastle to Super B-Class Fleet

AAL Shipping has named AAL Newcastle as its latest Super B-Class vessel, with two more ships due in 
early 2028 to bring the class fleet to seven units.

Photo source: AAL Shipping

31, March 2026

AA L  S h i p p i n g  h a s 
named its latest Super 

B-Class vessel, AAL Newcas-
t l e ,  at  C S S C  H u a n g p u  We n -
chong Shipbuilding Co. Ltd.

The company also said two 
additional Super B-Class ves-
sels wil l  join the f leet in early 
2 0 2 8 .  W i t h  t h o s e  d e l i ve r i e s , 
t h e  S u p e r  B - C l a s s  f l e et  w i l l 
grow to seven vessels in total, 
adding to AAL Shipping’s proj-
ect heavy l ift  capacity world-
w i d e  a n d  fo r m i n g  p a r t  of  i ts 
long-term f leet development 

plan.
Built for heavy lift and com-

plex project cargo, the 32,000 
d w t  A A L  N e w c a s t l e  a n d  i t s 
sister vessels feature a series 
o f  t e c h n i c a l  e n h a n c e m e n t s 
aimed at improving lifting per-
formance and cargo flexibility 
across the fleet.

One of the main upgrades 
i s  t h e  h e av y- l i f t  s y s t e m .  I n -
d i v i d u a l  c ra n e  c a p a c i t y  h a s 
increased from 350 tonnes to 
400 tonnes,  whi le combined 
l i ft i n g  c a pac i t y  re ac h e s  80 0 
tonnes.

hmt-news.com

Jumbo Maritime’s Fairpartner Heads to Esbjerg 

With Windmill Pile Sections

Jumbo Maritime’s Fairpartner is sailing to Esbjerg 
after loading windmill pile sections in Penglai, with 
tweendecks enabling one extra full cargo set.

1, April 2026

Jumbo Maritime said Fairpart-
ner is sail ing to Esbjerg, Den-

mark after loading windmill pile sec-
t ions in Penglai ,  China for Siemens 
Gamesa.

T h e  c o m p a n y  h i g h l i g h t e d  t h e 
ro l e  o f  t w e e n d e c ks ,  d e s c r i b e d  a s 
flydecks, in the operation. By extend-
i n g  d e c k  s p a c e  w i t h  t we e n d e c ks , 
the vessel  gained addit ional  width, 
making it possible to load one extra 
full set of windmill pile sections.

T h e  s h i p m e n t  w a s  c a r r i e d  o u t 

through cooperat ion between Sie -
mens Gamesa, the JSI All iance site 
team and local stevedores. The op-
eration was planned, executed and 
d e l i ve re d  s afe l y,  a c c o rd i n g  to  t h e 
company.

Fairpartner is a heavy-load carrier 
in Jumbo’s J-Class fleet. The vessel 
is fitted with two 900 t cranes, giving 
it a combined lifting capacity of 1,800 
t. Sailing under the Dutch flag, it has 
a n  ove ra l l  l e n g t h  of  1 4 3 .1  m  a n d  a 
beam of 26.6 m.

hmt-news.com
Photo source: Jumbo Maritime

Dongbang Completes Canada LNG Module Shipments
Dongbang completes two LNG module shipments from Qingdao to Canada, supporting Woodfibre LNG 
project through heavy lift vessel operations.

2, April 2026

Do n g b a n g  Tr a n s p o r t 
L o g i s t i c s  c o n f i r m e d 

t h e  s u c c e s sf u l  exe c u t i o n  of 
two module shipments for the 
C a n ad a  L N G  p ro j e c t ,  t ra n s -
por t ing c argo from Qingdao, 
China to Woodfibre,  Canada 
last month.

T h e  c a m p a i g n  i n v o l v e d 
l o n g - d i st a n c e  m a r i n e  t ra n s-

por t  of  large-sc ale modules, 
requir ing coordinated vessel 
operations and schedule con-
trol to meet project timelines. 
Such movements remain crit-
ic al  for  the phased develop-
ment of LNG infrastructure.

Support during the project 
was provided by Seaway7 and 
Te r ra  N at i va ,  c o nt r i b u t i n g  to 
operational execution across 
the transport scope.

One shipment was carried 
by  D o n g b a n g  G i a nt  N o.  8 ,  a 
h e a v y  l i f t  v e s s e l  d e p l o y e d 
to  m ove  ove r s i ze d  m o d u l e s 
d e s t i n e d  f o r  i n s t a l l a t i o n  a t 
the Woodfibre LNG site.  The 
d e l i v e r y  m a r k s  c o n t i n u e d 
progress in the Canadian LNG 
development program.

hmt-news.com

Photo source: Dongbang Transport Logistics
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Prime Energy Confirms Larger Gas Find at Camago-3

Prime Energy confirmed a major gas result at Camago-3 offshore Palawan, adding to Malampaya volumes 
and supporting future domestic gas supply in the Philippines.

30, March 2026

P r i m e  E n e r g y  h a s 
c o n f i r m e d  a  n ew  g a s 

d i s c ove r y  at  C a m ag o - 3  off-
shore Palawan, adding further 
v o l u m e s  t o  t h e  M a l a m p aya 
a re a  a n d  s u p p o r t i n g  f u t u re 
d o m e s t i c  g a s  s u p p l y  i n  t h e 
Philippines.

The Camago-3 well flowed 
gas at rates of up to 60 million 
cubic feet per day during test-
ing,  conf irming a substant ia l 
addit ion to remaining gas re-
sources linked to Malampaya. 
The f ie ld’s  faci l i t ies c an pro-
d u c e  at  l e a st  5 0 0  M M c fd  of 
gas, although reported output 
has been decl ining for seven 
years and had fallen to about 
2 6 0  M M cfd  of  g as  a n d  c o n -
densate by 2024.

According to Pr ime Ener-
gy, Camago-3 is signif icantly 
l a rg e r  t h a n  t h e  M a l a m p aya 
East-1  d i s c ove r y  a n n o u n c e d 
in January. The company said 
recoverable gas volumes are 
estimated at about two-and-
a - h a l f  t i m e s  t h o s e  o f  M A E -

1 .  S i n c e  M A E -1  c o n f i r m e d 
9 8  B c f  o f  g a s  t h a t  c a n  b e 
d e v e l o p e d  t h ro u g h  ex i s t i n g 
M a l a m p a y a  i n f r a s t r u c t u r e , 
Camago-3 points to a larger 
v o l u m e  t h a t  c o u l d  a l s o  b e 
t i e d  b ac k  t h ro u g h  t h e  s a m e 
s y s t e m .  P r i m e  E n e rg y  s a i d 
t h e  C a m a g o - 3  re s u l t  a l o n e 
e f fe c t i v e l y  d o u b l e s  t h e  g a s 
volume that can be produced 
from Malampaya’s remaining 

reserves.
The operator  s aid indige -

nous gas c an be suppl ied at 
4 . 8 0  p e s o s  p e r  k W h ,  c o m -
pared with about 10.30 pesos 
p e r  k W h  fo r  i m p o r t e d  L N G . 
I t  s a i d  ex p a n d i n g  d o m e s t i c 
gas supply would help reduce 
exposure to swings in interna-
tional fuel costs.

P r i m e  E n e rg y  d e s c r i b e d 
t h e  r e s u l t  a s  e v i d e n c e  o f 

c l o s e  c o o p e ra t i o n  w i t h  t h e 
P h i l i p p i n e  g o v e r n m e n t  a n d 
the strength of the local work-
force. The company also said 
l a r g e - s c a l e  o f f s h o r e  c o n -
st r u c t i o n  c a p a b i l i t y  i s  b e i n g 
restored in the country for the 
first time since 2000, while the 
Malampaya 4 project remains 
o n  t ra c k  fo r  f i r s t  g a s  i n  t h e 
fourth quarter of 2026.

T h e  n ex t  s t e p  i s  t h e  B a -

g o n g  P a g - a s a  w i l d c a t ,  t h e 
f i n a l  w e l l  i n  P r i m e  E n e rg y ’s 
$600 million three-well drill ing 
c a m p a i g n .  T h e  p ro g ra m m e 
is aimed at f inding addit ional 
gas resources that can be tied 
back to the Malampaya facil-
i t ies under the Malampaya 4 
project.

Fo r  t h e  c a m p a i g n ,  P r i m e 
E n e rg y  c o n t ra c t e d  d r i l l s h i p 
N o b l e  V i k i n g  f r o m  N o b l e 
C o r p o rat i o n  at  a  d ay  rate  of 
$ 4 9 9,0 0 0.  Ac c o rd i n g  to  t h e 
c o n t ra c t o r ’s  f l e e t  s t at u s  re -
port, the rig’s next assignment 
will be a one-well job for Shell 
offs h o re  B r u n e i  Da r u s s a l a m 
at a dayrate of $470,000, be-
fore mobilising to Papua New 
G u i n e a .  To t a l E n e r g i e s  h a s 
also secured the unit  for one 
f i r m  we l l  t h e re,  e st i m ate d  at 
47  d ays ,  w i t h  t h re e  o pt i o n a l 
wells.

P r i m e  E n e r g y  o p e r a t e s 
S C  3 8  o n  b e h a l f  of  pa r t n e rs 
P N O C  E x p l o r a t i o n  C o r p o -
rat i o n  a n d  P r i m e  O i l  &  G a s , 
along with UC38.
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PV Drilling Sets PV DRILLING IX for April 2026 Start

PV Drilling has completed the reactivation of PV DRILLING IX, with the jack-up rig set to begin commercial 
work in April 2026 as demand strengthens in Vietnam and Southeast Asia.

30, March 2026

PV Drilling has complet-
e d  t h e  re ac t i vat i o n  of 

PV DRILLING IX, a move that 
w i l l  ex p a n d  i t s  r i g  f l e e t  a n d 
add c apacity to a t ightening 

drill ing market in Vietnam and 
Southeast Asia .  The jack-up 
rig is scheduled to enter com-
mercial service in April 2026.

T h e  u n i t  i s  a  n e w - g e n -
e r a t i o n  j a c k- u p  b u i l t  t o  t h e 
JU2000E design. It  can work 

i n  wate r  d e pt h s  of  u p  to  1 2 9 
m  a n d  d r i l l  we l l s  to  9,1 4 4  m . 
T h e  r i g  a l s o  i n c l u d e s  a u t o -
mated pipe-handling systems, 
e q u i p m e n t  t h a t  s u p p o r t s 
simultaneous dri l l ing activity, 
a n d  s p e c i f i c at i o n s  s u i te d  to 

H i g h  Te m p e rat u re  a n d  H i g h 
Pressure wells. It  can accom-
modate as many as 170 per-
sonnel.

T h e  r e a c t i v a t e d  u n i t  i n -
c re as e s  PV  D r i l l i n g ’s  f l e et  to 
s e v e n  r i g s ,  m a d e  u p  o f  s i x 
jack-ups and one deep-water 
TAD rig. The company said it 
is  current ly  suppor t ing more 
than 10 rigs across Southeast 
A s i a .  I n  V i e t n a m ,  i t  o p e r -
ates one owned r ig and also 
c h a r t e r s  fo u r  j a c k- u p s  f ro m 
overseas, underlining the gap 
between available supply and 
market demand.

PV DRILLING IX was bui lt 
in 2016 and previously worked 
i n  t h e  N o r t h  S e a .  T h e  re a c -
t i v a t i o n  p r o g r a m  b e g a n  i n 
Denmark in September 2025, 
w h e r e  k e y  s y s t e m s  w e r e 
i n s p e c te d  a n d  te ste d  u n d e r 
ABS requirements,  including 
s a fe t y  s y s t e m s ,  l i f t i n g  g e a r, 
engines and generators.

Th e  r i g  d e p a r te d  Es b j e rg 
o n  3 0  O c to b e r  2 0 2 5 ,  c a l l e d 
at  Rotte rd a m ,  a n d  wa s  t h e n 
transpor ted to Vietnam on a 

heavy-l ift  vessel.  After a voy-
age of more than 12,800 nau-
t ic al  mi les,  i t  arr ived in  Vung 
Tau on 25 December 2025.

Fo l l o w i n g  i t s  a r r i v a l ,  t h e 
second phase of the work in-
cluded UWILD scope, equip-
ment overhaul,  and upgrades 
to onboard systems and living 
a r e a s .  T h e s e  w o r k s  w e r e 
completed to prepare the r ig 
for service from April 2026.

C o m p a n y  m a n a g e m e n t 
s a i d  t h e  p r o j e c t  s u p p o r t s 
greater control over technical 
c a p a b i l i t y,  e q u i p m e nt  re ad i -
ness,  manpower and ser vice 
q u a l i t y.  P e t r o v i e t n a m  a l s o 
d e s c r i b e d  t h e  l a u n c h  o f  P V 
D R I L L I N G  I X  a s  a  s t ra t e g i c 
s t e p  a s  t h e  re g i o n a l  d r i l l i n g 
m a r ke t  s h o w s  s t ro n g e r  d e -
m a n d ,  f i r m e r  u t i l i z at i o n  a n d 
improved day rates.

B e y o n d  f l e e t  ex p a n s i o n , 
the project is expected to sup-
p o r t  j o b s ,  ra i s e  s k i l l s  a m o n g 
V i e t n a m e s e  e n g i n e e r s  a n d 
wo r ke rs ,  a n d  st re n g t h e n  t h e 
domestic oi l  and gas service 
chain.
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SAL Delivers Three STS Cranes to Hamburg
SAL transported three STS cranes from Cobh to Hamburg aboard Zhong Ren 122, with the discharge op-

eration shaped by tight timing, tidal limits, and coordinated port handling.

3, April 2026

SA L  c o m p l e t e d  t h e 
transport of three ship-

to - s h o re  c ra n e s  f ro m  C o b h , 
Ireland,  to Hamburg,  Germa-
ny, using the heavy l ift  vessel 
Zhong Ren 122.

T h e  m ove  re q u i re d  c l o s e 
c o o r d i n a t i o n  f r o m  l o a d i n g 
through discharge. Engineers 
f r o m  L i e b h e r r  C o n t a i n e r 

Cranes supported the opera-
tion on site and followed each 
s t a g e  o f  t h e  p ro j e c t  t o  h e l p 
maintain safe execution.

The voyage c al led for de-
tai led planning,  but the most 
demanding phase came after 
a r r i va l  i n  H a m b u rg .  Th e  d i s -
charge operat ion at  the Por t 
o f  H a m b u rg  re q u i re d  s t e r n -
to-quay berthing, while vessel 
traffic on the Elbe was tempo-
rari ly halted. Tidal condit ions 
a l s o  a f f e c t e d  t h e  w o r k i n g 
schedule and added pressure 
to an already narrow operat-
ing window.Every step had to 
be prepared in sequence. The 
work included vessel position-
ing, ramp installation for bring-
i n g  t h e  c ra n e s  a s h o re ,  a n d 
resetting the arrangement for 
the next move. Because time 
on site was l imited, the oper-
ation depended on al l  teams 
completing their  tasks at the 
required moment.

Por t  authorit ies managed 
river traffic and terminal teams 

prepared the ber th.  Special -
i st  te a m s  c a r r i e d  o u t  S P M T 
work, removed sea fastenings, 
a n d  re a d i e d  t h e  d e c k  a re a . 
T h e  J S I  A l l i a n c e  t e a m  a n d 
t h e  c re w  o f  Z h o n g  R e n  1 2 2 
handled vessel shifting, moor-
ing, and ballast operations to 
support the overall  discharge 
process.

Z h o n g  R e n  1 2 2  i s  1 6 9  m 
long and 39.8 m wide,  with a 
deadweight of  26,000 t .  The 
vessel has a cargo deck area 
o f  5 , 3 0 0  m 2 ,  d e c k  s t re n g t h 
of 25 t/m2, an average sailing 
s p e e d  o f  1 2  k n o t s ,  a c c o m -
modation for up to 59 people, 
s e m i - s u b m e rs i b l e  c a pa b i l i t y 
fo r  f l o a t i n g  c a rg o,  a n d  D P 2 
technology.

The project highlighted the 
level of planning, coordination, 
a n d  s p e c i a l i s t  h a n d l i n g  re -
quired for a complex heavy lift 
operation in Hamburg.
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CWHI Delivers Final 

Inch Cape Transition 

Pieces

2, April 2026

CW H I  ( C N O O D - We n -
c h o n g  H e a v y  I n d u s -

tries) has completed delivery 
of all  30 Transition Pieces for 
the Inch Cape Offshore Wind 
Fa r m  af te r  t h e  f i n a l  1 5  u n i t s 
arrived at Forth Ports Limited 
in Leith.

T h e  d e l i v e r y  m a r k s  t h e 
c o n c l u s i o n  o f  C W H I ’s  l a r g -
e st  Tra n s i t i o n  P i e c e  p ro j e c t 
t o  d at e .  T h e  c o m p a n y  s ay s 
t h e  wo r k  wa s  c o m p l ete d  o n 
s c h e d u l e ,  w i t h  a n  exc e l l e n t 

safety record and to the high-
est quality standards.

CWHI thanked the project 
te a m  at  I n c h  C a p e  O ffs h o re 
L i m i t e d  a s  w e l l  a s  t e a m s 
across its yards for their  col-
laboration and commitment in 
reaching the milestone.

The completion closes the 
full delivery scope for the Inch 
C a p e  O f f s h o r e  W i n d  Fa r m 
and marks another completed 
offshore wind package for the 
UK market.
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BBC Chartering Moves Two Port 

Cranes on Open Hatch Vessel

BBC Chartering loaded two fully assembled port cranes aboard 
BBC AQUAMARINE in a heavy cargo operation completed in 
mid-March, using open hatch transport for onward shipment.

2, April 2026

BB C  C h a r t e r i n g  h a s 
c o m p l e t e d  a  h e a v y 

c a r g o  l o a d i n g  o p e r a t i o n 
a b oa rd  B B C  AQ UA M A R I N E , 
with two fully assembled port 
c ra n e s  l oad e d  i n  m i d - M a rc h 
for onward transport.

T h e  s h i p m e n t  w a s  h a n -
dled on an open-hatch basis, 

w i t h  t h e  t w o  c ra n e s  p l a c e d 
o n  b o a rd  a s  c o m p l ete  u n i t s 
ra t h e r  t h a n  b e i n g  m o v e d  i n 
s e c t i o n s .  B B C  C h a r t e r i n g 
described the move as a mile-
stone operat ion,  highl ight ing 
precision cargo handling and 
coordinated project logistics.

The vessel  involved,  BBC 
AQUAMARINE, is a heavy l ift 
ve s s e l  s a i l i n g  u n d e r  t h e  f l ag 

of Antigua and Barbuda. The 
ship has an overal l  length of 
153.5 m and a beam of 23.5 m.

A c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e  s h i p 
tracking service, BBC AQUA-
MARINE departed Terneuzen 
o n  2 6  M a rc h  2 02 6  w i t h  E TA 
Cristobal on 8 February 2026.
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Jadestone Energy Reports Damage at Stag After Narelle

Jadestone Energy has reported damage at the Stag oil field offshore Western Australia after Cyclone 
Narelle forced a shutdown, with repairs and restart planning now under way. SEO Title

30, March 2026

Ja d e s t o n e  E n e rg y  h a s 
reported damage at its 

Stag oil field offshore Western 
Australia after Cyclone Narelle 
developed into a Categor y 5 
storm.

T h e  c o m p a n y  s h u t  d ow n 
the Stag facilities on 23 March 
due to the storm’s projected 
p a t h  a n d  d e m o b i l i s e d  t h e 
p l atfo r m .  J ad e sto n e  E n e rg y 
said Narelle brought sustained 
w i n d  s p e e d s  o f  m o r e  t h a n 
200 kilometres per hour.

W h e n  p e rs o n n e l  ret u r n e d 
to the faci l i t ies on 28 March, 
s t o r m - re l a t e d  d a m a g e  wa s 
found on the platform and at 
the offloading facil it ies. Jade-
stone Energy is now assess-
ing the damage and preparing 
re p a i r  p l a n s  t o  re s u m e  p ro -
duction.

T h e  c o m p a n y  s a i d  i t  h a s 
i n s u r a n c e  c o v e r  f o r  b o t h 
p h y s i c a l  d a m a g e  a n d  l o s s 

of  p ro d u c t i o n  i n c o m e  a n d  i s 
working with insurers through 
the standard claims process. 
Based on currently avai lable 
i n fo r m a t i o n ,  J a d e s t o n e  E n -

e rg y  s a i d  i t  d o e s  n ot  ex p e c t 
the incident to have a material 
financial impact on the group’s 
c u r re n t-ye a r  o r  l o n g e r- te r m 
cash flow projections.

B efo re  t h e  s h u td ow n ,  t h e 
f i e l d  w a s  p r o d u c i n g  a b o u t 
2 ,000 bbls/d.  Jadestone En-
ergy also said the export lines 
were cleared of hydrocarbons 

b e fo re  t h e  s h u t - i n  a n d  t h a t 
there was no release of hydro-
carbons to the environment.

J a d e s t o n e  E n e r g y  a c -
quired a 100% operated inter-
est in Stag in November 2016. 
The field is located in the WA-
15-L production l icence area 
in the Carnarvon Basin, about 
6 0,0 0 0  m  of f s h o re  We ste r n 
Austral ia ,  in a water depth of 
about 47 m.

Stag  was  d eve l o p e d  w i t h 
a  f i xe d - l e g ,  1 2 - s l o t  m a n n e d 
c e n t r a l  p r o c e s s i n g  f a c i l i t y 
platform. The instal lation has 
a l iquids production capacity 
o f  5 0,0 0 0  b b l s /d ,  i n c l u d i n g 
30,000 bbls/d of oil .  It  is con-
n e c te d  by  a n  8 - i n c h  s u b s e a 
ex p o r t  p i p e l i n e  to  a  p i p e l i n e 
e n d  m a n i fo l d ,  w h e re  s h u tt l e 
tankers load crude through a 
catenary anchor leg mooring 
buoy.
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FPSO Agogo Launches Offshore CO2 Capture

Yinson Production has started the CCS unit on FPSO Agogo, marking a milestone for offshore post-
combustion CO2 capture at the Agogo Integrated West Hub offshore Angola.

31, March 2026

The carbon capture and 
sto rag e  u n i t  o n  b oa rd 

F P S O  A g o g o  h a s  e n t e r e d 
service, marking what Yinson 
Product ion descr ibes as the 
f irst offshore application of a 
p o s t- c o m b u s t i o n  C O 2  c a p -
t u re  p l a n t  o n  a  f l o at i n g  p ro -
d u c t i o n  fac i l i t y.  Th e  sta r t- u p 

places the vessel at the centre 
of the Agogo Integrated West 
H u b  d e v e l o p m e n t  o f f s h o r e 
Angola.

The CCS system was de -
livered through work involving 
Yinson Production, Azule En-
ergy, and Carbon Circle. Azule 
E n e rg y  s a i d  t h e  i n s t a l l at i o n 
o p e r a t e s  w i t h  C E S A R 1 ,  a n 
o p e n - s o u rc e  s o l v e n t  b a s e d 

o n  a n  a d va n c e d  a m i n e  fo r -
m u l at i o n  d eve l o p e d  t h ro u g h 
academic study, pi lot testing, 
and international research co-
operation.

A c c o r d i n g  t o  A z u l e  E n -
e r g y ,  C E S A R 1  c o m b i n e s 
l o w  r e g e n e r a t i o n  e n e r g y 
d e m a n d  w i t h  f a s t  r e a c t i o n 
p e r fo r m a n c e,  s u p p o r t i n g  i ts 
potential for broader offshore 

u s e .  T h e  c o m p a n y  s a i d  t h e 
pa r t n e rs  c o m p l ete d  i nte g ra -
tion and commissioning while 
m a n ag i n g  o p e rat i o n a l  l i m i ts 
l i n ke d  t o  c o m p a c t  l a y o u t s , 
re s t r i c t e d  a c c e s s ,  p ra c t i c a l 
operat ing demands,  and the 
requirement for modular com-
missioning with detailed data 
logging.

Azule Energy said the proj-

ect showed how cooperation 
a n d  t e c h n i c a l  p ro g re s s  c a n 
h e l p  m o v e  o f f s h o r e  d e c a r -
b o n i s a t i o n  e f f o r t s  f o r w a r d . 
T h e  c o m p a n y  l i n k e d  t h e 
achievement to the industry’s 
p u s h  to  d e l i ve r  p rac t i c a l  c l i -
mate solutions at sea.

Th e  ve s s e l  was  c o nt rac t-
e d  i n  Fe b r u a r y  2 0 2 3 ,  w h e n 
Azule Energy awarded Yinson 
Production a $5.7 bil l ion con-
t ra c t  fo r  F P S O  A g o g o .  T h e 
unit  sai led from Cosco Ship-
ping Heavy Industry ’s yard in 
S h a n g h a i  i n  Fe b r u a r y  2 0 2 5 
a n d  a r r i v e d  a t  B l o c k  1 5 /0 6 
offshore Angola in May 2025, 
opening the way for develop-
ment of the Agogo and Ndun-
gu fields.

With a production capacity 
of  1 2 0,0 0 0  b a r re l s  of  o i l  p e r 
day, FPSO Agogo is decribed 
as Angola’s f irst carbon-neu-
tral  FPSO. The vessel serves 
a s  t h e  m a i n  a s s e t  i n  t h e 
Ag o g o  I nte g rate d  We st  H u b 
project, operated by Azule En-
ergy with 36.84%, alongside 
S o n a n g o l  P& P  w i t h  3 6 . 8 4% 
and Sinopec International with 
26.32%.
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PETROBRAS Finds Pre-Salt Oil at 

Marlim Sul
Petrobras confirmed an oil discovery in the pre-salt section of the Campos Basin at 
Marlim Sul offshore Brazil. Laboratory analysis will support further appraisal of the area.

27, March 2026

PETROBRAS has made 
an oi l  discovery in the 

pre-s alt  sect ion of  the Cam-
pos Basin offshore Brazil after 
dr i l l ing an explorat ion wel l  in 
the Marlim Sul field.

The discovery came at well 
3-BRSA-1397-RJS,  about 113 
km offshore from Campos dos 
Goytacazes in Rio de Janeiro. 
The well is located at a depth 
of 1,178 m.

According to the company, 
w i r e l i n e  l o g s ,  h y d r o c a r b o n 
shows and fluid sampling con-
firmed an oil-bearing interval. 
T h e  c o l l e c t e d  s a m p l e s  w i l l 
u n d e rg o  l a b o rato r y  a n a l ys i s 
to further define reservoir and 
f l u i d  c h a ra c t e r i s t i c s  a s  a p -
praisal  work continues in the 
area.
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28, March 2026

Bo s k a l i s  h a s  s a i d  i t s 
construction support 

v e s s e l  B O K A  At l a n t i c  h a s 
c o m p l e t e d  a n o t h e r  s c o p e 
of work in the Taiwan Strait 
a f t e r  t a k i n g  o n  a d d i t i o n a l 
t a s k s  a t  Ø r s t e d ’s  G re a t e r 
Changhua 2b and 4 offshore 
wind projects.

T h e  v e s s e l  w o r ke d  f o r 
D E M E  G ro u p  o n  t w o  n e w 
a s s i g n m e n t s .  I t  s u p p o r te d 
trenching activities for previ-
ously laid inter-array cables 
u s i n g  a  m as s  f l ow  exc ava -
t i o n  t o o l  a n d  a l s o  c a r r i e d 
out survey operations with a 
remotely operated vehicle.

BOKA Atlantic has been 
operating in Asia for several 
y e a r s  a n d  h a s  s u p p o r t e d 
m u l t i p l e  offs h o re  w i n d  d e -
velopments. Its earl ier work 
i n c l u d e d  g r o u t i n g  j a c k e t 
fo u n d at i o n s  to  f i x  t h e m  to 
the seabed,  repair  work on 
f o u n d a t i o n s ,  a n d  s e a b e d 
preparation for the instal la-
tion of jacket foundations at 
Greater Changhua 2b and 4.

A c c o rd i n g  t o  B o s k a l i s , 
t h e  v e s s e l  h a s  n o w  c o m -
pleted its latest scope in the 
Taiwan Strait, where it again 
s h owe d  i ts  ro l e  as  a  m u l t i -
functional offshore vessel.
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Aker BP Secures North Sea Drilling Consent

Aker BP has received approval for an exploration well and a pilot hole in the North 
Sea, with Saipem’s Scarabeo 8 set to carry out both drilling operations.

28, March 2026

A k e r  B P  h a s  s e c u r e d 
r e g u l a t o r y  a p p r o v a l 

fo r  t w o  d r i l l i n g  a c t i v i t i e s  i n 

the North Sea on the Norwe-
g i a n  C o n t i n e n t a l  S h e l f,  w i t h 
S a i p e m ’ s  S c a r a b e o  8  a s -
signed to both operations.

T h e  m a i n  c o n s e n t  c o v -
e r s  e x p l o r a t i o n  w e l l  3 6 /4 -
2 ,  k n o w n  a s  t h e  A l p e h u m l e 
prospect, in block 36/4 under 
production l icence 1153.  The 
l i c e n c e  w a s  a w a r d e d  o n  1 1 
March 2022 and remains valid 
unti l  11  March 2030. The well 
is due to be dri l led in a water 

depth of 255 m.
A ke r  B P  o p e ra t e s  t h e  l i -

cence with a 40% interest. Its 
p a r t n e r s  a re  I n p ex  I d e m i t s u 
Norge with 30%, OKEA with 
2 0 % ,  a n d  H a r b o u r  E n e r g y 
Norge with 10%.

N o r w a y ’s  r e g u l a t o r  a l s o 
approved dri l l ing of pi lot hole 
3 5 / 1 0 - U -1  i n  p r o d u c t i o n  l i -
cence 1182S. That licence was 
awarded on 17 February 2023 
and is  val id unti l  17 Februar y 

2028.
Both wells will be drilled by 

S c a ra b e o  8 ,  a  s i xt h - g e n e ra-
t i o n  d u a l - d e r r i c k  d e e pwate r 
s e m i - s u b m e r s i b l e  b u i l t  i n 
2 0 1 2 .  T h e  r i g  c a n  a c c o m -
m o d ate  14 0  p e o p l e  a n d  h as 
a  m a x i m u m  d r i l l i n g  d e pt h  of 
35,000 ft ,  or about 10,668 m. 
The unit is under contract with 
Aker BP into 2028.

hmt-news.com

Chevron Signs Offshore Study MoU with Libya’s NOC

Chevron has signed an MoU with Libya’s National Oil Corporation for a comprehensive technical oil study 
at offshore Block NC146 in Libyan waters.

28, March 2026

Ch e v r o n  h a s  s i g n e d 
a  m e m o r a n d u m  o f 

u n d e r s t a n d i n g  w i t h  L i b y a’s 
N at i o n a l  O i l  C o r p o rat i o n  fo r 
an offshore oil  study at Block 
NC146 in Libyan waters.

N O C  C h a i r m a n  M a s o u d 

Suleman said the agreement 
c o v e r s  a  c o m p r e h e n s i v e 
technical study of the offshore 
block. He described the step 
as a new beginning in assess-
i n g  of f s h o re  p ote n t i a l  i n  t h e 
area.

Block NC146 is described 
a s  a n  u n ex p l o re d  a re a  w i t h 

encouraging geologic al  indi-
cators that could lead to sig-
nif ic ant discoveries and help 
strengthen national reserves.

Suleman said cooperation 
w i t h  a  g l o ba l  c o m pa ny  s u c h 
a s  C h e v ro n  w o u l d  b ro a d e n 
NOC’s horizons in transferring 
a d v a n c e d  t e c h n o l o g y  a n d 

applying best practices in off-
shore explorat ion.  He added 
that this would support efforts 
to develop Libya’s energy sec-
tor in a sustainable and secure 
manner.

Suleman also said the deal 
reflects confidence in Libya’s 
investment environment and 

s h o w s  t h e  r e t u r n  o f  m a j o r 
c o m p a n i e s  t o  w o r k  a n d  ex-
plore promising opportunities 
in the country.

The agreement came days 
a f t e r  E n i  d i s c l o s e d  t w o  g a s 
discoveries offshore Libya.

hmt-news.com
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Belov Engenharia 

Lands Petrobras 

SDSV Award

Belov Engenharia has secured $514.5 
million in four-year contracts with 
Petrobras to supply four SDSVs for 
offshore inspection and maintenance 
work in Brazil.

1, April 2026

Be l o v  E n g e n h a r i a  h a s 
w o n  n e w  b u s i n e s s 

from Petrobras to provide four 
s h a l l ow  d i v i n g  s u p p o r t  ve s -
sels for offshore work in Brazil, 
fo l l ow i n g  a  te n d e r  l a u n c h e d 
last year to partly restore the 
state company’s SDSV fleet.

The four-year agreements 
are valued at about 2.7 bil l ion 
r e a i s ,  e q u i v a l e n t  t o  $ 5 1 4 . 5 
mil l ion. The vessels named in 
the contracts are Belov Am -
aralina, Belov Humaita, Belov 
C i d a d e  O u ro  P reto,  a n d  t h e 
newbuild Belov Arembepe.

T h e  c o m p a n y  s a i d  B e l ov 

Arembepe is being built  at its 
yard in Bahia state and is due 
for delivery in the second half 
of 2027.

T h e  v e s s e l s  w i l l  b e  d e -
p l o y e d  o n  i n s p e c t i o n  a n d 
maintenance duties for Petro-
bras offshore platforms. Belov 
E n g e n h a r i a  s a i d  t h e  u n i t s 
are equipped with advanced 
technology for that work.

Belov Engenharia director 
Weber Carneiro said the con-
t ra c t  s i g n i n g  m a r ke d  a n  i m -
portant step for the operation-
a l  sta b i l i t y  of  t h e  c o m pa ny ’s 
fleet.

hmt-news.com

Belov Cidade Ouro Preto shallow diving support vessel. (Photo source: BELOV 
ENGENHARIA)

Brava Energia Begins Papa-Terra 

and Atlanta Drilling Campaign

Brava Energia has launched a four-well drilling campaign at 
Papa-Terra and Atlanta using Constellation’s Lone Star, with 
first oil targeted in Q4 2026 and Q2 2027.

1, April 2026

B r a v a  E n e r g i a  h a s 
s t a r t e d  a  f o u r - w e l l 

dri l l ing program covering the 
Papa-Terra and Atlanta fields, 
with Constellation’s Lone Star 
semisubmersible assigned to 
the work.

Th e  r i g  e nte re d  t h e  c a m -
paign after finishing an earlier 
c o n t r a c t  i n  B r a z i l  i n  J a n u -
a r y  2 0 2 6  a n d  c o m p l e t i n g  a 
planned maintenance interval 

of slightly more than 40 days.
A t  P a p a - Te r r a ,  i n  t h e 

Campos Basin,  two wells are 
s c h e d u l e d  t o  b e  d r i l l e d  b e -
tween March and September 
2026. The company expects 
first oil  from that phase in Q4 
2026.

Af te r  c o m p l et i n g  wo r k  at 
Papa-Terra ,  Lone Star is  due 
to relocate to the Atlanta field 
in the Santos Basin in October. 
Two more wel ls  are planned 
there,  and f irst  oi l  is  targeted 

for Q2 2027.
Th e  f u l l  c a m pa i g n  ac ro s s 

t h e  t w o  o f f s h o r e  f i e l d s  i s 
s c h e d u l e d  t o  r u n  i n t o  Q 1 
2 027,  l i n k i n g  t h e  Pa pa -Te r ra 
p h a s e  w i t h  t h e  l ate r  At l a nt a 
programme under a single rig 
plan.

hmt-news.com

Photo credit: Daniel Canty / Oil&Gas

Golden Pass Train 1 Reaches First LNG

Golden Pass LNG has achieved first LNG on Train 1 in Sabine Pass, Texas, as McDermott and Chiyoda 
International Corporation continue work on trains 2 and 3 ahead of planned exports in the second quarter 
of 2026.

1, April 2026

McDermott and Chiyo-
da International  Cor-

p o ra t i o n  h av e  s u b s t a n t i a l l y 
completed construct ion and 
c o m m i s s i o n i n g  o n  Tra i n  1  at 
the Golden Pass LNG export 
terminal in Sabine Pass,  Tex-
a s ,  a l l ow i n g  st a r t- u p  o p e ra -
tions to begin and first LNG to 
be achieved.

T h e  m i l e s t o n e  a d va n c e s 
one of the largest LNG devel-
o p m e n t s  i n  N o r t h  A m e r i c a . 

McDermott ,  the lead par tner 
in the joint  venture responsi-
ble for all three trains, said the 
result  ref lects years of  engi -
n e e r i n g ,  p ro c u re m e n t ,  c o n -
struction, and commissioning 
work .  The company said the 
achievement also showed its 
abi l i ty,  together with its part-
ners, to deliver complex LNG 
infrastructure safely.

Work is continuing on trains 
2 and 3.  Golden Pass LNG is 
jointly owned by QatarEnergy 
w i t h  7 0 %  a n d  E x x o n M o b i l 

with 30%. Alex Sav va ,  Presi-
dent and CEO of Golden Pass, 
s a i d  L N G  p r o d u c t i o n  h a d 
started at the Sabine Pass ter-
minal  after the f irst  train was 
c o n st r u c te d ,  c o m m i s s i o n e d , 
and started up.

E x p o r t s  t o  i n t e r n a t i o n a l 
c u s t o m e r s  a re  ex p e c t e d  t o 
b e g i n  i n  t h e  s e c o n d  q u a r te r 
of  2 0 2 6.  Th e  p ro j e c t ’s  e nt r y 
into operation comes as con-
flict in the Middle East affects 
regional safety, global energy 
markets, and the wider econ-

omy. Saad Sherida Al-Kaabi , 
M i n i ste r  of  St ate  fo r  E n e rg y 
Affairs of Qatar and President 
and CEO of QatarEnergy, said 
the start of operations would 
come at an important time for 
global energy security.

Golden Pass LNG includes 
three l iquefaction trains with 
tot a l  c a p a c i t y  of  1 8 .1  m i l l i o n 
t o n n e s  p e r  y e a r,  f i v e  L N G 
s t o r a g e  t a n k s  o f  1 5 5 , 0 0 0 
c b m  e a c h ,  a n d  t w o  m a r i n e 
berths for large LNG carriers. 
Q at a r E n e rg y  d e s c r i b e d  t h e 

development as its largest in-
vestment in the United States 
a n d  l i n ke d  i t  to  i ts  2 01 8  p l a n 
to invest $20 billion in the U.S. 
energy sector.

ExxonMobil  and QatarEn-
e rg y  to o k  a  f i n a l  i nve st m e nt 
decision on the project, worth 
more than $10 bi l l ion,  in Feb-
ruary 2019.

hmt-news.com

BW Energy Signs Rig Sale-Leaseback Deal

BW Energy has agreed a sale-and-leaseback deal for the Jasmine Alpha jack-up rig, securing $80 million 
in cash while retaining access to the unit under a new lease arrangement.

31, March 2026

BW Energy has agreed 
a sale-and-leaseback 

deal with Minsheng Financial 
Leasing for the jack-up drilling 
r i g  J a s m i n e  A l p h a ,  s e c u r i n g 
fresh funds while keeping ac-
cess to the unit.

T h e  t ra n s a c t i o n  w i l l  p ro -
vide BW Energy with $80 mil-

l i o n  i n  c as h  a n d  s u p p o r t  t h e 
company’s financial f lexibil ity, 
according to the statement. At 
t h e  s a m e  t i m e,  t h e  a r ra n g e -
ment al lows the company to 
c o nt i n u e  u s i n g  t h e  r i g  u n d e r 
a 12-month lease, with an op-
t ion to extend for  another 12 
months.

BW Energy said it expects 
to record an equity gain above 

t h e  r i g ’s  c a r r y i n g  va l u e.  Th e 
c o m pa ny  l i n ke d  t h at  g a i n  to 
t h e  i n c r e a s e  i n  t h e  a s s e t ’s 
va l u e  s i n c e  i t  wa s  a c q u i re d 
in 2020 at a favourable price 
during the Covid-19 period.

o p e r a t i o n a l  a c c e s s  a n d 
st rate g i c  f l ex i b i l i t y.  H e  a d d -
ed that  the r ig could also be 
repurposed in the future as a 
production platform for use in 

the company ’s development 
portfolio.

Yo u n g  s a i d  t h e  d e a l  w i l l 
strengthen BW Energy ’s bal-
ance sheet and underlines the 
company ’s abi l i ty  to arrange 
f l ex i b l e  a n d  c o m p e t i t i v e  i n -
f r a s t r u c t u r e  f i n a n c i n g  a s  i t 
p u rs u e s  a  p l a n  to  t r i p l e  p ro -
duction in 2028.

T h e  a g r e e m e n t  a l s o  e x-

te n d s  B W  E n e rg y ’s  ex i st i n g 
re l a t i o n s h i p  w i t h  M i n s h e n g 
Financial Leasing, which is al-
ready involved in the financing 
of  t h e  M a ro m b a  B  we l l h e ad 
platform.

hmt-news.com

China Starts Construction of Floating Deep-Sea 

Research Platform

Shanghai has started building a floating deep-sea research platform designed to support marine science, 
ocean resource studies and offshore equipment testing, with completion targeted for 2030

31, March 2026

Construction has start-
e d  i n  S h a n g h a i  o n  a 

large-sc ale f loating research 

faci l i ty that wil l  support work 
i n  m a r i n e  e q u i p m e nt ,  o c e a n 
r e s o u r c e s  a n d  m a r i n e  s c i -
ence.

The project ,  described as 

one of China’s major scientific 
re s e a rc h  i n f ra st r u c t u re  p ro -
grammes, began construction 
on 28 March 2026. It  is being 
b u i l t  by  S h a n g h a i  J i ao  To n g 

U n i ve r s i t y  a n d  i s  s c h e d u l e d 
for completion by 2030.

Th e  fac i l i t y  w i l l  c o n s i st  of 
three main systems: the main 
platform, shipborne laborato-
ries and shore-based support. 
T h e  l a b o ra t o r i e s  w i l l  c o v e r 
marine disasters, meteorolog-
ical observation and research, 
a n d  t h e  m a r i n e  u n d e r wat e r 
physical environment, among 
other fields.

D e s i g n e d  a s  a  s e m i - s u b-
mersible twin-hull  vessel,  the 
platform wil l  be able to c arr y 
out sea tr ials for large deep-
sea equipment weighing up to 
about 100 tonnes.  I t  wi l l  also 
support scientif ic exploration 
and experimental research at 
ocean depths of up to 10,000 
m.

The platform is intended to 
re m a i n  i n  d e e p - s e a  m i s s i o n 
a re a s  fo r  ex te n d e d  p e r i o d s , 

a l l o w i n g  c r o s s - s e a s o n a l 
s c i e n t i f i c  o b s e r v a t i o n  a n d 
engineering tr ials.  I t  can also 
b e  m o b i l i s e d  a n d  d e p l o y e d 
quickly,  making it  possible to 
a d j u s t  o p e rat i n g  a re a s  w i t h 
flexibility.

A f t e r  c o m p l e t i o n ,  t h e  fa -
c i l i t y  w i l l  p rov i d e  a  re a l - s e a 
testing platform for deep-sea 
m i n i n g  sy ste m s ,  key  m a r i n e 
e q u i p m e n t  a n d  o f f s h o re  o i l 
a n d  g a s  e q u i p m e nt ,  h e l p i n g 
accelerate the use of marine 
resources.

It will also support research 
into seasonal patterns in ma-
rine ecosystem evolution and 
t h e  o r i g i n s  a n d  evo l u t i o n  of 
l i fe,  whi le contr ibut ing to im-
p rove d  t y p h o o n  fo re c a st i n g 
accuracy and stronger disas-
ter prevention and mitigation 
capability.

hmt-news.com

Image Credits: CCTV

ZPMC Starts Work on Jackup Vessel
Z P M C  h as  sta r te d  c o n st r u c t i o n  of  a  j ac ku p  ve s s e l  d e s i g n e d  fo r  wate r  d e pt h s  of  u p  to  9 0  m ,  w i t h  a 

1,600-tonne crane and 142 m legs for offshore wind and marine support work.

28, March 2026

ZP M C  h a s  b e g u n  c o n -
s t r u c t i o n  o f  a  j a c k u p 

vessel it  describes as China’s 
deepest-operating unit  of  i ts 
kind,  with the longest legs in 
its class.

T h e  v e s s e l  w i l l  b e  f i t t e d 
with a 1 ,600-tonne revolving 
crane and legs extending up 

to 142 m.  Designed for  unre-
stricted ocean navigation, it is 
intended to carry out high-sta-
b i l i t y  e m e r g e n c y  s a l v a g e 
operations in challenging sea 
conditions.

According to the company, 
the jackup vessel wil l  be able 
to operate in water depths of 
up to 90 m and reach a l ifting 
height of 210 m above deck.

T h e  m u l t i p u r p o s e  v e s s e l 
is  set to transpor t and instal l 
offshore wind turbine founda-
tions, support towers, nacelles 
and blades. It will also provide 
platform maintenance and off-
shore accommodation capa-
bil it ies for a range of offshore 
operations.

hmt-news.com
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Norbe IX 

Starts 

Petrobras 

Contract

1, April 2026

B r a z i l i a n  d r i l l i n g  c o n -
t r a c t o r  Fo r e s e a  h a s 

s t a r t e d  t h e  c o n t r a c t  f o r  i t s 
6th-generation drillship Norbe 
IX with Petrobras.

The rig will carry out drill ing 
work in the Sepia and Atapu 
f i e l d s  u n d e r  a  c o n t ra c t  t h at 
i s  s et  to  r u n  fo r  a b o u t  t h re e 
y e a r s .  B e f o r e  t h e  c o n t r a c t 
s t a r t e d ,  N o r b e  I X  h a d  b e e n 
at the Port of Angra dos Reis 
since mid-January for a com-
p re h e n s i ve  S p e c i a l  Pe r i o d i c 
Survey.

W i t h  t h e  s t a r t  o f  t h i s 
c a m p a i g n ,  F o r e s e a  s a i d 
i t s  f i v e - f l o a t e r  f l e e t  i s  f u l l y 
c o n t r a c t e d  a n d  o p e r a t i n g 
i n  B ra z i l .  T h e  c o m p a n y  a l s o 
manages PRIO’s 6th-genera-
t ion semisubmersible Hunter 
Queen.

hmt-news.com

Subsea7 Secures Aseng Subsea Installation 

Contract

Subsea7 has secured a substantial contract from Noble Energy EG Ltd for subsea 
installation on the Aseng project offshore Equatorial Guinea, with offshore work 
starting in 2026.

2, April 2026

Su b s e a 7  h a s  b e e n 
awarded a substantial 

contract by Noble Energy EG 
Ltd,  a  Chevron company,  for 
s u b s e a  i n st a l l at i o n  wo r k  o n 
the Aseng Gas Monetisation 

P ro j e c t  o f f s h o re  E q u a t o r i a l 
Guinea.

The project involves a sin-
g l e -we l l  t i e b a c k  c o n n e c t i n g 
t h e  A s e n g  f i e l d  to  t h e  ex i st-
ing Alen platform.  Under the 
contract scope, Subsea7 wil l 
transport and instal l  approxi-
mately 19 km of rigid produc-
tion flowline and 20 km of um-
bilicals, along with associated 
subsea structures and tie-ins 
in water depths of 800 m.

P ro j e c t  m a n ag e m e nt  a n d 
e n g i n e e r i n g  w i l l  c o m m e n c e 
immediately and be managed 

f ro m  S u b s e a 7 ’s  Pa r i s  off i c e, 
w i t h  ad d i t i o n a l  s u p p o r t  p ro -
vided by teams in Lisbon and 
Eq u ato r i a l  G u i n e a .  O ffs h o re 
activities are scheduled to be-
gin in 2026.

The award reflects the on-
going working relationship be-
tween Subsea7 and Chevron. 
T h e  c o m p a n y  s t a t e d  i t  h a s 
operated in Equatorial Guinea 
for nearly two decades,  sup-
porting offshore construction 
as well as inspection, mainte-
nance and repair activities.

hmt-news.com
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Northern Endeavour Reaches Denmark for 

Recycling

The former FPSO Northern Endeavour has arrived in Frederikshavn, Denmark, for 
decommissioning by M.A.R.S. The project now moves into hazard assessment, 
cleaning, decontamination, dismantling and recycling.

2, April 2026

Th e  f o r m e r  F P S O 
N o r t h e r n  E n d e a v o u r 

has arr ived at Frederikshavn 
i n  D e n m a r k ,  w h e re  M . A . R .S. 
w i l l  c a r r y  o u t  i ts  d e c o m m i s -
sioning.

The project  was commis -
sioned by the Commonwealth 
o f  A u s t ra l i a .  C O S C O  S H I P-
PING Heav y Transpor t  over-
saw the transpor tation using 
the semi-submersible heav y 
t r a n s p o r t  v e s s e l  H u a  R u i 
Lo n g .  To wa g e  a n d  l o g i s t i c s 
w e re  h a n d l e d  b y  9  O c e a n s 
B.V.  together with Multraship 
Towa g e  &  S a l va g e ,  Fa i r p l ay 
and Svitzer. At Frederikshavn, 
M.A.R.S. teams supported the 
operation with on-site prepa-
rat i o n  a n d  o p e rat i o n a l  s u p -
port.

T h e  n ex t  s t a g e  w i l l  s t a r t 
w i t h  d e t a i l e d  m a p p i n g  a n d 

h a z a rd  a s s e s s m e n t  fo r  t h e 
4 3 ,0 0 0  DW T  ve s s e l .  C l e a n -
ing and decontamination wil l 
follow before dismantling and 
recycling begin at a dedicated 
facility.

M . A . R .S.  s a i d  i t  w i l l  w o r k 
with Australian authorities and 
p ro j e c t  pa r t n e rs  to  m a i nta i n 
h e a l t h ,  s a fe t y  a n d  e n v i ro n -
mental standards throughout 
t h e  p ro g ra m .  T h e  c o m p a n y 
ex p e c t s  a ro u n d  9 5 %  o f  t h e 
vessel’s materials to be recy-
cled, with recovered metals to 
be reused in European mills.

hmt-news.com
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Foresea has 
started the 
Petrobras contract 
for 6th generation 
drillship Norbe IX, 
which will work 
in the Sepia and 
Atapu fields for 
about three years.

Petrobras, SBM Offshore Sign $7.8B Brazil FPSO Deal

Petrobras and SBM Offshore have signed a $7.8 billion contract for P80 and P87 FPSOs in Brazil’s Sergipe-
Alagoas deepwater project, with each unit designed for 120,000 barrels per day of oil production.

2, April 2026

Petrobras and SBM Off-
s h o re  h a v e  s i g n e d  a 

$7.8 bill ion agreement for two 
f l oat i n g  p ro d u c t i o n ,  sto rag e, 
and offloading units for Brazil’s 
S e rg i p e -A l ag oas  d e e pwate r 
project.

Th e  c o nt rac t  c ove rs  P 80 
and P87 under a bui ld-oper-
ate-transfer model.  SBM Off-
shore will supply the two units 
with contract values of about 
$4.0 bil l ion for P80 and $3.79 
bi l l ion for P87. Each vessel is 
designed to produce 120,000 
b a r r e l s  o f  o i l  p e r  d a y  a n d 

process up to 12 mill ion cubic 
meters of natural gas per day.

T h e  d e v e l o p m e n t  h a s 
a l re a d y  p a s s e d  ke y  p ro j e c t 
steps.  SEAP I I  received f inal 
i n v e s t m e n t  a p p ro va l  i n  D e -
c e m b e r  2 0 2 5 ,  w h i l e  B ra z i l ’s 
ANP also granted regulator y 
a p p rova l .  C o n c e s s i o n  te r m s 
w e r e  e x t e n d e d  t o  2 0 5 7  f o r 
SEAP I and 2055 for SEAP II . 
Funding support for the con-
struction of both units includes 
R $ 8 . 5 6  b i l l i o n  f ro m  B ra z i l ’s 
Merchant Marine Fund.

S E A P  I I  i s  s c h e d u l e d  t o 
st a r t  o p e rat i n g  i n  2 0 3 0  a n d 
targets light oil fields with 38–

41 °  A P I .  S E A P  I  i n c l u d e s  t h e 
Agulhinha ,  Agulhinha Oeste, 
Cavala and Palombeta fields. 
As operator,  Petrobras holds 
interests ranging from 60% to 
100% across the concessions, 
t o g e t h e r  w i t h  O N G C  C a m -
p o s  L i m i t ad a  a n d  I BV  B ra s i l 
Petróleo.

The agreement marks one 
of the largest offshore floater 
c o nt rac ts  awa rd e d  i n  re c e nt 
y e a r s  a n d  a d d s  t w o  m a j o r 
units to Brazil’s deepwater de-
velopment pipeline.
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Borr Drilling Wins Four Jack-Up Contracts
Borr Drilling has secured new contract commitments for four premium jack-up rigs in Gabon, Mexico, 
Germany, and Vietnam, covering fresh awards and extensions for Prospector 5, Ran, Joro, and Thor.

2, April 2026

Bo r r  D r i l l i n g  h a s  s e -
c u r e d  n e w  c o n t r a c t 

commitments for four premi-
um jack-up rigs in West Africa, 
Europe,  Southeast Asia ,  and 
the Americas.

The new work covers Pros-
pector 5, Ran, Joro, and Thor.

I n  G a b o n ,  P r o s p e c t o r  5 
re c e i v e d  a  b i n d i n g  l e t t e r  o f 
a w a r d  f r o m  B W  E n e r g y  f o r 
a  f i r m  fo u r -w e l l  s c o p e  w i t h 
a  m i n i m u m  d u ra t i o n  o f  3 2 0 
d a y s .  T h e  a s s i g n m e n t  i s 
scheduled to start in Q3 2026 
after the rig completes its cur-
re nt  c o nt rac t  a n d  a  p l a n n e d 
s p e c i a l  p e r i o d i c  s u r vey.  Th e 
awa rd  a l s o  i n c l u d e s  o pt i o n s 
that could extend the program 
by a further 220 days. Built in 
2014, Prospector 5 is a Friede 
& Goldman JU2000E design. 
The r ig c an operate in water 
depths of up to 400 feet and 
d r i l l  to  3 5 ,0 0 0  fe et .  I t  i s  c u r-
rently working for Eni in Con-

go.
I n  M e x i c o ,  R a n  r e c e i v e d 

a  s i x- m o n t h  ex t e n s i o n  f ro m 
E n i ,  k e e p i n g  t h e  r i g  u n d e r 
contract through September 
2026. The extension includes 
d r i l l i n g  a n d  ac c o m m o d at i o n 
work, subject to the operator’s 
requirements.  The 2013-bui lt 
rig is a KFELS Super A design 
with water depth capability of 
up to 400 feet and maximum 
drilling depth of 35,000 feet.

In Germany, Joro, previous-
l y  k n ow n  as  N o b l e  Re s i l i e nt , 
r e c e i v e d  c o n t r a c t  e x t e n -
s i o n s  f ro m  c u r re n t  o p e rato r 
S i e m e n s  tot a l i n g  a b o u t  t wo 
months. The extension keeps 
the r ig working through May 
2026.  The jack-up c an oper-

ate  i n  wate r  d e pt h s  of  u p  to 
3 5 0  fe et  a n d  d r i l l  to  3 0,0 0 0 
feet.

In Vietnam, Thor received 
a binding letter of award from 
an undisclosed operator for a 
two-well campaign with an es-
timated duration of 100 days. 
The program is due to begin 
in July 2026 in direct contin-
uation of the rig’s current job. 
The r ig c an operate in water 
depths of up to 400 feet and 
drill to 35,000 feet.

S e p a r a t e l y,  B o r r  D r i l l i n g 
said the acquisition of Paratus’ 
jack-up fleet by BC Ventures, 
i t s  5 0/5 0  j o i n t  v e n t u re  w i t h 
C M E ,  i l l u st rate s  t h e  c o m p a-
ny’s wider footprint.
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Transocean Backlog Rises on Norway, Brazil Rig Deals
Transocean added about $1.0 billion to backlog through a new Transocean Barents contract in Norway and 
extensions for Deepwater Orion and Deepwater Aquila offshore Brazil.

2, April 2026

T ransocean has added 
a b o u t  $ 1 . 0  b i l l i o n  t o 

i t s  b a c k l o g  af te r  s e c u r i n g  a 
new contract  in  Nor way and 
c o n t ra c t  ex te n s i o n s  fo r  t wo 
drillships offshore Brazil.

T h e  n e w  N o r w a y  a w a r d 
covers the harsh-environment 
semisubmersible Transocean 
Barents.  Vår Energi  f ixed the 
rig on a 1,095-day contract at 
a  d ay  rate  of  $ 4 5 0,0 0 0.  Th e 
contract is  expected to star t 

a ro u n d  m i d - s e c o n d  q u a r te r 
2027 and will add about $490 
mi l l ion to backlog,  excluding 
m o b i l i z a t i o n  a n d  o t h e r  s e r-
vices. Options attached to the 
award may keep the rig work-
ing in Norway through 2034.

Offshore Brazi l ,  Petrobras 
extended contracts for two of 
Transocean’s ultra-deepwater 
d r i l l s h i p s .  D e e pwat e r  O r i o n 
s e c u re d  a  1 ,0 9 5 - d ay  ex t e n -
sion in direct continuation of 
i t s  c u r re n t  p ro g ra m ,  a d d i n g 
about $420 million to backlog 

a n d  ke e p i n g  t h e  r i g  wo r k i n g 
t h ro u g h  M a rc h  2 0 3 0.  A  g a p 
p e r i o d  b efo re  t h e  exte n s i o n 
starts wil l  reduce the existing 
backlog by about $20 million.

Deepwater Aquila received 
a 365-day extension, contrib-
ut ing about $160 mil l ion and 
extending work through June 
2 0 2 8 .  A  s i m i l a r  g a p  b e fo re 
the new term begins wi l l  see 
a b o u t  $ 1 0  m i l l i o n  ro l l  off  t h e 
current backlog.

E a r l i e r  t h i s  y e a r,  Tr a n s -
ocean also agreed to acquire 

Va l a r i s  i n  a  $ 5 . 8  b i l l i o n  a l l -
s t o c k  d e a l .  T h e  c o m b i n e d 
f l e e t  w o u l d  i n c l u d e  3 3  d r i l l -

ships, nine semisubmersibles, 
and 31 modern jackups.
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Transocean Barents rig (Image source: OMV Petrom)

Constellation Extends Petrobras Rig Work to 2030

2, April 2026

Co n s t e l l a t i o n  O i l  S e r -
vices has renegotiated 

three rig contracts with Petro-
bras, adding about $1.1 bi l l ion 

to backlog and securing near-
ly 10 years of contract exten-
sions across the three units.

T h e  re v i s e d  a g re e m e n t s 
c ove r  B rava  St a r,  G o l d  St a r, 
and Alpha Star. Following the 
a m e n d m e n t s ,  C o n s t e l l at i o n 
Oi l  Ser vices said i ts  backlog 
increased 67% to about $2.8 
billion through 2030.

The 2015-bui l t  Brava Star 
received a four-year extension 
through December 2030, with 
a contract value of $569 mil-

l ion. The extension is subject 
t o  e a r l y  t e r m i n a t i o n  o n  t h e 
910th day.  The r ig is  expect-
e d  to  s u p p o r t  t h e  c o nt i n u e d 
d e v e l o p m e n t  o f  t h e  B ú z i o s 
F i e l d .  T h e  n e w  t e r m  s t a r t s 
immediately after the current 
c o n t ra c t ,  w i t h  n o  t ra n s i t i o n 
p e r i o d .  Th e  ag re e m e nt  a l s o 
includes a managed pressure 
d r i l l i n g  e q u i p m e n t  u p g ra d e 
from 2027.

T h e  2 0 0 9 - b u i l t  G o l d 
S t a r  s e c u r e d  a n  e x t e n s i o n 

of  t wo  ye a rs  a n d  1 0  m o nt h s 
t h r o u g h  D e c e m b e r  2 0 2 8 , 
va l u e d  at  $ 2 6 6  m i l l i o n .  T h i s 
extension also starts in direct 
c o n t i n u a t i o n  o f  t h e  c u r re n t 
c o n t ra c t ,  w i t h  n o  t ra n s i t i o n 
p e r i o d .  T h e  s c o p e  i n c l u d e s 
integrated dri l l  pipe riser ser-
vices for wel l  workovers and 
plug-and-abandonment oper-
ations.

The 2009-built  Alpha Star 
was awarded an extension of 
the same length as Gold Star, 

r u n n i n g  t h ro u g h  D e c e m b e r 
2028 and adding $300 million 
to the backlog. Like the other 
two rigs, the extension begins 
immediately after the current 
contract ends, with no transi-
tion period.

As part of the agreements, 
Constellation Oil Services will 
also deploy new technologies 
aimed at improving dri l l  f loor 
p e r s o n n e l  s a f e t y  o n  A l p h a 
Star and Brava Star.

hmt-news.com
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OranjeWind Starts Seabed Work Offshore Netherlands

OranjeWind has started seabed preparation offshore the Netherlands as erosion protection work begins 
ahead of foundation, cable and turbine installation at the Dutch wind farm.

31, March 2026

O f f s h o re  c o n s t r u c t i o n 
a t  t h e  D u t c h  O r a n -

jeWind project has moved into 
its f irst execution phase, with 
seabed preparat ion now un-
d e r way  a h e ad  of  fo u n d at i o n 

i n s t a l l a t i o n .  T h e  c a m p a i g n 
m a r k s  t h e  s t a r t  o f  o f f s h o re 
works at  the Hol landse Kust 
We st  V I I  s i te ,  w h e re  e ro s i o n 
p r o t e c t i o n  i s  b e i n g  p l a c e d 
before the main build-out con-
tinues later this year.

According to OranjeWind, 
t h e  j o i n t  v e n t u r e  b e t w e e n 
R W E  a n d  Tota l E n e rg i e s ,  t h e 
current scope covers the in -
stallation of the filter layer that 
wil l  support the next offshore 
construction steps.  This f i rst 
layer of protection is required 
before 53 foundations can be 
installed at the wind farm site.

Th e  ro c k  i n sta l l at i o n  ve s-

s e l  S i m o n  Stev i n  i s  c a r r y i n g 
o u t  t h e  w o r k .  F i l t e r  l a y e r 
rock is loaded in Norway and 
then transpor ted to the proj-
e c t  a re a ,  a ro u n d  5 3  k m  o f f 
I J m u i d e n .  At  s i te,  t h e  ve s s e l 
places the material  at  desig-
nated positions through a ver-
tical drop pipe. The campaign 
is scheduled for completion in 
May.

M a t t h i a s  E s ke n ,  P r o j e c t 
Director  at  OranjeWind,  s aid 
the first construction activities 
h a d  s t a r t e d  i n  l i n e  w i t h  t h e 
plan after months of prepara-
tion. He added that foundation 
installation and cable installa-

tion would follow later in 2026.
The wind farm wil l  feature 

53 V236-15 MW turbines from 
Vestas on monopi le  founda-
t i o n s  to  b e  p ro d u c e d  by  S i f. 
Inter-array cables will  be sup-
plied by TKF. Foundation and 
turbine instal lat ion are set to 
be per formed by Jan De Nul 
using the heavy lift vessel Les 
Alizés and the jack-up instal-
l at i o n  v e s s e l  Vo l t a i re ,  w h i l e 
DEME will handle the inter-ar-
ray  c a b l e  i n st a l l at i o n .  O ra n -
jeWind is expected to be fully 
commissioned in early 2028.
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Ørsted Installs First Hornsea 3 Offshore 

Converter Station
Ørsted has completed installation of the first offshore converter station for Hornsea 3 in the UK. The 
structure, built in Thailand and commissioned in Norway, is now in place offshore.

31, March 2026

Ø rste d  h a s  c o m p l ete d 
the instal lat ion of the 

first offshore converter station 
fo r  t h e  H o r n s e a  3  o f f s h o re 
wind farm in the UK.

T h e  s t r u c t u re  s t a n d s  7 0 
m  a b o v e  s e a  l e v e l  a n d  w i l l 
t ra n s fo r m  p o w e r  g e n e rat e d 
by Hornsea 3’s offshore wind 
turbines for transmission back 
to shore in the UK. It consists 
of a jacket, which is piled into 
the seabed, and a topside in-
stalled above it.

Ac c o rd i n g  to  Ø r ste d ,  t h e 
converter station was built  in 
Map Ta Phut, Thailand, before 

t rav e l l i n g  m o re  t h a n  1 3 ,0 0 0 
nautical miles to Haugesund, 
N o r way,  w h e re  h i g h -vo l tag e 
equipment was instal led and 
c o m m i s s i o n e d .  O f f s h o r e 
transport and installation were 
c arr ied out by Heerema Ma -
rine Contractors, with the top-
side welded to the supporting 
jacket at the offshore site.

The company said the in-
stal lation of the f irst offshore 
converter station marked the 
culmination of a global effort 
and four years of work involv-
ing planning, marine logistics 
a n d  i n sta l l at i o n .  Ø rste d  a l s o 
t h a n ke d  te a m s  f ro m  H i t ac h i 
E n e rg y,  A i b e l  a n d  H e e re m a 

Fabrication Group.
Luke Bridgman, managing 

director for Hornsea 3 at Ørst-
ed, said the installation was a 
major milestone for the proj-
ect and showed what detailed 
planning, strong collaboration 
a n d  d i s c i p l i n e d  e x e c u t i o n 
could achieve. He added that 
i t  ref l e c te d  t h e  te c h n i c a l  ex-
p e r t i s e  o f  t h e  p ro j e c t  t e a m 
and contract partners, as well 
as a focus on safety at every 
stage.

Ørsted describes Hornsea 
3 as the world’s largest single 
offshore wind farm.
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Jan De Nul Orders Nordlicht I CPS from CRP Subsea

Jan De Nul has ordered 141 cable protection 
systems from CRP Subsea for Vattenfall’s 

Nordlicht I offshore wind project, with 
delivery set for December 2026.

31, March 2026

Jan De Nul has awarded 
CRP Subsea a contract 

t o  s u p p l y  c a b l e  p r o t e c t i o n 
systems for inter-array cables 
at  Vattenfal l ’s  Nordl icht  I  off-

s h o re  w i n d  fa r m  i n  t h e  G e r-
man North Sea.

The order covers 141 Njord-
G u a rd  c a b l e  p rote c t i o n  sys -
tems for the 980 MW project. 
C R P  S u b s e a  i s  e n g i n e e r i n g 
three CPS variants to match 

i n s t a l l at i o n  re q u i re m e n t s  at 
monopile and J-tube interfac-
es.

Production is taking place 
a t  C R P  S u b s e a’s  f a c i l i t y  i n 
n o r t h - w e s t  E n g l a n d .  E n g i -
n e e r i n g  w o r k  h a s  a l r e a d y 
started, and delivery is sched-
uled for December 2026.

At  N o rd l i c ht  I ,  J a n  D e  N u l 
wi l l  instal l  the inter-array c a-
bles, while TKF will supply the 
cable system l inking 68 Ves-
tas V236-15.0 MW turbines to 

the offshore substat ion.  The 
wind farm will connect to Ten-
neT’s BorWin kappa platform 
under the BorWin6 grid link.

Vattenfall took FID on Nor-
d l i c h t  I  i n  2 0 2 5  a n d  o n  N o r-
d l i c ht  I I  at  t h e  sta r t  of  2 02 6. 
O f f s h o re  w o r k  o n  N o rd l i c h t 
I  i s  s et  to  sta r t  i n  2 02 6,  w i t h 
Nordl icht  I I  to fol low in 2027. 
Both projects are due to enter 
operation in 2028. Once com-
pleted, Nordlicht I is expected 
to  b e  G e r m a ny ’s  l a rg e st  off-

shore wind farm, while the full 
1.6 GW Nordlicht development 
will rank as the world’s second 
largest ,  according to Vatten-
fall.

hmt-news.com

Hornsea 3 Foundation Campaign 

Nears Start
Hornsea 3 foundation installation is due to start in April as 
Cadeler’s Wind Ally and Wind Orca and the SOV Esvagt 
Froude mobilise from Dutch and UK ports for the next phase 
of Ørsted’s offshore wind project.

King One

30, March 2026

Foundation instal lat ion 
a t  Ø r s t e d ’s  H o r n s e a 

3 offshore wind farm is set to 
begin in April ,  with Cadeler ’s 
Wind Ally and Wind Orca and 
the service operation vessel 
Esvagt Froude preparing for 
mobilisation from ports in the 
Netherlands and the UK.

A c c o r d i n g  t o  a  r e c e n t 
N o t i c e  t o  M a r i n e r s  c i t e d  i n 
the source text, Wind Ally will 
mobil ise from Rotterdam for 
X X L  m o n o p i l e  i n s t a l l a t i o n , 
w i t h  offs h o re  wo r k  p l a n n e d 
from 12 Apri l .  Wind Orca wil l 
depart from the Port of Tyne 
fo r  s e c o n d a r y  st r u c t u re  i n -
st a l l at i o n  a n d  i s  s c h e d u l e d 
to begin work at  the s ite on 
19 April.  Foundation commis-
sioning suppor t  wi l l  then be 
provided by Esvagt Froude, 
which wi l l  mobi l ise from the 
Por t  of  Hul l ,  with operations 
expected to start on 24 April.

Noise monitoring systems 
wil l  also be deployed during 
t h e  fo u n d a t i o n  i n s t a l l a t i o n 
campaign. Contractor Seiche 
will  carry out that work using 
the vessel BB Ocean.

T h e  i n s t a l l a t i o n  p h a s e 
f o l l o w s  t h e  r e c e n t  a r r i v a l 

of  t h e  f i rst  s i x  m o n o p i l e s  at 
Steel River Quay in Teesside 
Fre e p o r t  f ro m  H a i ze a  W i n d 
G r o u p’s  f a c i l i t y  i n  B i l b a o , 
S p a i n .  T h e  o f f s h o r e  w i n d 
fa r m  w i l l  i n c l u d e  1 97  m o n o -
piles in total.

Supply arrangements for 
t h e  m o n o p i l e s  h ave  s h i fte d 
s i n c e  Ø r s t e d  s i g n e d  c o n -
t r a c t s  i n  2 0 2 2  w i t h  S e A H 
W i n d  a n d  H a i z e a  W i n d 
G ro u p .  T h e  d e v e l o p e r  a n d 
S e A H  W i n d  l ate r  a g re e d  to 
terminate the contract by mu-
tual agreement after ongoing 
production challenges at the 
company ’s new Teesside fa-
cility. Ørsted then reassigned 
SeAH Wind’s scope to other 
supplier(s).

A t  t h e  b e g i n n i n g  o f 
March, Dajin Heavy Industry 
s a i d  i t  h ad  s h i p p e d  t h e  f i rst 
H o r n s e a  3  m o n o p i l e s  f ro m 
China to the UK on board its 
h e a v y - c a r g o  d e c k  c a r r i e r 
King One.

Hornsea 3 is Ørsted’s third 
gigawatt-scale development 
i n  t h e  H o r n s e a  zo n e  o f  t h e 
N o r t h  S e a .  T h e  p ro j e c t  w i l l 
use 197 Siemens Gamesa 14 
MW turbines instal led about 
160,000 m off  the Yorkshire 
coast.  With total  capacity of 
2.9 GW, Hornsea 3 is expect-
ed to be operational in 2027. 
Ø r s t e d  s a y s  i t  w i l l  b e  t h e 
world’s largest single offshore 
wind farm.
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31, March 2026

V i r g i n i a  h a s  p a s s e d 
H B 67,  a  b i l l  a i m e d  at 

p re p a r i n g  t h e  s t a t e’s  w o r k-
force for offshore wind devel-
opment.

The measure cleared both 
the House of  Delegates and 
t h e  S t a t e  S e n a t e  i n  M a r c h 
2 02 6  a n d  i s  n ow  wa i t i n g  fo r 
the Governor’s signature. It di-
rects the Virginia Department 
of Energy to review the train-
ing and educ ation resources 
n e e d e d  t o  s u p p o r t  t h e  o f f-
shore wind sector.

Under the bi l l ,  the Depart-
m e nt  w i l l  wo r k  w i t h  re l eva nt 
s t a k e h o l d e r s  t o  e x a m i n e 
ex i st i n g  wo r kfo rc e  c a p ac i t y 
a n d  i d e nt i f y  g a p s  i n  t ra i n i n g 
infrastructure. The review wil l 

fo c u s  o n  t h e  s e c to r ’s  l a b o u r 
n e e d s ,  i n c l u d i n g  t e c h n i c a l 
skills and safety requirements 
tied to offshore wind activity.

Th e  l e g i s l at i o n  was  i nt ro-
d u c e d  d u r i n g  t h e  2 02 6  s e s-
s i o n  of  t h e  V i rg i n i a  G e n e ra l 
Assembly as Virginia expands 
its offshore wind activity. The 
state already has the 12 MW 
C o a s t a l  V i r g i n i a  O f f s h o r e 
W i n d  p i l ot  i n  o p e rat i o n .  I t  i s 
also building the 2.6 GW com-
mercial  Coastal  Virginia Off-
shore Wind project off Virginia 
Beach.

T h a t  p ro j e c t ,  d e v e l o p e d 
by Dominion Energy,  recent-
l y  p r o d u c e d  i t s  f i r s t  p o w e r 
af te r  t h e  f i r st  t u r b i n e s  we re 
instal led.  It  is expected to be 
completed in 2026.
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Virginia has passed HB67 to assess offshore 
wind training needs and workforce gaps as the 
state moves ahead with major offshore wind 
development off Virginia Beach.

Virginia Approves 

Offshore Wind 

Training Bill

Tekmar Group Secures Japan Offshore Wind Contracts 

Worth EUR 2.3 Million

Tekmar Group has secured two contracts worth about EUR 2.3 million for a Japanese offshore wind 
project, including direct supply of its 10th-generation cable protection systems.

31, March 2026

Tekmar Group has won 
t w o  c o n t ra c t s  w i t h  a 

combined value of GBP 2 mil-
l ion, or about EUR 2.3 mill ion, 
for an offshore wind project in 
Japan, according to an inves-
tor update issued on 31 March 
2026.

The company did not dis-
close the name of the project 
o r  t h e  c u s t o m e r.  I t  s a i d  t h e 
l a r g e r  a w a r d  c o v e r s  d i r e c t 
delivery of its 10th-generation 
c a b l e  p rote c t i o n  syste m s  to 
the offshore wind developer, 
a n d  wo r k  i s  s et  to  b e g i n  i m -

mediately.
T h e  c o n t r a c t  f o l l o w e d 

e a r l i e r  p re l i m i n a r y  te c h n i c a l 
analysis and design services 
p ro v i d e d  b y  Te k m a r  G ro u p 
fo r  t h e  s a m e  d e v e l o p m e n t . 
The company said the latest 
awa rd  ref l e c te d  i ts  a b i l i t y  to 
combine engineering support 
with technology supply across 
different stages of an offshore 
wind project.

R i c h a r d  Tu r n e r,  C E O  o f 
Tekmar Group, said the award 
s h o w e d  t h e  v a l u e  o f  t h e 
group’s integrated engineering 
and technology model, as well 
as  i ts  a b i l i t y  to  s u p p o r t  c u s-

tomers through the full project 
l i fe c yc l e .  H e  a d d e d  t h at  t h e 
c o nt rac t  a l s o  s u p p o r te d  t h e 
company ’s strategy of  bui ld-
i n g  a  s u st a i n a b l e  a n d  d i ve r-
si f ied order book with mult i-
year visibility.

R e v e n u e  f ro m  t h e  J a p a n 
c o n t ra c t s  i s  ex p e c te d  to  b e 
recognised during the remain-
d e r  of  Te k m a r  G ro u p’s  2 02 6 
f inancial  year and in the f i rst 
half of its 2027 financial year.

T h e  a w a r d  i n  J a p a n  f o l -
lowed another recent contract 
announcement from Tekmar 
Group, which said it had been 
s e l e c t e d  t o  s u p p l y  c a b l e 

protection systems for an off-
shore wind project in Europe 
under a separate deal  wor th 

m o re  t h a n  G B P  4  m i l l i o n ,  o r 
about EUR 4.7 million.

hmt-news.com
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Cadeler Sets Out New Vessel Growth Plan

Cadeler raised about EUR 175 million to support early commitments for two proposed T-class newbuilds 
and a possible scour protection vessel conversion, while keeping its near-term dividend capacity and 
capital return path in view.

1, April 2026

Cadeler said that it  had 
c o m p l e t e d  a  p r i v a t e 

placement wor th about EUR 
175 million. The company said 
t h e  s h a re s  we re  p l ac e d  at  a 
price above its five-day VW

A P,  a n d  t h e  p r o c e e d s 
wi l l  be used for  ear ly  c apital 

c o m m i t m e n t s  t i e d  t o  t w o 
proposed T-class Wind Foun-
dation Installation Vessel new-
b u i l d s  a n d  a  p o s s i b l e  s c o u r 
protection vessel  acquisit ion 
and conversion.

The company said the ex-
p a n s i o n  p l a n  wa s  d e s i g n e d 
t o  ke e p  a  c l e a r  ro u t e  o p e n 
for shareholder distr ibutions. 
Cadeler added that strong op-
erating cash flow, a solid bal-
ance sheet and l imited short-
term capital needs continued 
to  s u p p o r t  i ts  a b i l i t y  to  a l l o -
cate capital to shareholders.

I n  2 02 5 ,  C ad e l e r  d o u b l e d 
the number of vessels in oper-
ation,  increasing its c apacity 

t o  g e n e r a t e  c a s h  f r o m  t h e 
f l e e t .  At  t h e  s a m e  t i m e ,  t h e 
m a r ke t  h a s  re m a i n e d  d i s c i -
p l i n e d  o n  n e w  o r d e r s .  T h e 
company said no wind foun -
dation installation vessels had 
b e e n  o rd e re d  g l o b a l l y  s i n c e 
its own last order in Q2 2024. 
C a d e l e r  a l s o  p o i n t e d  t o  a 
projected vessel undersupply 
from 2029 onward as support 
fo r  l o n g - te r m  u t i l i zat i o n  a n d 
pricing.

Th e  c o m p a ny  s a i d  i t  wa s 
in advanced discussions over 
t w o  c o m p e t i t i v e l y  p r i c e d 
T- c l a s s  n ew b u i l d s  fo r  d e l i v-
e r y  i n  2 0 3 0  a n d  2 0 3 1 .  M o st 
payments are expected to fall 

after 202 9,  whi le total  c apex 
i s  ex p e c te d  to  b e  6 5%  d e bt 
financed. Based on that struc-
t u re ,  C a d e l e r  s a i d  t h e  p l a n 
s h o u l d  n ot  af fe c t  n e a r- te r m 
dividend capacity or its capi-
tal return ambitions.

A l o n g s i d e  t h e  n e w b u i l d 
d i s c u s s i o n s ,  C a d e l e r  i s  r e -
viewing the possible purchase 
and conversion of a scour pro-
tection vessel .  The company 
said this could strengthen its 
foundation transportation and 
instal lation business, cut rel i-
a n c e  o n  s u b c o nt rac to rs ,  i m-
prove pricing competitiveness 
a n d  reta i n  m o re  p rof i t ,  w h i l e 
offering a capital-efficient and 

faster route to market. It  add-
ed that the f inancing options 
under review support a disci-
plined capital structure.

C a d e l e r  s a i d  g l o b a l  o f f -
shore wind demand remains 
strong and industr y momen -
t u m  h a s  i m p rove d ,  s u p p o r t-
i n g  e m p l o y m e n t  p ro s p e c t s 
a c ro s s  t h e  ex p a n d e d  f l e e t . 
T h e  c o m p a n y  a l s o  s a i d  n o 
addit ional equity is expected 
to  b e  n e e d e d  fo r  i t s  c u r re n t 
plans. No final investment de-
cisions have been made, and 
all terms remain indicative.

hmt-news.com

US Shifts Offshore Wind Pressure to Lease Buyouts

The Trump administration is shifting its offshore wind approach toward lease buyouts tied to oil and gas 
reinvestment, though the model may not fit renewable-focused developers.

1, April 2026

Th e  Tr u m p  ad m i n i st ra -
t ion is pursuing a new 

route to unwind offshore wind 
positions in the United States, 
m o v i n g  f r o m  p r o j e c t  s t o p -
work effor ts  to lease buyout 
discussions l inked to oi l  and 
gas reinvestment.

The approach fol lows the 
recent arrangement involving 
To t a l E n e rg i e s ,  u n d e r  w h i c h 
t h e  c o m p a n y  wa s  s et  to  re -
c e i v e  c l o s e  t o  $ 1  b i l l i o n  i n 
reimbursements and channel 
t h at  a m o u n t  i n to  U S  o i l  a n d 
gas projects.

T h a t  m o d e l  m a y  n o t  b e 
workable for every leasehold-
er. Some companies active in 
US offshore wind are focused 
o n  r e n e w a b l e s  a n d  d o  n o t 
h a v e  fo s s i l  f u e l  i n v e s t m e n t 
p l a n s  t h a t  w o u l d  f i t  s u c h  a 
structure.

T h e  r e p o r t  s a i d  t h e  D e -
par tment of  the Inter ior  held 
talks on Monday with several 
o f f s h o r e  w i n d  l e a s e h o l d -
e r s  a s  i t  s o u g h t  s u p p o r t  fo r 
agreements similar to the one 
reached with TotalEnergies.

E a r l i e r  a t t e m p t s  t o  s l o w 
offshore wind through federal 
stop-work orders did not hold. 
I n  2 02 5 ,  t h e  g ove r n m e nt  o r-
dered projects to halt ongoing 
a c t i v i t y  p e n d i n g  a n  I n t e r i o r 
review, but courts overturned 
those measures. In December 
2025, the administration then 

recast offshore wind as a na-
tional security matter and tar-
geted five late-stage projects, 
y e t  t h o s e  o rd e r s  w e re  a l s o 
lifted.

The latest focus is on buy-
i n g  o u t  l e a s e s  i n  exc h a n g e 
for new fossil fuel investment. 
There are currently 43 active 
offs h o re  w i n d  l e as e s  off  t h e 
US coast.

Among the larger holdings 
c i te d  i n  t h e  re p o r t ,  E D P  a n d 
E n g i e  s h a r e  a  $ 1 2 0  m i l l i o n 
l e a s e .  I n v e n e rg y  h o l d s  fo u r 
leases on the east  and west 
c oasts ,  i n c l u d i n g  a  s i te  n e a r 
N ew  Yo r k  ac q u i re d  w i t h  e n -
ergyRe for $645 mill ion. RWE 
paid $1.1 billion for a New York 
lease and $157.7 mil l ion for a 
California lease.

A n y  a r ra n g e m e n t  b a s e d 

o n  t h e  Tot a l E n e rg i e s  m o d e l 
would depend on a company 
b e i n g  a b l e  t o  c o m m i t  t o  o i l 
a n d  g a s  i n v e s t m e n t  i n  t h e 
United States.  That may suit 
companies such as Invenergy 
and RWE, but it does not align 
a s  e a s i l y  w i t h  g r o u p s  s u c h 
as Engie and EDP, which are 
centered on renewables.

T h e  r e p o r t  a l s o  n o t e d 
t h a t  s o m e  p ro j e c t s  m a y  b e 

b eyo n d  a  s i m p l e  l e a s e  b u y-
o u t  st a g e .  Eq u i n o r ’s  E m p i re 
Wind is about 60% complete. 
Eq u i n o r  c h i ef  exe c u t i ve  A n -
ders Opedal said the situation 
differs from the TotalEnergies 
case because that transaction 
involved a lease, not a project 
already well into construction.

hmt-news.com
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Global Maritime Takes TetraSpar Decommissioning 

Scope in Norway

Global Maritime has been appointed to handle offshore and onshore decommissioning work for the 
TetraSpar Demonstrator in Norway, covering subsea recovery, towing, dismantling, and recycling.

28, March 2026

G l o b a l  M a r i t i m e  h a s 
b e e n  a p p o i n t e d  b y 

t h e  Tet ra S pa r  D e m o n st rato r 
consortium to support the de-
commissioning of the project 
o f f s h o r e  N o r w a y,  c o v e r i n g 

b o t h  o f f s h o re  a n d  o n s h o re 
work in the final phase of the 
demonstration.

The TetraSpar Demonstra-
tor has operated at the MET-
Centre site off  Karmøy since 
2 0 2 1 .  Th e  p ro j e c t  c o m b i n e s 
Stiesdal  Offshore’s TetraSub 

floating foundation with a 3.6 
M W  S i e m e n s  G a m e s a  w i n d 
turbine.

According to Global  Mar-
i t i m e ,  t h e  d e c o m m i s s i o n i n g 
f o l l o w s  t h e  c o m p l e t i o n  o f 
t h e  p ro j e c t ’s  d e m o n st rat i o n 
o b j e c t i v e s  a n d  w i l l  a l l o w  a 
d e t a i l e d  i n s p e c t i o n  o f  t h e 
s u b m e r g e d  s t r u c t u r e  a f t e r 
nearly five years of operation. 
This wi l l  provide input to the 
v e r i f i c at i o n  o f  t h e  Te t ra S u b 
foundation.

Under the agreement with 
t h e  c o n s o r t i u m  o f  T E P C O 
Renewable Power,  RWE, and 
S t i e s d a l  O f f s h o r e ,  G l o b a l 
M a r i t i m e  w i l l  h a n d l e  e n d - to -
end project management, en-
g i n e e r i n g ,  p ro c u re m e nt ,  a n d 
operational execution for the 
full decommissioning scope.

T h e  o f f s h o r e  p h a s e  w i l l 

begin with the disconnection, 
retr ieval ,  and handling of key 
subsea components,  includ -
ing the inter-array c able and 
t h e  st at i o n - ke e p i n g  syste m . 
T h e s e  c o m p o n e n t s  w i l l  b e 
disconnected, recovered, and 
p re p a re d  fo r  t ra n s p o r t ,  w i t h 
materials sent to appropriate 
recycling streams.

The full TetraSpar structure 
wi l l  then be towed to a shel-
tered deepwater loc ation for 
te m p o ra r y  m o o r i n g .  Fu r t h e r 
offshore work will include keel 
h a n d l i n g  a n d  c o nt ro l l e d  d e -
ballasting before the structure 
is brought into harbour, where 
t h e  ke e l  a n d  f l o a t e r  w i l l  b e 
docked.

O n s h o re  w o r k  w i l l  fo c u s 
on the dismantl ing and recy-
c l i n g  o f  m a j o r  c o m p o n e n t s . 
The wind turbine wi l l  be dis-

a s s e m b l e d ,  w i t h  t h e  n ac e l l e 
a n d  r o t o r  t r a n s p o r t e d  t o 
O E M - d e s i g n a t e d  f a c i l i t i e s , 
whi le  the tower sect ions wi l l 
b e  p ro c e s s e d  fo r  re c y c l i n g . 
The keel  and f loater wi l l  also 
be dismantled, marine growth 
w i l l  b e  re m o v e d ,  h a z a rd o u s 
m ate r i a l s  w i l l  b e  s e p a rate d , 
a n d  re c ove re d  m ate r i a l s  w i l l 
be sorted for recycling.

F o r  t h e  o n s h o r e  s c o p e , 
G l o b a l  M a r i t i m e  w i l l  w o r k 
w i t h  S e m c o  M a r i t i m e  a s  a 
s u b c o n t ra c to r  at  i t s  H a n øy-
tangen yard. According to the 
decommissioning contractor, 
the subcontractor will  provide 
specialist capabilities in mate-
rial  handling,  waste manage-
ment, and recycling.
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Dajin Awards Nordseecluster B Steel Work in Poland

Dajin Offshore has awarded JW Steel Construction a contract covering secondary steel construction and 
low-voltage electrical outfitting for the Nordseecluster B offshore wind project, with production already 
under way in Szczecin.

28, March 2026

Da j i n  O f f s h o r e  h a s 
a w a r d e d  J W  S t e e l 

C o n s t r u c t i o n  a  c o n t ra c t  fo r 
RWE and Norges Bank Invest-
m e n t  M a n a g e m e n t ’s  N o r d -
s e e c l u s t e r  B  o f f s h o re  w i n d 
project.

T h e  c o n t ra c t  c o v e r s  t h e 
construction and low-voltage 
electrical outfitting of second-
ar y steel  structures.  Produc-
tion has already started at JW 
Ste e l  C o n st r u c t i o n’s  5 0,0 0 0 
sq m facility in Szczecin.

Th e  s c o p e  i n c l u d e s  m o re 
t h a n  2 , 5 0 0  t  o f  s t r u c t u r e s , 
i n c l u d i n g  3 0  m a i n  a c c e s s 

platforms and 60 boat landing 
systems.

The project is expected to 
support around 150 local jobs 
in Poland’s West Pomeranian 
region.

A d a m  Ko w a l s k i ,  h e a d  o f 
s u p p l y  c h a i n  m a n a g e m e n t 
a t  D a j i n  O f f s h o r e ,  s a i d  t h e 
contract was further proof of 
t h e  c o m p a n y ’s  c o o p e rat i o n 
with businesses in Europe. He 
added that the award showed 
s u c c e s sf u l  c o o p e rat i o n  w i t h 
a private Polish company that 
p ro v i d e s  t h e  c a p a b i l i t y  a n d 
re l i a b i l i t y  n e e d e d  fo r  c l i e nts’ 
business cases.

hmt-news.com Photo source: JW Steel Construction
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Hanwha Ocean Builds Canada Partner Network 

for CPSP Bid

Hanwha Ocean is strengthening 
partnerships with Canadian companies 
to improve its position in the CPSP bid, 
where local industrial contribution is a 
key evaluation item.

30, March 2026

Ha n w h a  O c e a n  i s 
strengthening ties with 

C a n a d i a n  c o m p a n i e s  a s  i t 
advances its bid for the Can-
ada Patrol Submarine Project 
(CPSP), a program to build up 
to 12 new diesel submarines.

T h e  p r o j e c t  i s  v a l u e d  a t 
a b o u t  6 0  t r i l l i o n  w o n  w h e n 
maintenance,  repair,  and op-
e rat i o n s  ove r  3 0  ye a rs  afte r 
i nt ro d u c t i o n  a re  i n c l u d e d .  I n 
t h e  b i d  e v a l u a t i o n ,  m a i n t e -
nance, overhaul, and logistics 
s u p p o r t  a c c o u n t  f o r  5 0 % , 
w h i l e  p l atfo r m  p e r fo r m a n c e 
makes up 20%. As those ar-
eas are largely similar among 
competitors,  Hanwha Ocean 
i s  fo c u s i n g  o n  i n d u st r i a l  a n d 
economic contribution, which 
represents 15% of the assess-
ment.

To  i m p rove  i ts  p o s i t i o n  i n 

that category, Hanwha Ocean 
recently signed par tnerships 
w i t h  C a n a d i a n  c o m p a n i e s 
OSI Maritime Systems, EMCS 
I n d u s t r i e s ,  Te c h s o l  M a r i n e , 
J a s t ra m  Te c h n o l o g i e s ,  a n d 
Cur t iss-Wright ,  according to 
t h e  s h i p b u i l d i n g  i n d u st r y  o n 
29 March 2026.

Under the agreements, OSI 
Maritime Systems will provide 
e l e c t ro n i c  n a v i g a t i o n  s o l u -
tions for Hanwha Ocean sub-
marines. EMCS Industries will 
supply hul l  corrosion protec-
tion and marine biofouling pre-
vention technologies. Techsol 
M a r i n e  w i l l  t a k e  c h a r g e  o f 
a d v a n c e d  p o w e r  s y s t e m 
i n t e g ra t i o n  a n d  a u t o m a t i o n 
technologies.  Cur t iss-Wright 
wi l l  provide the towed sonar 
operation system.

T h e  c o m p a n y  i s  u s -
i n g  t h e s e  p a r t n e r s h i p s  t o 
strengthen cooperat ion with 

local firms that have expertise 
in navigation, detection, pow-
e r,  a n d  m a i n t e n a n c e ,  w h i c h 
a re  c o n s i d e re d  i m p o r ta nt  to 
submarine operational capa-
bility.

Germany ’s ThyssenKrupp 
M a r i n e  S y s t e m s  ( T K M S )  i s 

a l s o  ex pa n d i n g  c o o p e rat i o n 
in Canada. On 4 March 2026, 
T K M S  s a i d  i t  h ad  p a r t n e re d 
with Canadian defense com-
pany CAE to work on training 
operations and infrastructure, 
simulation systems, and facili-
ty management. The German 

government has also support-
e d  t h e  e f fo r t  by  i n t ro d u c i n g 
a $1 bi l l ion Canadian combat 
m a n ag e m e nt  syste m  ( C M S) 
fo r  i t s  n a v y  a n d  p u r s u i n g  a 
bid strategy based on offset 
trade.
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BLRT Grupp Orders New Klaipėda Dry Dock

BLRT Grupp has ordered a new $43 million floating dry dock for Klaipėda, with the 15,000 t unit set to 
replace an existing dock and expand capacity for Panamax-class vessel work.

28, March 2026

BLRT Grupp has signed 
a $43 mil l ion contract 

for a new floating dry dock for 
i t s  K l a i p ė d a  s h i p  re p a i r  o p -

erat ion in Lithuania ,  with the 
unit set to replace an existing 
dock and expand capacity for 
Panamax-class vessels.

T h e  d o c k  w i l l  b e  b u i l t  b y 
Hat-San Shipyard in Turkey. It 

wi l l  measure 200 m by 35 m 
and have a l i ft ing capacity of 
15,000 t. Once delivered, it will 
support broader handling ca-
pability at the Klaipėda facility.

Th e  p ro j e c t  fo r m s  pa r t  of 

BLRT Grupp’s investment pro-
gramme for ship repair activ-
it ies across its yards in three 
countries. The group said the 
programme is intended to ex-
pand the c apabil i t ies offered 
to shipowners and strengthen 
competitiveness.

O v e r  t h e  p a s t  f i v e  y e a r s , 
the group has invested more 
t h a n  E U R  1 0 0  m i l l i o n  i n  t h i s 
b u s i n e s s  a re a .  Ac c o rd i n g  to 
the company,  the added c a -
p ac i t y  w i l l  a l l ow  i t  to  h a n d l e 
more vessels, including larger 
ships,  increase overal l  work-
f l ow,  a n d  s u p p o r t  ad d i t i o n a l 
jobs both directly and through 
related service chains.

Fjodor Berman, Chairman 
of the Management Board of 
BLRT Grupp, said a new dock 
b u i l t  b y  t h e  s a m e  s h i p y a r d 
was commissioned in Tal l inn 
i n  A u g u s t  2 0 2 4 .  T h a t  d o c k 
measures 180 m by 30 m and 
h a s  a  l i f t i n g  c a p a c i t y  o f  u p 
to 10,000 t,  alongside the ful l 

renovation of the surrounding 
dock infrastructure.

H e  a l s o  s a i d  t h e  l a r g e s t 
f l o a t i n g  d o c k  i n  t h e  B a l t i c 
S t a t e s  e n t e r e d  s e r v i c e  i n 
Klaipėda in 2020.  That dock 
m e a s u r e s  2 3 5  m  b y  4 5  m 
a n d  h a s  a  l i f t i n g  c a p ac i t y  of 
33,000 t ,  a l lowing the repair, 
m o d e r n i s at i o n ,  a n d  m a i n te -
n a n c e  o f  l a r g e r  v e s s e l s .  I n 
addition, a 101 m-long and 22 
m-wide dock with a lifting ca-
pacity of 4,500 t in Tallinn was 
f u l l y  m o d e r n i s e d  i n  s u m m e r 
2025.

The new floating dry dock 
i s  s c h e d u l e d  to  b e  c o m m i s -
sioned in autumn 2027.

B L R T  G r u p p  o p e r a t e s 
three ship repair yards in Es-
tonia ,  Lithuania ,  and Finland. 
Th e  g ro u p  s a i d  i ts  ya rd s  re -
pa i r,  m o d e r n i s e,  a n d  s e r v i c e 
around 300 vessels each year.
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Dieppe-Le-Tréport Reaches 31 Jackets
The Dieppe-Le-Tréport offshore wind project has installed 31 of 62 jacket foundations, reaching the 
halfway point for foundation work at the 496 MW site offshore France.

1, April 2026

Fo u n d at i o n  i n st a l l at i o n 
a t  t h e  D i e p p e - L e -

Tréport offshore wind project 
has reached the halfway point, 
w i t h  3 1  of  62  j ac ket  fo u n d a -
tions now in place.

The first foundation was in-
stalled in September 2025 by 
DEME’s installation vessel In-
novation at the project site, lo-
cated 15,000 m off Le Tréport 
and 17,000 m off  Dieppe.  By 
February 2026, 12 jackets had 
b e e n  i n s t a l l e d .  S i n c e  t h e n , 
another 20 foundations have 
b e e n  a d d e d ,  a c c o r d i n g  t o 
O c e a n  W i n d s ,  w h i c h  o w n s 
the 496 MW project in a joint 
venture with Sumitomo Cor-
poration and Banque des Ter-
ritoires.

The jacket foundations are 

b e i n g  s u p p l i e d  by  a  c o n s o r-
t ium of  Navantia Seanergies 
and Windar Renovables from 
fa c i l i t i e s  i n  S p a i n .  T h e  fo u r-
legged jackets were manufac-
tured at Navantia Seanergies’ 
y a r d  i n  Fe n e ,  w h i l e  t h e  p i n 
pi les were produced by Win-
dar Renovables in Avilés.

N a v a n t i a  a l s o  b u i l t  t h e 
j a c k e t  f o u n d a t i o n  f o r  t h e 
project’s offshore substation, 
which was installed at the site 
in 2025.

T h e  4 9 6  M W  w i n d  f a r m 
wil l  use 62 Siemens Gamesa 
8 MW turbines.  The turbines 
a re  b e i n g  m a n u fa c t u re d  b y 
S i e m e n s  G a m e s a  a t  i t s  L e 
Havre facility, while installation 
is scheduled to be carried out 
by  J a n  d e  N u l  G ro u p  d u r i n g 
2026.
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Source Galileo Sells Norway Unit to Unitech

Source Galileo has sold Source Galileo Norge AS to Unitech Energy Group. The business will be renamed 
Nordrenergi AS and based in Haugesund.

2, April 2026

Source Galileo has sold 
Source Gal i leo Norge 

AS to Unitech Energy Group, 
w i t h  t h e  b u s i n e s s  t o  b e  re -
n a m e d  N o rd re n e rg i  A S  a n d 
relocated to Haugesund.

As part of the transaction, 
U n i t e c h  E n e rg y  G ro u p  s a i d 
its energy business wil l  move 
f ro m  B e rg e n  to  H a u g e s u n d . 
The renamed company will be 
posit ioned around the devel-
opment, ownership and oper-
ation of energy technologies 
tied to the energy transition.

Its scope includes batter y 
energy storage system proj -
ects, high-voltage technology, 
ow n e r s h i p  a n d  o p e rat i o n  of 
Ze p hy ro s ,  a n d  Sto rd  E n e rg y 
Te r m i n a l .  Th e  te a m  w i l l  a l s o 
continue supporting the Goli-
atVind project when needed.

S o u r c e  G a l i l e o  s a i d  t h e 
b u s i n e s s  w i l l  b r i n g  to g et h e r 
t h e  re n ewa b l e  e n e rg y  ex p e-
r i e n c e  of  i t s  fo r m e r  N o r way 
unit  with c apabi l i t ies already 
present within Unitech Energy 
Group.  Bernt  Hel lesøe,  chair 
of the board, said Unitech and 
the Zephyros companies have 

built  offshore wind expertise, 
citing 98% efficiency, a 50.5% 
capacity factor,  as well  as in-
novation work and new patent 
filings.

Katy Hogg, chief operating 
officer of Galileo, said the sale 
fo l l o w e d  a  s t ra t e g i c  re v i e w 
of the group’s investments in 
N o r way.  S h e  s a i d  a  t ra n sfe r 
to a loc al  owner would leave 
the team and the business in 
a stronger position for further 
development.
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RWE, ASML Extend Offshore Wind PPA to 2038

RWE and ASML have signed a new PPA that expands their 2021 agreement to around 130 MW and extends 
renewable power supply to 2038, adding offshore wind from Northwester 2 and OranjeWind.

2, April 2026

RW E  a n d  A S M L  h a v e 
s i g n e d  a  n e w  p o w e r 

purchase agreement, expand-
ing the ten-year PPA the com-
panies entered into in 2021.

T h e  r e v i s e d  a g r e e m e n t 
now covers around 130 MW of 
instal led renewable c apacity 
and extends the supply term 
to  2 0 3 8 .  I t  a l s o  a d d s  p owe r 
f ro m  a n o t h e r  o f  R W E ’s  o f f-

shore wind farms.
I n  2 0 2 1 ,  A S M L  s i g n e d  a 

PPA for more than 250 GWh 
o f  g r e e n  e l e c t r i c i t y  a  y e a r 
from RWE. Part of that supply 
c a m e  f ro m  t h e  N o r t hwe ste r 
2  o f f s h o re  w i n d  fa r m  i n  t h e 
B e l g i a n  N o r t h  S e a ,  w i t h  t h e 
re m a i n d e r  p ro v i d e d  b y  t w o 
RWE onshore wind farms and 
one solar plant in the Nether-
lands.

Under the new agreement, 

A S M L  w i l l  t a k e  a d d i t i o n a l 
p o w e r  f r o m  N o r t h w e s t e r  2 
as well  as from RWE’s Dutch 
w i n d  p o r tfo l i o,  i n c l u d i n g  t h e 
O r a n j e W i n d  o f f s h o r e  w i n d 
fa r m  a n d  fo u r  o n s h o re  w i n d 
fa r m s .  R W E  s a i d  t h e  ag re e -
ment was structured with sup-
por t from Dutch consultancy 
Energie Makelaar BV.

A c c o r d i n g  t o  R W E ,  t h e 
e l e c t r i c i t y  w i l l  b e  u s e d  a t 
ASML’s faci l i t ies in the Neth-

erlands.
The 219 MW Northwester 2 

offshore wind farm is located 
51  km from shore in  the Bel -
gian North Sea and has been 
o p e r a t i n g  s i n c e  2 0 2 0 .  T h e 
asset is  owned by Parkwind. 
Under a long-term PPA signed 
in 2019,  RWE Supply & Trad-
ing procures the full electricity 
o u t p u t  f ro m  N o r t h w e s t e r  2 
a n d  s e l l s  t h e  e l e c t r i c i t y  a n d 
guarantees of  or igin to large 

industrial  and municipal  cus-
tomers.

Th e  79 5  M W  O ra n j e W i n d 
o f f s h o r e  w i n d  f a r m  i n  t h e 
N e t h e r l a n d s  i s  o w n e d  b y  a 
j o i n t  v e n t u re  b e t w e e n  R W E 
a n d  Tot a l E n e rg i e s .  Lo c ate d 
about 53 km off  the coast of 
IJmuiden, the project is set to 
b e g i n  offs h o re  c o n st r u c t i o n 
this year, with full commission-
ing expected in early 2028.
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Hanwha Joins U.S. Navy Ship Design
Hanwha Philly Shipyard and Hanwha Defense USA joined the U.S. Navy’s next-generation military support 
ship conceptual design project with VARD, giving Hanwha an early role in a planned 13-ship programme 
and strengthening its future bid position.

Image courtesy of Hanwha Philly Shipyard

31, March 2026

Hanwha Phil ly Shipyard 
and Hanwha Defense 

USA have joined the U.S. Na-
vy’s conceptual design project 
for a next-generation mil itary 
s u p p o r t  s h i p  t h ro u g h  a  c o l -
laborat ion with VARD, mark-
i n g  t h e  f i r s t  t i m e  a  Ko r e a n 
c o m pa ny  h as  e nte re d  a  U.S. 
Navy ship design programme 
through a local U.S. shipyard.

T h e  U . S .  N a v y  s e l e c t e d 
s eve ra l  c o nt rac to rs  to  c o m -
pare design proposals for the 
programme. VARD is leading 
the team, with Hanwha partic-

ipating as a subcontractor. Un-
der the agreement announced 
o n  3 0  M a r c h  2 0 2 6 ,  l o c a l 
t i m e,  H a nw h a  i s  re s p o n s i b l e 
fo r  m a r ket  re s e a rc h ,  d e s i g n 
s u p p o r t ,  p ro d u c t i o n  m et h o d 
analysis and cost review. The 
c o n c e pt u a l  d e s i g n  p h a s e  i s 
s c h e d u l e d  fo r  c o m p l et i o n  i n 
the first quarter of 2027.

T h e  p r o j e c t  i s  d r a w i n g 
a t t e n t i o n  b e c a u s e  c o n c e p -
t u a l  d e s i g n  i s  t h e  f i rst  stag e 
i n  d ete r m i n i n g  w h at  l eve l  of 
performance can be delivered 
and at what cost before ship 
construction begins. It comes 
a h e a d  o f  f u n c t i o n a l  d e s i g n 

a n d  b a s i c  d e s i g n ,  w h i l e  t h e 
ac t u a l  s h i p b u i l d i n g  c o nt rac t 
w i l l  b e  te n d e re d  s e p a rate l y. 
T h e  U.S.  N av y  p l a n s  to  p ro -
cure 13 ships in total under the 
programme.

Par t icipation at  this stage 
d o e s  n o t  s e c u r e  a  f u t u r e 
construction order,  but it  can 
strengthen a bidder’s position 
i n  l a t e r  c o m p e t i t i o n s .  T h e 
i n d u st r y  i s  c l o s e l y  watc h i n g 
the project because U.S. Navy 
s h i p  d e s i g n  w o r k  i n v o l v e s 
h i g h l y  s e n s i t i ve  i n fo r m at i o n . 
At the same time, competition 
remains intense, with General 
Dynamics NASSCO, the larg-

est shipyard on the U.S. West 
Coast,  also taking part in the 
conceptual design process.

T h e  d e v e l o p m e n t  m a r k s 
a  n ota b l e  ste p  fo r  H a nw h a  1 
y e a r  a n d  3  m o n t h s  a f t e r  i t s 
acquisit ion of Phi l ly Shipyard 
i n  D e c e m b e r  2 0 24  t h ro u g h 
Hanwha Ocean and Hanwha 
Systems for about $0.1 bil l ion. 
Philly Shipyard is the only U.S. 
shipyard owned by a Korean 
c o m p a n y.  T h e  a c q u i s i t i o n 
g a v e  H a n w h a  a  d o m e s t i c 
production base in the United 
S t a t e s ,  a n  i m p o r t a n t  fa c t o r 
because the Byrnes-Tollefson 
A m e n d m e n t  b a r s  f o r e i g n 
s h i pya rd s  f ro m  b u i l d i n g  U.S. 
m i l i t a r y  v e s s e l s  a n d  m a j o r 
components.

S i n c e  t h e  t a ke ove r,  H a n -
w h a  h a s  m o v e d  t o  e x p a n d 
t h e  y a r d ’s  c a p a c i t y.  A t  t h e 
time of the acquisition, annual 
o u t p u t  wa s  a b o u t  o n e  s h i p. 
I n  Au g u st  2 02 5 ,  t h e  c o m pa-
ny  a n n o u n c e d  a n  ad d i t i o n a l 
$5 bi l l ion investment plan to 
expand docks and quays and 
e st a b l i s h  a  1 2 0,0 0 0 - pye o n g 
block production base.  Over 
the mid- to long term, it  aims 
to raise annual capacity to 20 
ships.

T h e  c a s e  a l s o  re f l e c t s  a 
b ro a d e r  p u s h  b y  S o u t h  Ko -
rea’s three major shipbuilders 
i nto  t h e  U.S.  m a r ket .  A m o n g 
them, Hanwha has del ivered 

the first visible result in the U.S. 
Navy design segment.

H D  H y u n d a i  s i g n e d  a 
memorandum of understand-
i n g  w i t h  H u n t i n g t o n  I n g a l l s 
I n d u s t r i e s  o n  2 3  O c t o b e r 
2 0 2 5  to  c o o p e rate  o n  c o m -
mercial  and mil i tar y ship de-
sign and construction.  It  also 
j o i n e d  S e v e r u s  C a p i t a l  a n d 
K o r e a  D e v e l o p m e n t  B a n k 
i n  a  m u l t i - b i l l i o n - d o l l a r  j o i n t 
investment fund. The compa-
ny  i s  ta rg et i n g  $ 2 . 2  b i l l i o n  i n 
a n n u a l  s a l e s  f ro m  U.S.  N av y 
s h i p b u i l d i n g  by  2 0 3 5  a n d  i s 
combining HD Hyundai Heavy 
I n d u s t r i e s  a n d  H D  H y u n d a i 
M i p o  to  st re n g t h e n  i ts  p o s i -
tion in the U.S. market through 
scale expansion.

Samsung Heavy Industries 
h a s  a l s o  ste p p e d  u p  i ts  U.S. 
strategy.  The company par t-
n e re d  w i t h  V i g o ro u s  M a r i n e, 
a  U. S .  m i l i t a r y  s h i p  m a i n t e -
nance specialist, to target the 
U.S.  N av y ’s  M R O  m a r ke t .  I n 
D e c e m b e r  2 0 2 5 ,  i t  s i g n e d  a 
t h re e - pa r t y  b u s i n e s s  ag re e -
m e n t  w i t h  G e n e ra l  D y n a m -
i c s  N A S S C O  a n d  D S E C  t o 
jointly pursue the U.S.  Navy ’s 
next-generation mil itary sup-
p o r t  s h i p  p ro j e c t .  I t  h as  a l s o 
been seeking an MSRA with 
t h e  U.S.  N av y  to  b road e n  i ts 
business scope.
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1, April 2026 A  g r o u p  o f  3 0  f o r e i g n 
defense attachés sta-

tioned in South Korea visited 
HD Hyundai Heavy Industries’ 
U l s a n  h e a d q u a r t e r s  o n  3 1 
December 2025, as the ship-
b u i l d e r  u s e d  t h e  p ro g ra m  to 
present its naval construction 
and support capabilities.

The delegation, drawn from 
2 5  c o u n t r i e s  i n c l u d i n g  Au s -
tralia ,  Peru, Thailand, and the 
United States, joined a coop-
eration event organized by the 
Defense Intel l igence Agency. 
The schedule included a wel-
come luncheon hosted by Joo 
Won-ho, head of the compa-
ny’s Naval and Mid-sized Ves-
sel Business Division, followed 
by a visit  to the shipyard and 
naval construction areas.

During the tour, the visitors 
v i e w e d  a  r a n g e  o f  v e s s e l s 
c ove r i n g  b ot h  n ew b u i l d  a n d 
maintenance activity. The line-
up included the 8, 200-tonne 
Ae g i s  d e st roye r  D a e h o  K i m 
J o n g - s e o ,  a  3 , 0 0 0 - t o n n e 
c o a st  g u a rd  p at ro l  ve s s e l ,  a 
2 ,4 0 0 - to n n e  offs h o re  p at ro l 
vessel being built for the Phil-
i p p i n e s ,  a n d  a  s u b m a r i n e  i n 
depot-level maintenance.

T h e  c o m p a n y  s a i d  t h e 
attac h é s  fo c u s e d  c l o s e l y  o n 
capabil it ies that span design, 
c o n s t r u c t i o n ,  m a i n t e n a n c e , 
repair and overhaul, as well as 
related advanced systems.

Joo Won-ho s aid the vis it 
a l l o w e d  H D  H y u n d a i  H e av y 

I n d u s t r i e s  t o  p r e s e n t  i t s 
technology and shipbui lding 
capacity directly to overseas 
d e f e n s e  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s . 
H e  ad d e d  t h at  t h e  c o m pa ny 
plans to widen naval coopera-
tion with countries in overseas 
markets.

T h e  c o m p a n y  a l s o  s a i d 
i ts Naval  and Mid-sized Ves-
s e l  B u s i n e s s  D i v i s i o n  w a s 
l a u n c h e d  a f t e r  t h e  m e r g e r 
with HD Hyundai Mipo in De-
cember last year. HD Hyundai 
H e av y  I n d u st r i e s  s a i d  i t  h a s 
exported 20 warships in total, 
i n c l u d i n g  1 2  v e s s e l s  t o  t h e 
P h i l i p p i n e  N av y  a n d  fo u r  t o 
the Peruvian Navy.
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HD Hyundai Heavy Industries Showcases Naval 

Capability to 25-Nation Delegation

HD Hyundai Heavy Industries welcomed 30 defense attachés from 25 countries to its Ulsan yard, where 
the delegation reviewed naval construction and support capabilities.

Photo courtesy of HD Hyundai Heavy Industries

Damen delivers second CF 3850 to Reederei 

Bernd Sibum
Damen Shipyards Group has delivered the second of four CF 3850 vessels to Reederei Bernd Sibum, 
with the series featuring hybrid propulsion, shore power capability and additional fuel-saving technology 
backed by German government support.

30, March 2026

Da m e n  S h i p y a r d s 
G r o u p  d e l i v e r e d  t h e 

second of four Combi Freight-
e rs  3 8 5 0  to  Re e d e re i  B e r n d 
S i b u m  a f t e r  s u c c e s s f u l  s e a 
t r i a l s  i n  S h a n g h a i .  T h e  ve s -
sels are under construction at 
Da m e n  Yi c h a n g  S h i pya rd  i n 
China .  The f irst vessel ,  del iv-
ered at the beginning of Feb-
ruary, is on its maiden voyage 
to Norway with project cargo.

T h e  n e w - g e n e r a t i o n  C F 
3 8 5 0  i s  d e s i g n e d  f o r  h i g h 
e f f i c i e n c y.  I n  i t s  s t a n d a r d 
configuration,  the vessel can 
operate on 100% biofuel and 
is prepared for hybrid propul-
sion. For this series, Reederei 
Bernd Sibum secured German 
g o v e r n m e n t  f u n d i n g  t o  a d d 
further sustainable features.

The support came through 
NaMKü, the sustainable mod-
e r n i s a t i o n  p r o g r a m m e  f o r 
coastal ships awarded by the 
Federal Ministry of Digital Af-

fairs and Transport.  The pro-
gramme is intended to reduce 
the environmental footprint of 
s h o r t  s e a  s h i p p i n g .  Fu n d i n g 
fo r  t h e  g re e n  m o d i f i c at i o n s 
i s  b e i n g  p ro v i d e d  j o i n t l y  b y 
N a M Kü  a n d  t h e  ow n e r,  w i t h 
Mare Trust  AG of  Oldenburg 
taking the lead on the equity 
side.

As a result, the four vessels 
wil l  feature hybrid propulsion 
w i t h  a  PTO/ PT I  sy ste m ,  e n -
a b l i n g  ze ro - e m i s s i o n  s a i l i n g 

for a l imited period.  They wil l 
a l s o  h ave  s h o re  p owe r  c o n -
n e c t i o n  c a pa b i l i t y  i n  p o r t .  I n 
addit ion,  the ships wil l  be f it-
ted with Econowind Ventifoils, 
which are expected to reduce 
f u e l  c o n s u m p t i o n  b y  a  f u r -
ther 12.5%. The f irst vessel is 
scheduled to undergo that in-
stallation at Damen Shiprepair 
Harlingen after arriving in Eu-
rope.

F o r  t h e  p r o j e c t ,  D a m e n 
c a r r i e d  o u t  H a r d w a r e - i n -

the-Loop test ing of  onboard 
systems and automation. This 
m e t h o d  c o n n e c t s  t h e  h a rd -
ware intended for the vessels 
t o  a  s i m u l a t e d  v i r t u a l  e n v i -
ro n m e n t ,  a l l o w i n g  s a fe  a n d 
repeated testing,  adjustment 
a n d  v a l i d a t i o n  b e f o r e  c o n -
struction. The approach sup-
ports efficient commissioning 
and helps ensure the vessels 
m e et  ex p e c t at i o n s  f ro m  t h e 
outset.

Th e  C F  3 8 5 0  ve s s e l s  a re 

also being f itted with Damen 
Tr i t o n ,  a n  I o T  p l a t fo r m  t h a t 
c o l l e c t s  a n d  a n a l y s e s  d a t a 
f ro m  t h o u s a n d s  o f  s e n s o r s 
ac ro s s  t h e  ve s s e l s .  Th i s  e n -
ables real-time sailing optimi-
sation and provides feedback 
for the further development of 
future vessel designs.

B e r n  S i b u m ,  M a n a g i n g 
D i re c t o r  o f  R e e d e re i  B e r n d 
S i b u m ,  s a i d  t h e  a i m  wa s  t o 
i m p rove  e n v i ro n m e n t a l  p e r-
formance while also delivering 
advantages for charterers and 
greater  comfor t  for  crew.  He 
a d d e d  t h at  c o o p e rat i o n  b e -
tween the teams in Yichang, 
the Netherlands and the own-
er ’s organisation contributed 
significantly to the final quality 
of  t h e  ve s s e l s .  R e m ko  B o u -
m a ,  C o m m e rc i a l  D i re c to r  of 
D a m e n  C a rg o  Ve s s e l s ,  s a i d 
the owner ’s  operat ional  per-
spective had been valuable to 
the continued development of 
the design.
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Th e  U . S .  N a v y  h a s 
ended its Modular At-

tack Surface Craft effort and 
moved to a new marketplace 
model for medium unmanned 
s u r f a c e  v e s s e l s ,  s e e k i n g 
faster  f ie lding of  operat ional 
platforms instead of running a 
traditional prototype path.

R e b e c c a  G a s s l e r ,  t h e 

N av y ’s  Po r tfo l i o  Ac q u i s i t i o n 
E xe c u t i v e  fo r  R o b o t i c s  a n d 
A u t o n o m o u s  S y s t e m s ,  s a i d 
o n  2 6  M a rc h  2 0 2 6  t h a t  t h e 
service now wants a medium 
unmanned vessel able to sup-
p o r t  m o re  t h a n  o n e  m i s s i o n . 
S h e  s a i d  t h e  e a r l i e r  M A S C 
structure was too l imited for 
that objective and that the re-
vised approach fits the Navy’s 
b road e r  G o l d e n  F l e et  d i re c-

tion.
U n d e r  t h e  n e w  s o l i c i t a -

t i o n ,  i n d u s t r y  m u s t  p ro v i d e 
f o u r  e l e m e n t s :  a  t e c h n i c a l 
d e s i g n ,  b u s i n e s s  m o d e l  o p -
tions,  a plan for supply chain 
a n d  l o n g - te r m  s u st a i n m e n t , 
a n d  a  te st  p l a n .  Th e  N av y  i s 
accepting responses unti l  17 
April .  Sea trials are set to run 
in three phases over six days, 
a n d  t h e  o n -wate r  eva l u at i o n 
must f inish by 30 September 
2 02 6,  t h e  e n d  of  t h e  c u r re nt 
fiscal year.

G a s s l e r  s a i d  t h e  N av y  i s 
l o o k i n g  fo r  m at u re  s y s t e m s 
that can be integrated quickly. 
In  her remarks,  she stressed 
t h a t  t h e  s e r v i c e  d o e s  n o t 
want early-stage prototypes. 
I n s t e a d ,  t h e  i n t e n t  i s  t o  u s e 
technology already developed 
by industry, test it  at sea, and 
move directly toward produc-
tion or leasing arrangements 
if performance meets require-
ments.

The Navy expects at least 

t h e  f i r s t  p r o d u c t i o n  v e s s e l 
to be del ivered in f isc al  year 
2 0 2 7.  S o l i c i t at i o n  g u i d a n c e 
s a y s  a  c o m p a n y  w o u l d  r e -
ceive $10,000 after award and 
$15.0 million after a successful 
on-water test.

G as s l e r  d i d  n ot  d eta i l  t h e 
m i s s i o n  s et  fo r  t h e  u p d ate d 
MUSV effort, but said trials lat-
er this year will show whether 
proposed vessels match Navy 
requirements. She added that 
t h i s  i s  i n t e n d e d  t o  b e c o m e 
a recurr ing marketplace,  not 
only for MUSVs but eventually 
fo r  o t h e r  u n m a n n e d  v e s s e l 
c l a s s e s ,  w i t h  a  s i m i l a r  p a t h 
also planned for small USVs.

Last  summer ’s MASC so-
licitation had sought a vessel 
able to carry up to two 40-foot 
shipping containers, make 25 
knots,  and cover 2 ,500 nau-
t i c a l  m i l e s  i n  s e a  st ate  fo u r. 
S e v e ra l  v e n d o r s  w e re  l a t e r 
d ow n - s e l e c te d ,  a n d  G as s l e r 
s a i d  t h o s e  f i r m s ,  a l o n g  w i t h 
a n y  ot h e r  re s p o n d e n t s ,  c a n 

compete again under the new 
framework.

She also s aid the change 
re f l e c t s  a  w i d e r  p u s h  to  ex-
pand robotic and autonomous 
systems and to alter how the 
N a v y  b u y s  c a p a b i l i t y.  A c -
cording to a Navy statement, 
t h e  r e c o n c i l i a t i o n  m e a s u r e 
p a s s e d  l a s t  y e a r  i n c l u d e d 
n e a r l y  $ 5 . 0  b i l l i o n  f o r  u n -
m a n n e d  N av y  p ro g ra m s ,  i n -
cluding $2.1 billion for medium 
unmanned surface vessels.

G a s s l e r  d i d  n o t  d i s c l o s e 
unit cost or identify the future 
p ro g ra m  of  re c o rd .  S h e  s a i d 
that even if this year’s demon-
strations use boats represen-
t a t i v e  o f  f i n a l  s u b m i s s i o n s 
r a t h e r  t h a n  f u l l  p r o d u c t i o n 
v e s s e l s ,  e a c h  e n t r y  w i l l  s t i l l  
n e e d  t o  c o m p l e t e  a  f u l l  e n -
d u ra n c e  r u n ,  a l o n g  w i t h  a ny 
added mission test ing and a 
regression test for autonomy 
i n t e g r a t e d  w i t h  p r o d u c t i o n 
controls.

hmt-news.com

US Navy Shifts MUSV Buy to New Marketplace
The U.S. Navy has ended the MASC effort and launched a new marketplace model for medium unmanned 
surface vessels, aiming to test mature designs quickly and move into production in FY27.

Photo source: US Navy
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Excelerate Acadia Named at HD Hyundai Ulsan Shipyard

Excelerate Energy named its new FSRU, Excelerate Acadia, at HD Hyundai Heavy Industries in Ulsan. 
The vessel, built for long-term LNG import and regasification work, is scheduled for deployment at the 
company’s integrated LNG terminal in Iraq.

2, April 2026

Exc e l e rate  E n e rg y  h a s 
h e l d  t h e  n a m i n g  c e r-

e m o n y  f o r  i t s  n e w  f l o a t i n g 
s t o ra g e  re g a s i f i c a t i o n  u n i t , 
Excelerate Acadia ,  at the HD 
H y u n d a i  H e a v y  I n d u s t r i e s 
yard in Ulsan, South Korea.

The company said the ves-
sel is its first FSRU built at the 
South Korean shipyard. Deb-
orah Byers,  a member of the 
b o a rd  of  E xc e l e rate  E n e rg y 
and godmother of Excelerate 
A c a d i a ,  l e d  t h e  t r a d i t i o n a l 
christening during the event.

S t e v e n  Ko b o s ,  P re s i d e n t 
and CEO of Excelerate Ener-
gy, said the ceremony marked 
a  key  ste p  fo r  t h e  c o m p a n y 
and reflected the work behind 
developing crit ical energy in-
frastructure. He also thanked 

HD Hyundai Heavy Industries 
and the teams involved in de-
livering the unit.

B u i l t  f o r  l o n g - t e r m  L N G 
i m p o r t  a n d  r e g a s i f i c a t i o n 
service,  Excelerate Acadia is 
part of the company ’s invest-
ment in purpose-built FSRUs. 
E xc e l e ra t e  E n e rg y  s a i d  t h e 
vessel has an updated design 
w i t h  e f f i c i e n c y  a n d  s a f e t y 
features, including redundant 
systems for dependable oper-
ation.

The naming follows earlier 
c o n st r u c t i o n  m i l e sto n e s  fo r 
Hull 3407, including its launch 
i n  J u l y  2 0 2 5  a n d  s e a  t r i a l s 
covering major per formance 
and safety tests. The vessel is 
due to be deployed at Excel-
erate Energy’s integrated LNG 
import terminal in Iraq.

hmt-news.comFSRU Excelerate Acadia (Source: Excelerate Energy)

Samsung Heavy Industries Broadens Stop-Work 

Rights at Geoje Yard
Samsung Heavy Industries has expanded stop-work rights at its Geoje shipyard, banning disadvantages 
for workers who use the system and adding compensation and incentives for partner companies affected 
by safety stoppages.

2, April 2026

Samsung Heavy Indus-
t r i e s  h a s  f o r m a l i z e d 

w i d e r  u s e  o f  s t o p -w o r k  a u -
t h o r i t y  at  i ts  G e o j e  s h i pya rd 
and introduced support mea-
sures to reduce the impact on 
partner companies when op-
erations are halted for safety 
reasons.

The company said all  yard 
wo r ke rs  c a n  sto p  a  tas k  i m -
mediately when they identify 
a  r i s k  to  t h e m s e l ve s  o r  ot h -
ers,  while reporting the issue 
through a mobile app. As part 
o f  t h e  u p d a t e d  f r a m e w o r k , 
S a m s u n g  H e a v y  I n d u s t r i e s 
c o d i f i e d  a  ba n  o n  d i s ad va n -
t a g e s  t i e d  t o  t h e  u s e  o f  t h e 
r i g h t  a n d  a d d e d  m e a s u r e s 
covering lost work hours from 
stoppages as well  as awards 
for notable cases.

T h e  re v i s e d  s y s t e m  a l s o 
addresses the effect on part-
n e r  c o m p a n i e s .  S a m s u n g 
Heavy Industries said reduced 
wo r k  h o u rs  c a u s e d  by  sto p-
p ag e s  c a n  c re ate  l o s s e s  fo r 
subcontractors, and the prime 
c o n t ra c t o r  w i l l  c o m p e n s at e 

t h o s e  l o s s e s  w h i l e  a l s o  p ro -
viding incentives.

The company marked the 
move with a stop-work decla-
ration ceremony at the Geoje 
s h i p y a rd  i n  S o u t h  G y e o n g -
s a n g .  A t t e n d e e s  i n c l u d e d 

N a m g u n g  G e u m - s e o n g , 
c h i e f  s afet y  of f i c e r  of  S a m -
s u n g  H e av y  I n d u st r i e s ,  C h o i 
W o n - y o u n g ,  c h a i r  o f  t h e 
w o r ke r s’  c o u n c i l ,  Yo o n  J i n -
s e o k ,  c h a i r  o f  t h e  i n - h o u s e 
p a r t n e r  c o m p a n i e s’  c o u n c i l , 

a n d  K i m  I n - c h e o l ,  h e a d  o f 
the Tongyeong branch of the 
Ministr y of  Employment and 
Labor.

N a m g u n g  G e u m - s e o n g 
said safety remains the com-
pany’s top management prin-

ciple and described the stop-
work r ight  as a turning point 
fo r  i m p rov i n g  t h e  s h i pya rd ’s 
safety management system.

hmt-news.com
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Damen Shipyards Group Signs Two CF 3850 Deal with 

Polidano Group

Damen Shipyards Group has signed a contract with Polidano Group for two CF 3850 vessels, expanding 
cargo capacity and adding more flexible Mediterranean transport options.

31, March 2026

Da m e n  S h i p y a r d s 
G r o u p  h a s  s i g n e d  a 

c o n t r a c t  w i t h  M a l t a - b a s e d 
Polidano Group for the deliv-
e r y  of  t wo  C o m b i  Fre i g hte rs 
3 8 5 0 .  T h e  v e s s e l s  w i l l  b e 
named Denise P and Jul ia  P 
in honour of  members of  the 
Polidano family.

The company wi l l  use the 
s h i p s  p r i m a r i l y  t o  t ra n s p o r t 
ag g re g ate s  fo r  i ts  c o n st r u c -
tion business. The two vessels 

wi l l  replace the single vessel 
currently operated by Polida-
no Group, increasing its cargo 
capacity significantly.

A c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e  c o m -
p a n i e s ,  P o l i d a n o  G r o u p 
a p p r o a c h e d  D a m e n  S h i p -
ya rd s  G ro u p  b e c a u s e  of  t h e 
C F  3 8 5 0 ’s  re p u t at i o n  i n  t h e 
m a r ket .  T h e  g ro u p  t y p i c a l l y 
t ra n s p o r t s  a g g re g ate s  f ro m 
Albania to Malta.  With a box-
shaped hold and tween deck, 
t h e  C F  3 8 5 0  of fe r s  m u l t i p l e 
cargo configurations, allowing 

the company to carry contain-
e rs  a n d  b re a k b u l k  c a rg o  o n 
return voyages as wel l  as on 
other routes in the Mediterra-
nean region.

T h e  v e s s e l s  a r e  a l s o  i n -
tended to improve eff iciency. 
Damen Shipyards Group said 
the CF 3850 features a mod-
e r n  h u l l  d e s i g n  w i t h  m i n i m a l 
resistance in  the water,  sup-
por t ing lower fuel  consump-
tion and emissions.

Delivery t ime was another 
fa c t o r  i n  t h e  o rd e r.  T h e  t w o 

ve s s e l s  we re  a l re a d y  u n d e r 
construction at Damen Ship-
ya rd s  G ro u p’s  ya rd  i n  C h i n a 
before Polidano Group placed 
i ts  order.  Under Damen’s se-
r ies construct ion model ,  this 
w i l l  a l l o w  b o t h  s h i p s  t o  b e 
delivered within a year of con-
tract signing.  The f irst vessel 
is expected this year, while the 
second is due in Q1 2027.

Charles Polidano, founding 
m e m b e r  of  Po l i d a n o  G ro u p, 
s a i d  t h e  c o m p a n y  a i m e d  t o 
r e m a i n  a h e a d  o f  t h e  c u r v e 

and viewed the vessels as a 
w a y  t o  s t re n g t h e n  i t s  p o s i -
t i o n  i n  t h e  y e a r s  a h e a d .  H e 
also described the ships as a 
c apabi l i ty boost for  both the 
c o m p a ny  a n d  M a l t a ,  ad d i n g 
that they are the first newbuild 
cargo vessels to be construct-
e d  fo r  t h e  c o u n t r y  i n  s o m e 
time.

F o r  D a m e n  S h i p y a r d s 
G ro u p,  t h e  o rd e r  m a r ks  t h e 
49th and 50th CF 3850 ves-
sels booked since the launch 
of the next-generation design 
five years ago. Joppe Neijens, 
S a l e s  M a n a g e r  f o r  D a m e n 
C a rg o  Ve s s e l s ,  s a i d  t h e  t wo 
f a m i l y - o w n e d  c o m p a n i e s 
s h a r e d  a n  e n t r e p r e n e u r i a l 
spir it  and added that Damen 
was  p ro u d  to  h ave  b e e n  s e-
lected for the project.

Pol idano Group has oper-
at e d  i n  M a l t a  fo r  m o re  t h a n 
three decades and is active in 
manufacturing and construc-
t i o n ,  p ro p e r t y  d eve l o p m e nt , 
a n d  h o s p i t a l i t y  a n d  l e i s u re . 
The company says it  contin-
ues to invest in innovation to 
improve both its competences 
a n d  e n v i r o n m e n t a l  p e r f o r -
mance.

hmt-news.com
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MARAD Expands 2026 Small Shipyard Grant Pool

MARAD will raise 2026 funding for its Small Shipyard Grant Program to $35 million, while also moving 
ahead with new port and marine highway awards across the United States.

1, April 2026

Th e  U.S .  M a r i t i m e  A d -
m i n i s t ra t i o n  s a i d  t h e 

f u n d i n g  a v a i l a b l e  u n d e r  i t s 
2 0 2 6  S m a l l  S h i p ya rd  G ra n t 
Program wil l  increase to $35 
mill ion, up from the $8.75 mil-
lion awarded in June 2025.

The agency said the move 
fo l l ow s  l a st  we e k’s  o p e n i n g 
of  t h e  a p p l i c at i o n  p e r i o d  fo r 
t h e  2 02 6  Po r t  I nf rast r u c t u re 
D e v e l o p m e n t  P ro g ra m  a n d 
aligns with the Trump admin-
i st rat i o n’s  e f fo r t  to  i n c re a s e 
support for the U.S.  marit ime 
industry.

Tra n s p o r t at i o n  S e c ret a r y 
Sean Duffy said the new grant 
l eve l  re p re s e n t s  a  2 0 0 %  i n -
c re a s e  f ro m  t h e  J u n e  2 0 2 5 
award total.  MARAD had also 
provided about $20 mil l ion a 
ye a r  t h ro u g h  t h e  p ro g ra m  i n 
2022 and 2023.

The grants are intended for 
shipyard investment projects, 
i n c l u d i n g  f a c i l i t y  u p g r a d e s 
fo r  v e s s e l  c o n s t r u c t i o n  a n d 
re p a i r,  n e w  e q u i p m e n t  p u r-
chases, and maritime training 
programs. Eligible equipment 
c a n  i n c l u d e  c ra n e s ,  p l a s m a 
cutters, and welding systems.

MARAD Administrator Ste-
phen Carmel said the $35 mil-
l ion al location would support 
facility modernization, improve 
o p e rat i n g  c o m p e t i t i v e n e s s , 
and help workers bui ld ski l ls 
f o r  t h e  d o m e s t i c  m a r i t i m e 
sector.

U n d e r  t h e  p ro g ra m  r u l e s , 
el igible shipyards must oper-
ate from a single geographic 
site and employ no more than 
1 , 2 0 0  p r o d u c t i o n  w o r k e r s . 
They must also build, repair, or 
reconfigure vessels of at least 
4 0  f e e t  f o r  c o m m e r c i a l  o r 
government use, or vessels of 
at least 100 feet for non-com-
mercial use.

S i n c e  2 0 0 8 ,  t h e  S m a l l 
Shipyard Grant Program has 
p r o v i d e d  3 8 2  g r a n t s  w o r t h 
$320.5 mil l ion. In 2025, 17 re-
cipients in 12 states received 
awa rd s ,  w i t h  t h e  l a rg e s t  i n -
d i v i d u a l  g r a n t s  e x c e e d i n g 
$ 80 0,0 0 0  a n d  m a i n l y  g o i n g 
towa rd  n ew  e q u i p m e n t  p u r-
chases.

M A R A D  a l s o  s a i d  l a s t 
w e e k  t h a t  i t  wa s  a c c e p t i n g 
a p p l i c at i o n s  fo r  t h e  Po r t  I n -
f r a s t r u c t u r e  D e v e l o p m e n t 

P ro g ra m ,  w h i c h  i s  a i m e d  at 
port modernization and stron-
ger supply chains. Duffy said 
more than $488 million would 
b e  a v a i l a b l e  t h i s  y e a r,  w i t h 
the program placing renewed 
emphasis on technology and 
infrastructure.

I n  a d d i t i o n ,  M A R A D  s a i d 
i t  was  awa rd i n g  a b o u t  $ 1 3 . 3 
m i l l i o n  to  11  m a r i n e  h i g hway 
projects across seven states. 
The U.S. Marine Highway sys-
te m  i n c l u d e s  3 5  d e s i g n ate d 
r o u t e s  t h a t  s u p p o r t  s u p p l y 
chains,  crit ical  infrastructure, 
transpor tat ion,  and marit ime 
workforce development.  This 
year’s grants include projects 
ranging from waste transport 
in  Oregon to barge dock im-
provements in Pennsylvania.

hmt-news.com
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Carbon Destroyer 1 Reaches Esbjerg
Royal Wagenborg’s Carbon Destroyer 1 has arrived in Port Esbjerg after departing Delfzijl and completing 
North Sea sea trials, marking a new phase for Project Greensand and offshore CO2  transport.

31, March 2026

Ro y a l  W a g e n b o r g ’ s 
C a r b o n  D e s t r o y e r  1 , 

described by the company as 

E u ro p e’s  f i r s t  o f f s h o re  C O 2  

carrier, has arrived in Port Es-
b j e rg  afte r  d e pa r t i n g  D e l fz i j l 
and complet ing mult iple sea 
trials in the North Sea.

The vessel’s arrival marks a 
new stage for Project Green-
s a n d  a n d  f o r  t h e  o f f s h o r e 

transport and storage of CO2 .  

The project is associated with 
Greensand Future and INEOS 
Energy, and the call at Esbjerg 
represents a step forward for 
the next phase of the work.

According to the company, 
the arrival of Carbon Destroy-
e r  1  i s  m o r e  t h a n  a  r o u t i n e 
port call .  It is presented as an 
i m p o r t a n t  d e v e l o p m e n t  fo r 

offs h o re  C O2  t ra n s p o r t  a n d 

storage and as a notable mo-
ment for the teams involved in 
the project.

T h e  v e s s e l ’s  s a fe  a r r i v a l 
i n  E s b j e rg  fo l l ow s  s e a  t r i a l s 
i n  t h e  N o r t h  S e a  a n d  b r i n g s 
C a r b o n  D e s t r o y e r  1  t o  t h e 
n e x t  c h a p t e r  i n  i t s  j o u r n e y. 
The development also al igns 
with the wider push l inked to 
E u ro p e’s  e n e rg y  t ra n s i t i o n , 
as described in the company 
statement.

hmt-news.comPhoto source: Royal Wagenborg

Japan Moves Ahead With Hydrogen Engine for Large Ships

Japanese companies advanced a hydrogen-fuelled engine programme for large ships after a full-scale 
two-stroke test achieved more than 95% co-firing at full load. The engine is due for delivery in January 
2027.

30, March 2026

A  g r o u p  o f  J a p a n e s e 
c o m p a n i e s  h a s  a d -

v a n c e d  w o r k  o n  a  h y d r o -
g e n -f u e l l e d  e n g i n e  fo r  l a rg e 
v e s s e l s  a f t e r  c o m p l e t i n g  a 
full-scale test of a two-stroke 
engine across all cylinders.

T h e  p ro j e c t  i n v o l v e s  J a -
pan Engine Corporat ion and 
Kawa s a k i  H e av y  I n d u st r i e s , 
w o r k i n g  w i t h  M i t s u i  O. S . K . 
Lines, MOL Drybulk and other 
partners. In a joint statement, 
the companies said they car-

r i e d  o u t  h y d ro g e n  c o - f i r i n g 
operations across the full  en-
gine.

T h e  t e s t  d e l i v e r e d  a  h y-
drogen co-firing ratio of more 
than 95% at full load, showing 
stable performance and point-
ing to signif icant greenhouse 
gas reduction potential.

U n l i k e  e a r l i e r  h y d r o g e n 
p ro j e c t s  c e n t re d  o n  s m a l l e r 
o r  s h o r t - ra n g e  v e s s e l s ,  t h e 
programme is aimed at deep-
s e a  s h i p p i n g .  I t  c o m b i n e s  a 
high-output engine with lique-
f i e d  hyd ro g e n  f u e l  fo r  l a rg e -

ship applications.
The engine is scheduled for 

delivery in January 2027 and 
w i l l  b e  i n st a l l e d  o n  a  1 7, 5 0 0 
dw t mult ipurpose vessel  un-
der construction at Onomichi 
Dockyard.

The vessel  is  expected to 
b e g i n  a  t h re e -y e a r  d e m o n -
s t r a t i o n  p r o g r a m m e  f r o m 
F Y 2 0 2 8  u n d e r  M i t s u i  O.S. K . 
Lines, while ClassNK will over-
s e e  s a fe t y  c o m p l i a n c e  a n d 
evaluation.

hmt-news.com
Hydrogen-fuelled 17,500 dwt MPP vessel (Image credit: J Eng)

SES and K2 Space Build MEO Network for Shipping

SES and K2 Space are advancing a medium Earth orbit satellite system for shipping, with 28 high-power 
satellites planned in the first phase for operation by 2030.

27, March 2026

SE S  i s  i m p rov i n g  c o n -
n e c t i v i t y  a c c e s s  a t 

sea for the shipping industr y 
through a new generat ion of 
medium Earth orbit satell ites, 
as demand r ises for  rel iable, 
high-speed l inks across digi-
tally connected fleets.

I t s  p a r t n e r s h i p  w i t h  K 2 
S p a c e  c o v e r s  a n  i n i t i a l  d e -
p l o y m e n t  o f  2 8  h i g h - p o w e r 

s a t e l l i t e s ,  f o r m i n g  t h e  f i r s t 
phase of  a  sc alable medium 
Ear th orbit  system designed 
for operation by 2030.

T h e  n e t w o r k  i s  i n t e n d e d 
t o  p r o v i d e  f i b r e - e q u i v a l e n t 
t h r o u g h p u t  a c r o s s  o c e a n 
routes. According to the com-
pany, it is designed to support 
passenger connectivity,  crew 
c o m m u n i c at i o n s  a n d  o p e ra -
tional systems without cover-
age gaps.

The system combines soft-
wa re - d ef i n e d  p ay l o ad s  w i t h 
high-power satellite platforms, 
al lowing c apacity to be al lo -
cated more flexibly to regions 
w i t h  h i g h e r  d e m a n d .  Th at  i s 
re l e v a n t  fo r  f l e e t  o p e ra t o r s 
i n t e g r a t i n g  r e a l - t i m e  d a t a , 
remote monitoring and digital 
navigation tools into daily op-
erations.

As  m a r i t i m e  d i g i ta l i s at i o n 
a d va n c e s ,  s h i p p i n g  c o m p a -

n i e s  a r e  u n d e r  p r e s s u r e  t o 
m a i n t a i n  d e p e n d a b l e  c o n -
nectivity at sea. The IMO has 
said internet access on ships 
is important for recruiting and 
retaining seafarers.

S E S  C E O  A d e l  A l - S a l e h 
s a i d  s p a c e  i s  t h e  i n v i s i b l e 
backbone of  the global  data 
economy and national securi-
ty. K2 Space Co-Founder and 
C E O  K a ra n  Ku n j u r  s a i d  t h e 
partnership reflects a shared 

f o c u s  o n  b u i l d i n g  e f f i c i e n t 
space architectures at speed 
and scale.
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Windcat Amsterdam Begins European Operations

Windcat Amsterdam has entered European waters as the first Elevation series CSOV, combining hybrid 
propulsion, hydrogen-ready systems and offshore support capability for up to 120 personnel.

Photo source: DAMEN

30, March 2026

The first Elevation series 
commissioning service 

operations vessel has entered 
European waters, as Windcat 
A m s t e rd a m  b e g i n s  d e p l o y-
m e n t  t o  s u p p o r t  o f f s h o r e 
e n e rg y  p ro j e c ts .  Th e  ve s s e l , 
developed jointly by Windcat 
and Damen, was constructed 
at  Ha Long Shipyard in  Viet-
nam and is designed to serve 
as a long-stay offshore sup -
port platform.

B u i l t  to  ac c o m m o d ate  u p 
to 120 personnel, the vessel is 
intended to function as a cen-
tral  offshore hub,  suppor t ing 
i n s t a l l a t i o n ,  c o m m i s s i o n i n g 
a n d  m a i n te n a n c e  a c t i v i t i e s . 
I t  e n a b l e s  t e c h n i c i a n s  a n d 
e q u i p m e n t  to  re m a i n  c l o s e r 
to offshore assets,  improving 
access and operational conti-
nuity across project phases.

A key focus of  the design 
i s  e m i s s i o n s  re d u c t i o n .  T h e 
v e s s e l  i n t e g r a t e s  a  h y b r i d 
b a t t e r y - e l e c t r i c  p r o p u l s i o n 
s y s t e m  w i t h  a n  e n e rg y  n e t-
w o r k  c o n f i g u re d  t o  o p e rat e 
a s  a  u n i f i e d  s y s t e m .  F o u r 
360-degree rotating thrusters 
e n h a n c e  p o s i t i o n i n g  c o nt ro l 

and efficiency during offshore 
operations.  These combined 
t e c h n o l o g i e s  a re  ex p e c t e d 
t o  l o w e r  C O 2  e m i s s i o n s  b y 
around 30%.

P re p a rat i o n  fo r  hyd ro g e n 
adoption has also been incor-
p o rate d .  D raw i n g  o n  o p e ra -
tional experience from hydro-
g e n - p o w e re d  c re w  t ra n s fe r 

v e s s e l s ,  W i n d c a t  p l a n s  t o 
i nt ro d u c e  a  d u a l -f u e l  hyd ro -
gen engine for auxiliary power 
g e n e rat i o n .  T h e  a s s o c i at e d 
h y d r o g e n  g e n s e t ,  s t o r a g e 
and fuel supply systems have 
been designed for installation 
once regulatory approvals are 
completed, aligning the vessel 
with anticipated requirements 

f o r  h y d r o g e n  u s e  i n  m e d i -
um-sized ships.

O p e r a t i o n a l  r e l i a b i l i t y  i n 
offs h o re  c o n d i t i o n s  was  a n -
o t h e r  p r i o r i t y.  T h e  v e s s e l  i s 
designed for campaigns of up 
t o  3 0  d ay s ,  w i t h  e q u i p m e n t 
a i m e d  a t  m a i n t a i n i n g  s a f e 
p e r fo r m a n c e  i n  c h a l l e n g i n g 
e n v i r o n m e n t s .  A  3 D  m o -

t i o n - c o m p e n s ate d  g a n g way 
s u p p o r ts  p e rs o n n e l  t ra n sfe r 
between vessel and offshore 
s t r u c t u r e s ,  w h i l e  a  1 0  t  3 D 
motion-compensated crane is 
configured to handle heavier 
l ifts under variable sea condi-
t ions,  helping to l imit  weath-
er-related interruptions.

Accommodation standards 
w e re  d e v e l o p e d  t o  s u p p o r t 
extended offshore stays. The 
v e s s e l  i n c l u d e s  s i n g l e  a n d 
double cabins,  along with f it-
ness, catering and recreation-
a l  fac i l i t i e s .  I nte r i o r  a r ra n g e -
m e n t s  w e r e  d e s i g n e d  w i t h 
s p e c i a l i s t  i n p u t  t o  i m p r o v e 
onboard l iv ing condit ions for 
personnel working offshore.

Wi l lem van der Wel ,  Man-
a g i n g  D i r e c t o r  a t  W i n d c a t , 
said the vessel represents an 
i m p o r ta nt  ste p  i n  ex pa n d i n g 
the company ’s offshore sup-
p o r t  c a p a b i l i t i e s  i n  E u ro p e . 
Joost van der Weiden,  Sales 
D i re c to r  at  D a m e n ,  s a i d  t h e 
project ref lects close col lab-
o rat i o n  ac ro s s  p a r t n e rs  a n d 
noted that the CSOV series is 
expected to contribute to im-
proving efficiency in offshore 
energy operations.
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COSCO Reopens Gulf Bookings Amid Ongoing Market Strain

COSCO has reopened Gulf container bookings, but Hormuz controls, stranded ships and weaker freight 
rates show pressure remains across the regional shipping market.

26, March 2026

COSCO Shipping Lines 
h a s  r e s t a r t e d  n e w 

b o o k i n g s  fo r  s t a n d a rd  c o n -
t a i n e rs  m ov i n g  f ro m  t h e  Fa r 
East to s ix Middle East mar-
kets, ending a suspension in-
troduced on 4 March as con-
f l ict-related disrupt ion in  the 

Persian Gulf and limits around 
Hormuz had interrupted nor-
mal trade conditions.

T h e  r e s u m e d  b o o k i n g 
scope covers the UAE, Saudi 
Arabia, Bahrain, Qatar, Kuwait 
a n d  I ra q .  T h e  m o v e  a d d s  a 
p o s i t i v e  s i g n a l  fo r  re g i o n a l 
c o n t a i n e r  f l o w s ,  b u t  i t  d o e s 
n ot  re m ove  w i d e r  o p e rat i n g 

pressure across the market.
I r a n ’ s  a m b a s s a d o r  t o 

Seoul ,  Saeed Koozechi ,  s aid 
South Korean ships can pass 
through the Strait  of Hormuz 
i f  t h ey  c o m p l ete  p r i o r  c o o r-
dination with Tehran. He said 
consultations with the Iranian 
mi l i tar y and government are 
required before transit.

Shipping condit ions in the 
G u l f  re m a i n  d i ff i c u l t .  B I M C O 
s a i d  a ro u n d  1 3 0  c o n t a i n e r-
ships are stranded in the re-
gion, representing about 1.5% 
of  g l o ba l  f l e et  c a pac i t y.  Th e 
o rg a n i s at i o n  a l s o  e st i m ate d 
that roughly 3% of global con-
tainer volumes are unable to 
move, directly affecting about 
5% of worldwide ship demand. 
Because many vessels serv-
ing the Gulf also call  at ports 
in Pakistan and India, BIMCO 
said the overall impact reach-
e s  n e a r l y  1 0 %  o f  t h e  g l o b a l 
fleet.

B I M C O  s a i d  b o t h  a  p r o -
l o n g e d  i n t e r r u p t i o n  a n d  a 
near-term reopening of  Hor-
muz would leave the container 
market facing some weaken-
ing in the supply and demand 
balance in 2026 and 2027.  I t 
added that continued transit 
disruption would mean higher 
fuel  costs for  l iner  operators 
and lower cargo volumes.

Tu r l o c h  M o o n e y  o f  S & P 
G l o b a l  s a i d  t h e  G u l f ’s  m a i n 
hubs do not have a practic al 
s e a - bas e d  a l te r n at i ve  ro u te, 
u n l i ke  t h e  Re d  S e a .  H e  s a i d 
short-term feeder work would 
s h i ft  c o n g e st i o n  rat h e r  t h a n 
s o l v e  i t ,  d e s c r i b i n g  t h e  s i t -
u a t i o n  a s  a  s p l i t  n e t w o r k  i n 
which schedule reliabil ity has 
deteriorated sharply.

At  t h e  s a m e  t i m e ,  L i n e r -
ly t ic a s aid freight rates have 
s t a r t e d  t o  e a s e  a s  v e s s e l s 
taken out of  Gulf  loops were 
moved into other trades. That 
s h i ft  h a s  re d u c e d  t h e  effe c t 
of  t h e  m i d - M a rc h  i n c re a s e s 
c arriers had announced. Ha-
pag-Lloyd has also made live 
t r a c k i n g  f o r  d r y  a n d  r e e f e r 
containers in the region avail-
able free of charge to custom-
ers.
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Constanța Port Tests New Pilot Transfer Method

Constanța Port says it has tested a new pilot transfer method designed for embarkation and 
disembarkation in difficult weather, including winds above force 7 Bft.

Image source: Port Authority of New South Wales

1, April 2026 Co n st a nț a  Po r t  s ays  i t 
h a s  i d e n t i f i e d  a  n e w 

method for pilot embarkation 

a n d  d i s e m b a r kat i o n  i n  d i f f i -
cult  weather,  including winds 
above force 7 Bft,  fol lowing a 

test carried out on 1 April.
T h e  s y s t e m  i s  p re s e n t e d 

as an alternative to the tradi-

t ional pi lot ladder.  I t  is  based 
o n  “oxyg e n - p owe re d  t h r u st-
ers”, allowing the pilot to reach 
the vessel directly rather than 
climbing alongside the ship.

The stated aim is to reduce 
the risks l inked to pilot ladder 
transfers in rough seas while 
also cutting transfer time. The 
p o r t  u p d a t e  a l s o  s a y s  t h e 
method is intended to support 
o p e rat i o n a l  c o nt i n u i t y  w h e n 
weather conditions make con-
vent ional  p i lot  transfer  more 
difficult.

T h e  i n i t i at i v e  i s  l i n ke d  t o 
a wider operational  real i ty in 
w h i c h  m a n e u ve rs  a re  ra re l y 
s u s p e n d e d  b e c a u s e  o f  s e a 
state or wind conditions, while 
t h e  r i s ks  i n  p i l ot  t ra n sfe r  re -
main signif ic ant.  In that con-
text ,  t h e  u p d ate  a rg u e s  t h at 
adapting transfer methods is a 
more practical response than 
stopping operations.

T h e  t e s t  w a s  p r e s e n t e d 
as a response to those con -
dit ions and as an attempt to 
improve the way pilots board 
and leave vessels during ad-
verse weather.
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Taiwan Court Orders Cable Damages Payment

A Taiwan court ordered the captain of a Chinese-linked vessel to pay damages to Chunghwa Telecom over 
the Tai-Peng 3 subsea cable case, adding a civil compensation order to a three-year prison sentence.

2, April 2026

A  court in Taiwan has or-
dered the captain of a 

Chinese-linked vessel to com-
pensate Chunghwa Telecom 
over damage to the Tai-Peng 
3 subsea cable, adding a civil 
damages order to the three-
year prison sentence already 
imposed in 2025.

T h e  c a s e  s t e m m e d  f ro m 
an incident in February 2025, 
when a ship broadcasting as 
H o n g t a i  1 6 8  u n d e r  t h e  f l a g 
of  To g o  a n c h o re d  a b o u t  s i x 
nautic al  mi les off  J iang jun in 
s o u t h we st  Ta i wa n .  Ta i wa n’s 
C o a st  G u a rd  s a i d  s h o re  a u -
t h o r i t i e s  t r i e d  s e v e n  t i m e s 
to contact  the vessel  after  i t 
dropped anchor, but received 
no reply.

In the criminal proceedings, 
t h e  c a p t a i n  w a s  i d e n t i f i e d 
a s  Wa n g  Yu l i a n g .  T h e  c o u r t 
fo u n d  t h a t  h e  h a d  i n s t r u c t-
ed two sai lors to anchor in a 
c h a r t e d  n o - a n c h o r i n g  a re a 

marked for  cr i t ic al  undersea 
infrastructure. On 25 February 
2 0 2 5 ,  t h e  v e s s e l  w a s  s e e n 
m o v i n g  i n  a  z i g z a g  p a t t e r n 
before Chunghwa Telecom re-

ported an outage on the Tai-
Pe n g  3  c a b l e  l i n k i n g  Ta i wa n 
and Penghu.

Taiwanese authorities later 
s a i d  t h e  1 , 80 0 - d w t  s h i p  was 

actually Hong Tai 58 and car-
r ied eight Chinese nationals. 
T h e  c a p t a i n  wa s  c o n v i c t e d 
in June 2025 and sentenced 
to three years in  pr ison.  The 

cour t  s aid evidence showed 
the c able had been affected 
by  a n  exte r n a l  fo rc e.  H e  d e -
n i e d  d e l i b e rate  d a m a g e  b u t 
ac k n ow l e d g e d  i t  c o u l d  h ave 
resulted from negligence. His 
a p p e a l  w a s  l a t e r  r e j e c t e d , 
w h i l e  t h e  ot h e r  s eve n  c rew-
members were deported after 
investigators found insufficient 
evidence to proceed against 
them.

In the civi l  claim, Chungh-
wa Telecom sought recovery 
of repair costs, including ves-
sel deployment, escort ships, 
c a b l e  a n d  re l ate d  m ate r i a l s . 
The court awarded the com-
pany more than half  a mil l ion 
US dollars in damages.

The c ase was one of sev-
eral incidents that led Taiwan 
to increase monitoring of ves-
sels. Taiwan said it had placed 
particular focus on ships using 
f l ag s  f ro m  d eve l o p i n g  c o u n-
tries that it believes are linked 
to Chinese ownership.
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Taiwan’s Coast Guard escorted the vessel to port following the subsea cable incident. Source: Coast Guard Administration

Vard Marine Joins U.S. Navy NGLS Study
Vard Marine US, Inc. has secured a U.S. Navy contract for market study, concept design and refinement 
work under the Next Generation Logistics Ship program for the future light replenishment oiler.

31, March 2026

Va r d  M a r i n e  U S ,  I n c . 
h a s  w o n  a  U. S .  N a v y 

contract to suppor t  the Next 
G e n e r a t i o n  L o g i s t i c s  S h i p 
p ro g ra m ,  c ove r i n g  a  m a r ket 
s u r vey,  c o n c e pt  d e s i g n  a n d 
c o n c e p t  re f i n e m e n t  fo r  t h e 
new l ight replenishment oi ler, 
or T-AOL.

The contract also includes 
options for functional  design 
planning and special  studies. 
T h e  p l atfo r m  i s  i n t e n d e d  t o 
d e l i v e r  s u s t a i n e d  re f u e l i n g , 

resupply and rearm c apabil i-
ties afloat or ashore through a 
smaller vessel using commer-
cial ly available,  non-develop-
mental and proven technolo-
gies.

Under the Navy’s scope of 
work, Vard Marine US, Inc. will 
complete an open foreign and 
domestic market study within 
two months of award to iden-
tify designs that closely match 
t h e  c i rc u l a r  of  re q u i re m e nts . 
The company wil l  then select 
a design and refine it  into the 
N G L S  b a s e l i n e  t h ro u g h  re -

peated integration of require-
ments.

For the program, Vard Ma-
r i n e  U S ,  I n c .  h a s  p a r t n e re d 
w i t h  H a n w h a  D e fe n s e  U S A 
a n d  H a nw h a  P h i l l y  S h i pya rd 
to support producibil ity, com-
m e r c i a l  c o n s t r u c t i o n  p r a c -
t i c e s  a n d  p r o d u c t i o n  c o s t 
eva l u at i o n .  S i e m e n s  E n e rg y 
wil l  support the integration of 
key propulsion and electrical 
e q u i p m e n t ,  w h i l e  A c u m e n 
Aerospace and Defense Advi-
sors will act as consultants.
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Australia Steps Up Northern Waters Illegal Fishing 

Enforcement
Australia has destroyed five foreign fishing vessels under Operation BROADSTAFF as authorities widen 
illegal fishing enforcement across northern waters and the Torres Strait.

1, April 2026

Australia has intensified 
a c t i o n  a g a i n st  i l l e g a l 

f ishing in its northern waters, 
w i t h  f i ve  fo re i g n  ve s s e l s  i n -
t e rc e p t e d  a n d  d e s t ro y e d  at 
sea under Operation BROAD-
STAFF.

T h e  A u s t r a l i a n  B o r d e r 
Fo rc e  s a i d  t h e  re c e nt  c as e s 
w e re  re c o rd e d  n e a r  A l b a n y 
I s l a n d ,  t h e  E s c a p e  R i ve r  o n 
C a p e  Yo r k  P e n i n s u l a ,  a n d 
w a t e r s  o f f  Tr o c h u s  I s l a n d . 
Two  b oats  we re  i nte rc e pte d 
o n  2 0  Fe b r u a r y  2 0 2 6  n e a r 
Albany Island, one vessel was 
stopped on 3 March 2026 in 

t h e  E s c a p e  R i v e r,  a n d  t w o 
m o re  we re  i n te rc e pte d  o n  7 
March 2026 near Trochus Is-
land.

Officials said vessel seizure 
and disposal remain a central 
enforcement measure aimed 
at  d ete r r i n g  u n l aw f u l  f i s h i n g 
ac t i v i t y  i n  Au st ra l i a n  wate rs . 
M a r i t i m e  B o rd e r  C o m m a n d 
Ac t i n g  D e p u t y  C o m m a n d e r 
B ro o ke  D e wa r  s a i d  t h e  o p -
erat ion’s  opening phase had 
already delivered results, with 
authorit ies detect ing foreign 
fishing boats earlier and stop-
ping some of them before any 
illegal fishing took place.

A c c o r d i n g  t o  A u s t r a l i a n 

B o r d e r  F o r c e  f i g u r e s ,  1 9 
fo re i g n  f i s h i n g  v e s s e l s  h a d 
been intercepted in waters off 
northern Queensland and the 
Torres Strait  s ince 1  Januar y 
2026. Of those, nine were de-
stroyed.

O p e r a t i o n  B R O A D -
STA F F  b r i n g s  t o g e t h e r  i n -
te l l i g e n c e - l e d  p at ro l s ,  ae r i a l 
surveil lance, marit ime assets 
a n d  i n f o r m a t i o n  f r o m  l o c a l 
c o m m u n i t i e s  t o  d e t e c t  a n d 
track suspected il legal fishing 
act iv ity.  In  addit ion to vessel 
d e st r u c t i o n ,  a u t h o r i t i e s  s a i d 
e n f o r c e m e n t  m e a s u r e s  i n -
clude seizing fishing gear, giv-
ing information to crews and 

escor t ing some boats out  of 
Australian waters.

T h e  A u s t r a l i a n  B o r d e r 
Force said monitoring and en-

forcement activity would con-
tinue across the Torres Strait 
and nearby areas.
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